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PREFACE. 


| Young Author cannot make 


venerable preſence of the puBLICc, 
without being anxious for afavour- 
able reception, nor, if he has any 
degree of modeſty, without diffi- 
dence. and fear. He muſt be de- 
firons of obtaining the approbation 
of the Judicious, and, at the ſame 


time, concerned, leſt he ſhould 


not have been able to acquit him- 


felf in fuch A PAINTS as to os | 


ſerve it. 10/110” 5:7 8:00W nd 
11 


This the 1 of 3 following 


his firſt appearance in the 


Difepurſce acknowledges to be the _ 
ſtate 


(WS ;J 

ſtate of mind, in which he ven- 
tures them into the world. He 
profefles himſelf a candidate for 
the public Eſteem ; and he makes 
his firſt attempt to gain it, in this 
form, becauſe he thinks, that a 
man is never more likely to be- 
come acceptable and uſeful to 
mankind, than by exerting him- 
ſelf, in his own peculiar province. 
Hedoubts not, but that his Friends 
and the Public will give him all 
the indulgence, which'is due to 
the ir * of a : young 
man. | 
But, if even that indulgence 
ſhould not be ſufficient to reſcue 
his work from oblivion, he will 
ſill have the ſatisfaction to reflect, 
that he has employed his beſt abi - 
lities 


( iii ) 


lities in the ſervice of Virtue —. 


that he has written, not to ſupport 
the intereſts of a party 
amuſe his Readers with uſeleſs 
ſpeculations — not to revive thoſe 


Theological Debates, which might, 


without much loſs to the world, 
be entirely forgotten — but fo do 


good. 


not to 


$ 
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A city that is ſet on 7 hill cannot be bid. 


- > 7 


H E love of reputation and cem 
is natural to the human mind. 


Every man, whoſe moral taſte is not 


totally corrupted, and who is not ſunk 


into the depths of wickedneſs, muſt 


feel its influence. And thoſe are, ge- 


nerally, moſt ſenſible of it, who have 


attained the greateſt perfection in a vir- 


tuous temper and character. It is fo far 
3 from 


3333444 
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from being a diſhonour or diſadvantage 
to a man, to be ſtrongly affected by 
the approbation or cenfure of others, 
that it.is almoſt an infallible mark of a 
good mind, and may be of important 


uſe in the conduct of life. If our 


deſire. of obtaining th& good opinion 
of thoſe around us, and our fear of 
expoſing ourſelves to ſhame and con- 
tempt, be ſo well regulated, as not to 
counteract the ſuperior motives of reli- 
gion and virtue; they will greatly con- 
tribute to ſecure us from falling into 


diſhonourable and vicious courſes, and 


to animate us in the purſuit of diſtin- 


guiſhed attainments in goodneſs.— 


And ſurely, in the preſent imperfect 
ſtate of human nature, and arnidſt the 


great variety of temptations with which 
our virtue is ſurrounded, no conſider- 


ation, which is likely to have an happy 


influence on our diſpoſitions and man- 


ners, ought to be overlooked. While 

we principally attend to thoſe moſt 

1 arguments in favour of a 
life 


\ A"MOTIVE\TO VIRTUE.” 5 
life of virtue, which ariſe from the 


nature of things, and from the univer- 


ſal preſence and righteous government 
of Almighty God, we ſhould not forget 
that our actions are obſerved by our 
fellow-creatutes, and that, in propor- 
tion as we are virtuous. or vicious, WE 


ſhall probably enjoy their Tape | 


or 1ncur their cenſure; 


This is the conſideration to which 


our Saviour directs the attention of his 
diſciples in the text: A city that is 
| ſet on an hill cannot be hid.” The 
meaning of which proverbial expreſ- 
ſion ſeems to be this: —< As my diſ- 


ciples ye are called to act an impor- 


* tant part before the view of the 
world. Your whole behaviour will 
ce be ſtrictly canvaſſed, both by thoſe 


« who are enemies, and by thoſe who 


are friends to the character you have 


«aſſumed, You ought to aſpire after 


the moſt perfect innocence and purity - 
C * of manners, that you may do hong 


rr a wer 2 ,» 


, 
2 1 
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ce to the cauſe which you have eſpouſ- 
« ed, in the ſight of the world, and 


„ may glority your F ather who is in 


« heaven. For, ſo public and con- 
« ſpicuous is the ſtation in which you 
care called to appear, that you might 
<« as well attempt to hide a city which 
eis ſet on an hill, as to conceal your 


ce actions from the notice of mankind.” 


My prefent deſign is, to illuſtrate the 
general ſentiment expreſſed in the pro- 
verbial language of the text, namely, 
that our characters are continually ex- 
poſed to the view of the world; and to 
ſhew what influence this conſideration 
ought to have upon our conduct. 


, 


We are placed in the preſent ſtate, 


by the appointment of heaven, as on a 


public theatre, on which every man 
hath his proper part to act, which re- 
quires a degree of judgment, attention 
and reſolution, proportioned to its dif- 
ficulty and importance. A great mul- 

titude 


70 
x 
* 
"1 
: 


N 


* 
- og 
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titude of ſpectators are continually a- 
round us, who form expectations con- 


cerning us, according to the nature of 


our reſpective parts ; ho carefully 


obſerve in what manner we perform 
them ;—and who are always ready to 
applaud us, if we ſupport our charac- 


ters with propriety and grace, or to 


cenſure and condemn us, if our per- 


formance be careleſs, defective, and 


faulty.— And, beſides this, it is highly 
probable, that the manner in which we 


behave in life will have a powerful in- 


fluence upon the characters of thoſe _ 
around us. If we act our part well, it 


may be hoped that their approbation of 


our behaviour, and their eſteem for our 


perſons, may lead them to imitate our 


example; but, if otherwiſe, it may be 
feared that we ſhall betray them into 


the ſame improprieties and faults with 
ourſelves. —To illuſtrate theſe general 


obſervations, let us particularly confi- 
der, that our actions are obſerved, by 
our relatives and domeſtics—by our 


B 4 friends 
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friends and enemies. —and by the you 
and bad in general, a 


N 
conſtantly expoſed to the view of our 
relatives and domeſtics. 


We. ſhall 8 find the moſt 
careful and attentive obſervers of our 
conduct in our own families. Children 
naturally form an high idea of the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of their parents, and 
expect to find them a proper model for 
their imitation; and their affection for 
them leads them earneſtly to deſire 
Whatever may contribute to their ho- 
nour and happineſs. ' Now,  tho* this 
eſteem and love will inchne them, as 
much as poſſible, to conceal their faults 
and foibles from the eyes of others, it 
will render them more ready to diſco- | 
ver every blemiſh in their characters 
themſelves. They will be ſurpriſed and 
ſhacked at the ſight of mean and un- 
e actions, in thoſe for whom they 
had 


4 MOTIVE. FO-VIRTVUE. 


will be afflicted by ſeeing thoſe, whom 


they love, expoling themſelves to con- 


tempt and miſery,” by a foolifh and vi- 


cious conduct. Or if their reverence | 


and affection for their parents ſhould, 
at any time, fo far blind their eyes, as 


to lead them to miſtake their foibles 
and faults for excellencies and virtues, 


the conſequence may be ſtill more fatal. 


Their une xperienced and incautious 
feet may be betrayed into the paths of 


folly and vice; and diſgrace and ruin 


may come upon them before they are 


aware. And ſurely it muſt be a power- 
ful reſtraint upon every one, who is ac- 
quainted with the tender feelings; of 


parental affection, to reflect, that by 
indulging his vicious inclinations he 


_ muſt unavoidably either loſe the eſteem 
and affection; of his beloved offspring, 
or lead them into the dangerous mazes 


of wiekedneſs.— On the other hand, 1 


parents behave with prudence, integrity, 
and kindneſs in their domeſtic relations, 
"508 r ind 


8 
had conceived an high veneration; and 
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hy For OY] 


o "Y * . . Wr 
< * * 9 
d | Af ai et 9 
9 
, 4 1 
. 
- 


10 THE NOTICE OF THE WORLD 
and ſupport an honourable and virtuous 
character in the world; their children 
will always behold them with venera- 
tion and love, and {| peak of them with 
reſpe& and pleaſure ;z—they will take 
delight in manifeſting their filial affec- 
tion by their dutiful behaviour ;—they 
will contribute every thing in their 
power towards their ſupport and com- 
fort, in the decline of life ;—and they 
will account it their honour and happi- 
neſs to tread in their ſteps, What 
more effectual inducement to a wiſe 
and virtuous conduct can a fond parent 
have, than the thought, that it wilt 
thus greatly contribute to the pleaſure 
and e N of his n * 


And as parents are obſerved by their 
children, ſo children are continually 
under the eye of their parents, who 
watch over them with the moſt anxious 
concern for their improvement and 
welfare.—It is ſcarcely poſſible for a 
child to commit a fault, which ſhall 

7 ak 
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A MOTIVE, ro VIRTUE 11 
not reach the obſetvation of his pa- 
rents, and wound their hearts. If he 
early diſcover a fondneſs for licentious 


pleaſures, an ahnen and perverſencls _ 
| diſpoſition, or a Preyailing N 
tion to that which is good, he will 
< pierce them through with many for- 
rows.“ They will obſerve the ſteps by 
which he hath deviated from the path 
of virtue, with ſilent grief—will la- 
ment the loſs of all their endeavours to 
train him up in the way in which he 
ſhould go, and the diſappointment of 2 
all their pleaſing hopes concerning him WE: 


Fai) to the grave.” ——On the con- 7 I 
trary, virtuous parents can enjoy no 1 
greater comfort than that, of ſeeing. L 
their children walking in the truth. 1 


The firſt appearances of a pious and 1 
grateful—anhumane and compaſſionate | 4 
La liberal and generous diſpoſition in 4 
their offspring, will afford them un- 
ae able pleaſure. They will behold ' 
B 6 their: 3 
1 1 

* 1 
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their progreſs in wiſdom and goodneſs, 
with conſtant attention arid the higheft 
delight. They will obſerve with grow- 
ing ſatisfaction, their diligence in the 
cultivation of their underſtandings, 
their caution 4 in guarding againſt the 
[Mares of vice, and their readineſs in 
embracing every opportunity of doing 
good. They will eſteem ſuch children 

/ their richeſt treaſure, and greateſt glo- 
ry; and will delight to aſſiſt their pro- 
greſs in knowledge and virtue, and to 
afford them every poſſible advantage, 
for paſſing thro? the world with honour 
and comfort. — Now, what can be bet - 
ter adapted to preſerve young perſons 
from falling by the numerous tempta- 
tions which ſurround them, than the 
conſideration that they cannot indulge 
themſelves in vicious practices, with- 
out filling the hearts of their parents, 
who have been their moſt liberal bene- 
factors and beſt friends, with inexpreſ- 
ſible grief? What can be more pro- 
perly urged upon them, to excite them 
MOLE to 


: : ” £ * 1 
* . 0 + 5 y 
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to cireumſpection and Agence; Uni 
the thought, that alt their improve- 
ene ail be obſerved by their parents, 1 
with heart-felt pleaſure? Let children 
then remember that * a wiſe ſon ma-. 
eth a glad father, and that a fooliſh fon | 
is the heavineſs of his mother ;” and 
let them frequently conſider their pa- 
rents as ſaying unto them, My fon, 
if thine heart be wiſe, e's heart Lena 
"rejoice, even mine..“ 


2 # 


In fine, in whatever relations we 
ſtand in domeſtic life, whether we be 
parents or children—hufbands or wives 
-——maſters or ſervants, our behaviour 
will be conſtantly obſerved by the ſe- 
veral members of our reſpective fa - 
milies, and will Promote their plea- 
ſure and happineſs, and Encreaſe their 
eſteem and affection for us, or WII 
fill them with pain and diſguſt, an 


become the occaſion of innumerable 
evil. | . 
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14 THE NOTICE or THE WORLD 
Nor will our characters be obſerved 


in our families alone; they are ex- 


poſed to the view of the world, like a 


city ſet on an hill, which cannot be hid;“ 


and we may be aſſured that there will 
always be perſons, who, either thro' 
kindneſs and friendſhip—thro' an idle 


curioſity or thro? ill- nature and malice 
ill ſtand ſtill to obſerve them. 


Thoſe whoſe hearts are united to our 


own in the bands of friendſhip, will 


take notice of our conduct, with a ten- 


der concern for our reputation and hap- 
pineſs.— They will keep a ſtrict watch 
over us, that they may aſſiſt us by their 
advice, when we are in danger of err- 
ing, or reclaim us by their reproof, if 
we have gone aſtray. If they ſee us act- 


ing with wiſdom. and honour, their love 
to us will. be encreaſed, and they will 


themſelves be confirmed and eſtabliſhed 


in goodneſs by our example. But if 
they obſerve us purſuing a licentious 


_ vicious courſe of life, they will be 


allicted,, 


A NOTIVE TO RTE T4 • 
afflicted, in proportion to the degree of . 
goodneſs of which they are themſelv es 
poſſeſſed, and the ſtrength of their af: 
fection for us; — they will be aſhamed 
of their connection with us, and will 
think themſelves obliged, for their own 
| honour and ſafety, to diflolve it. O, 
perhaps their attachment to us vill diſ- 
poſe them to view our faults in too fas 

vourable a light, and to & become par- 
takers of our ſins.“ Now what gene- 
rous man could allow himſelf in vicious 
practices, if he were duly ſenſible, that 
he muſt hereby, either give pain to his 
beſt friends, or do them an irreparable 
injury? Or, who that is not a ſtranger 
to the feelings of the friendly heart, 
will not embrace virtue with double 


pleaſure when ſhe comes Nen tee 
by loner: cy aries 


I 

The eyes of our enem es, ee 1 
are upon us, If there be any who, A 
thro? interfering: intereſts, envy, m. 
nature, miſunderſtanding, or any other N 
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means, are become our adverſaries, we 


may be certain that they will always 


keep @ ſevere and cenſorious eye upon 


our conduct. If we happen to make 
one falſe ſtep, or even to approach to- 
wards the appearance of evil, we ſhall 
undoubtedly be obſerved and cenſured 
by them. They will triumph over us 
with malicious pride, and will proclaim 
and aggravate our faults before the 
to encreaſe the number of our enemies, 
and will themſelves be more confirmed 
in their prejudices againſt us. But, if 
we behave with honour and generoſity 


towards all men, and with kindneſs to- 


wards thoſe who have injured us, they 
will probably, in time, become tired of 
their reſentments, will ſee and acknow- 
ledge our merit, and be reconciled unto 


us; or, at leaſt, we ſhall filence and 


ſhame them, „giving them no evil 


thing to ſay of us; and ſhall have a 
witneſs in our own breaſts, that they 


hate us without cane,” -- At 
(211511 But 


* 
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ſerved by the good and bad in general. 


Good men, from their love of vir- FEE: 
tue, and their zeal for its intereſts in 


the world, will rejoice to ſee us ſup- 


porting and recominending it by our 
own praftice—will cordially embrace 
us as their brethren—and will point 
out our example to the imitation. of 
others. We ſhall thus make all the 


good, who are the excellent of the 
earth,” our friends. Whereas, if we 


act inconſiſtently with our religious 
profeſſion, for our own ſakes, for the 
fake of the public; and for the honour 
of religion, they will continually be-= 
grief. On 
the other hand, bad men will have | 


hold us with concern and 


their eyes upon us to take encourage- 
ment from our example, if they ſee us 


| running into the ſame exceſſes and fol- 


lies with themſelves. They. will glory 


in us as their aſſociates, and will here- -... 


by become ſtill more confirmed and 


_ "hardened in their evil ways. But, if 
they 


But farther, we are beheld and ob- 


RT. 
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they ſee us reſolutely refuſing to. fol- 

low a multitude to do evil,” and hold- 
ing faſt our integrity, amidft the moſt _ 

powerful temptations to give it up; 
they will be conſtrained publicly to ac- 


knowledge the ſuperior excellence of 
our characters, or; at leaſt, ſecretly to 
revere them; and it may be hoped, 

that they will be engaged, by behold- 
ing the beauty of holineſs in us,“ to 
forſake the path of folly and wicked- 


neſs, and to become wiſe, and good, 
and r CL 40% 


In theſe inſtances, every man is ſub. 
ject to the notice of his fellow-crea- 
tures. . None are placed in ſtations fo 
| obſcure, as not to have a certain ſphere 
in which they act, and in which their 
actions are obſerved by thoſe around 
them. But the higher our rank in life 
is, and the more public the character 
in which we appear, the more are we 
_ Expoſed to the obſervation of the world. 
An humble . ſituated in an ob- 

ſcure 
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' a MOTIVE TO VIRTUE.” 19 
ſcure valley, will ſometimes attract the 
eye of the traveller; but à city ſet on 
am hill will be more frequently and ge- 
nerally obſerved. "Thoſe who engage 
the notice of the multitude by the 
magnificence of their habitations, the 
elegance of their dreſs, and the ſplen- 
dour of their retinue, muſt expect that 


men will ſometimes turn their eyes 


from the luſtre which furtounds them, 
to obſerve their behaviour and man- 
ners. They will naturally look for 
ſomething as much ſuperior to the 


common level in the latter, as in the 


former. They will expect to find the 
great as much diſtinguiſhed! by their 


virtues as by their ſtation, fortune, and > 


appearance. If, upon a-clofer inſpec- 
tion of their characters, inſtead of find- 
ing that honour, generoſity, and pub- 


o ſpirit, which they had annexed to 
their idea of greatneſs,” they ſee them 
capable of acting from the moſt mean 


and ſelfiſh principles, and of being un- 
alt PR and cruel ; ee will 
. ſoon 


1 A -»ih | 
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ſoon learn to forget their borrowed or- 


naments, and to deſpiſe them in pro- 
portion to the degree of reſpect and 
homage, which they had before paid 
them. Tho' they may ſtill continue 
to obſerve the outward forms of de- 
ference and ſubmiſſion which cuſtom 


requires, they will look. upon them as 


inferior to the meaneſt beggar that 
waits at their door, who hath hive 


his Bonqhr. And e 


| Thoſe, likewiſe, who are employed 
in public offices are, in a peculiar ſenſe, 
like a ( city ſet on an hill, Which-can- 
not be hid. Every man, in the civil 


or religious ſociety, over which a ma- 


giſtrate or miniſter preſitles, thinks (and 
Juſtly thinks) that he hath a demand 


upon him —conſiders him as the ſer- 
vant of the public - and obſerves the 


manner in which he performs the du- 


ties of his ſtation, and in which he acts 


in private life. It is reaſonably expect- 


"ws that thoſe who are ene as in- 


ſtructors 
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ſtructors or rulers of others, ſhould not 
only be faithful and diligent in the'dif- 
charge of their office, but peculiarly 
exemplary in their general behaviour. 
Nothing immoral—nothing contempt- 
— ridiculous in ſuch per- 
ſons, can eſcape the public notice, or 
be obſerved without peculiar diſguſt. 
So prejudieial is . a little folly to Him 


that 1s in pe for wie and 


What hath: Wt ſaid: to illuttrate he 
ſentiment-of the text ſhould teach us 
(in the firſt place) openneſs and ſimpli- 
city of behaviour. Ho can any man 
expect to conceal himſelf under the 
maſk of hypocriſy, when ſo many eyes 
are upon him? He muſt be an adept 
indeed in the deceits of unrjghteouſ- 
neſs, who can ſo artfully ſupport a fic- 


titious character, as to deceiye his 


friends and his enemies, and even thoſe 
of his own houſe. Amidſt ſuch A mu- 
tirude of Toy it is manifeſt that 

the 


22. THE NOTICE or THE WORLD 
the moſt accompliſhed. deceiver muſt 
be in continual danger of detection. It 
is therefore ſurely the wiſer and ſafer. 
courſe, to lay . aſide all guile and hy- 
pocriſy and renounce the hidden things 
of diſhoneſty ;” and to maintain that 
uprightneſs of intention, and ſimplicity 
of manners, which will give us confi- 
dence in the baht of all men. 


/ 


The G0 tribe of our text, that we 
are continually expoſed to the notice of 
the world,“ may, likewiſe, teach us 
caution and circumſpection.—It is of 
great importance, for our own ſake, 
and for the ſake of others, that we 
ſhould take good heed unto our ways. 
If we be immoral, or greatly impru- 
dent, in our conduct, it is impoſlible 
that we ſhould eſcape cenſure. We can 
ſcarcely do a wrong action without ex- 
poſing ourſelves to the pain of being 
blamed and reproved by our friends, 
and condemned and reproached by our 
enemies. And every falſe ſtep which 


We 
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we take may be the occaſion of uneaſi- 
neſs to thoſe whom we moſt highly 
eſteem and love, or may be the means 
of leading them into dangerous and 
deſtructive paths. How important then 
is it that we ſhould < walk Sede 


ſpectly, not as fools, but as wiſe ! 


The conſideration that we are cbati- 
nually obſerved by our fellow- creatures 
ſhould likewiſe excite us to make the 
higheſt poſſible attainments in virtue. 
The more amiable and exemplary our vn 
characters are, the greater pleaſure ſhall  -- Þ 

we give to our virtuous relatives and "i 
friends, and the more beneficial will 
our example be to the world. Let us 
then always conſider ourſelves as placed | 
on high before the view of mankind : 
and let us be ambitious, to preſerve 
ſuch purity of character, that the ma- 
licious eye of our enemies may be able 
to diſcover nothing to our diſadvan- 1 
tage, and to acquire ſuch perfection in 
. chat the maſk. ſanguine ex- 5 

| F 
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s of our friends concerning us 
may not be diſappointed. Let us be 
careful, that our light may ſo ſhine 
before men, that they, ſeeing our. good | 
works, may glorify our Father. 1 is 
in heaven.” | 


And, while we pay a due regard to 
the obſervation of our fellow-creatures, 
let us not forget that we are always 
under the eye of a Being, who ſearch- 
eth all hearts, and underſtandeth all 
the 1maginations of the thoughts, and 
whoſe approbation is of infinitely 
greater importance than that of all the 
world. Numerous as the ſpectators of 
our actions among our fellow - creatures 
are, it is poſſible we may deceive them, 
for they judge by the outward ap- 
pearance;“ but God cannot be de- 
ceived, for - he looketh at the heart.” - 
There is no darkneſs, nor ſhadow. of 
death, where the workers of iniquity 
may hide themſelves from the Al-. 
a. Let us, then, make his ap- 

e 
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probation the chief obje& of our am- 
bition. In cot with this, let 

us learn to diſregard both the ap- 
plauſes and cenſures of the world ; 
and, to preſerve ourſelves humble un- 
der the one, and patient under the 
other, let the language of our hearts 
always be“ It is a ſmall thing for 
me to be judged of man's Judgment 
he that judgeth me Is the Lord.” 
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ON DOMESTIC PEACE  _ 


| Felices ter, et amplius, 1 
| Supremd citius ſolvet amor die. „ 


See that ye fall not out by tbe Way, 


* 


% 
: y 
*. a | | 3 


HIS was the parting. ady vice 
which Jaſeph gave to his bre- 

thren, after that affecting interview, in 
which he had been diſcovering to them 

| —xwhat long abſence and; the change 
in his appearance and ci ondition had 
concealed—that he was t jos brother. 
He had been expreſſing his unalter- 
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able affection for them} by "Fw unto 

them, Be not grieved nor angry with 

yourſelves that ye fold me hither, for 

God did ſend me before you to pre- 

ſerve life.” He had juſt fallen upon 

his brother Benjamin's neck, and been 
weeping over him. At the cloſe of 

this. intereſting ſcene—while his heart 

was full of tenderneſs, and the tears'of 

affe&ion and joy were flowing from his 

eyes. when he was ſending them away 

to his father with the news of his ſafety 

and proſperity, he knew not how to 

take his leave of them more properly, 

or to give them a ſtronger expreſſion of 

ot his concern for their welfare, than by 

— cxhorting them to cultivate mutual 

- harmony and love. He was ſenſible 
that this unexpected interview with a 

brother, whom they had ſo unkindly 
and inhumanly treated, would proba- 

bly furniſh them with no very pleaſing 

reflections, on their way home. He 

juſtly apprehended, that each of them, 


to exculpate himſelf as much as poſ- 
| ble 
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_ bs us of wing the blame 
upon his brother; and that this might, 
perhaps, become the occaſion of ha- 
tred and contention. When therefore 
he parted from them, he thought the 
beſt advice which he could give them 
was, „ See that ye fall nor out t by the 
way.“ 


And the ſame caution may, with the = 
utmoſt propriety, be addrefſed to all _.-- 8 


thoſe who ſtand in a family-relation to 


each other. It is their lot to purfue 1 5 os | 4 > : 4 
the journey of life together; and ie 


depends, in a great meaſure, upon 
themſelves, . whether it ſhall be agree- 
able and pleaſant, or uncomfortable 
and tireſome. An ungoverned vio- 
lence, obſtinacy, or petulance-of tem- 
per will beſet their path with mnume- - 
rable thorns and briars; while a meek, 
| contented and obliging diſpoſicion will 
A their way, and ſpread perpetual 

| C4 ſunſhine 
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funſhine around their ſteps. It there- 
fore highly concerns them to pay a ſe- 
rious and conſtant regard to the advice 
of the text. More particularly, 


The importance of domeſtic. peace 

and harmony will appear, if we conſi- 
der how neceſſary it is to the regular 
and chearful diſcharge of the relative 
duties. Frequent animoſities in fami- 
lies muſt by degrees weaken, if not 
entirely deſtroy, thoſe benevolent. af- 
fections which are the foundation of 
all ſocial virtue. When /the. flame of 
love is daily ſuppreſſed by the damps 


of ill-nature and contention, what can 


be expected, but that it ſhould at laſt 
be totally extinguiſhed ? Or if it ſhould 
ſtill ſurvive, with what pleaſure or ſa- 
tisfaction can the kind offices of do- 
meſtic life be performed, in the midſt 
of daily diſſentions and endleſs ſtrife? 
How can thoſe, who are continually at 
variance with each other, heartily and 
chearfully unite in promoting their 

common 


. 
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common intereſts, and contribute their 
ſeveral parts towards their mutual ſup- 
port and happineſs? What delight or 
improvement can ſuch families find in 
ſocial acts of religious worſhip ? Oe: - 
with what propriety can thoſe who 
have ſpent the dav in angry debates,'or 
in hateful ſullenneſs, at the cloſe of it, 
bow down together before that Being 
who is the author of peace and lover of 
concord, and pray that they may be 
adorned with that < meek and quiet 
ſpirit, which is in the ſight of God of 
great price?“ Can it be wondered at, 
if thoſe, who are ſo unhappy as. t live. 
in the midſt of the flames of conten+. iq... 
tion, loſe by degrees their concern for ; . . 
the happineſs of their families, acquire 
an indolent and thoughtleſs turn of 
mind—abandon themſelves to the] pur- 
ſuit of unlawful pleaſures—and ſeek. 
that peace and ſatisfaction abroad, 
which they find it impoſſible to enjoy at 
home? When a man meets. with un- 

| provoked. reſentment, peeviſhneſs and 

Fo OE ill-nature, 
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34 ON DOMESTIC PEACE. 
ill- nature, where he hoped for the 
warmeſt returns of eſteem and love, he 
muſt either be totally void of ſenſibi- 
lity, or be poſſeſſed of unuſual great- 
neſs of mind, not to ſink under, or caſt 
off, his burden. 


On the other hand, domeſtic harmo- 
ny confirms and increaſes mutual affec- 
tion between the ſeveral members of a 
family, and hereby renders all the re- 
lative duties of life eaſy and pleaſant. 
Under the influence of this principle, 
each of them will chearfully exert him- 
ſelf, in his proper ſphere, for the ad- 
. vantage of the little ſociety to which 
he belongs, and in which he enjoys the 
moſt ſubſtantial comfort and ſatisfac- 
tion. He will apply himſelf with di- 
ligence and alacrity to the buſineſs of 
his ſtation, animated by the proſpect 
of participating the fruits of his labour 
with thoſe for whom he entertains the 
higheſt affection. The hope of being 
eſteemed, approved and applauded by 
8 bis 
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is deareſt relatives and friends, will 
furniſh him with a continual and pow- - 
erful motive to the practice of virtue. 


And he will readily perform the moſt 


difficult or laborious taſk in their ſer- 


vice, ſupported by a ſincere and tender 
concern for their welfare, and aſſured 


that he ſhall obtain—the only reward 
which he defires—their gratitude and 
love. What will not a good man 
chearfully undertake, to ſerve thoſe 


with whom he hath long lived in peace 


and comfort, and with whom he hath 


enjoyed a ſeries of the moſt ſatisfying 


pies, which human life can afford A 


The BK NINO RE of domenig peace 


is, moreover, of the utmoſt conſe- 


quence with regard to the younger 


branches of a family. When parents 


live in continual variance with each 
other, they will find themfelves little 


diſpoſed to pay a ſuitable regard to the 
education of their children. Their at- 
tention will be diverted from this moſt 


C 6 important 
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important concern, by their frequent 
animoſities and trifling debates; and 
their minds will be too much unſettled 
and diſcompoſed, to perform it with 
any degree of pleaſure or ſucceſs. Or, 
if they ſhould attempt to cultivate the 
diſpoſitions and manners of their chil- 
dren, it is probable that a ſpirit of con- 
tradiction, or a tenacious adherence ta 
#heir own opinions, will lead them to 
purſue different, and even contrary 
plans of education. The principles 
and maxims which one inculcates with 
all his might, the other will with equal 
zeal cenſure and condemn. ....Thoſe 
faults which one will excuſe and over- 
book, the other will think it neceſſary 
to puniſh. Thus authority will be op- 
poſed againſt authority, and influence 
againſt influence. The obvious conſe- 
quence of which will be, that they 
muſt loſe that filial reſpect and venera- 
tion which is the ground of filial obe- 
dience. Or, at leaſt, their children will 
learn, to conſider one of their parents 
d | as 
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as ruling them with wiſdom and ten- 
derneſs, and the other as treating them 
with unreaſonable ſeverity to look 
upon the one as their friend, and the 
other as their enemy. But, if this 
ſhould not be the caſe—if we ſuppo ſe 
them to agree in the inſtruction and 
diſcipline of their offspring; 3 What will 
precept avail, where it is continually | 
contradicted by example ? How can 
they expect their children to Tove. one 
another, and to cultivate the benevo- 
lent and friendly affections, while they 
themſelves are continually indulging 
the contrary paſſions, and living toge- 
ther in ſtrife and variance, enmity and 
hatred ? The natural effect of ſuch ex- 
amples muſt be, that their tempers will 
be ſoured, their moral taſte Vitiated, 
and their manners corrupted. 


* 
8 Whereas, when thole h are at the 
head of a family are united in ſincere 
affection, and live together in conſtant 
harmony, their children have an ami- 


— 


243 8 5 4 1 * 1 37 5 n n * q 
«&© i. 2 pj - »> N 6 4d 1 o 2 : - © , * 
9 Nee es... oe Sat ET UE . . 
Fs CE Py * e * * / \ IE 3 » 
- - s * E a = 
- + As EY > - * 
< 4 SL, CR + 14 * - A 
- k # N 2 £ "24 p * $ 
- wy : = 
r SF e oy / 
+ Tn.-. 
- % * 


38 ON DOMESTIC e rtket. 


able pattern perpetually before their 
eyes, which cannot fail of attrafting 
their eſteem and love, and which will 
probably form them to a ſimilarity of 
diſpoſition and manners. And, where 
this union of hearts ſubſiſts between 
parents, it ſtrengthens their affection 
for their offspring, and prompts them 
to unite their utmoſt endeavours for 
their improvement and welfare. They 
employ their joint ſkill and influence 
in the important work of education; 
and, in conſequence of this, their judg- 
ment is regarded with the higheſt de- 
ference—their advice is received with 
the greateſt reſpect their authority is 
doubly revered——and they, train up 
their children in the way in which they 
ſhould go, with eaſe and advantage. 


Domeſtic peace is, likewiſe, an ob- 
jet moſt worthy of our ſerious atten- 
tion, becauſe it greatly contributes to- 
wards our improvement in virtue, and 
prepares us for appearing in the more 
public 
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public ſcenes of life. Every private fa- 4 
mily is a ſchool of virtue or vice. Our _ 
diſpoſitions and characters are not form- I» 
ed in public, but in' the retired walks = 
of domeſtic life. If we here accuſtom 
ourſelves to | indulge a reſentful or 
peeviſh temper, we ſhall form an habit 
of anger or fretfulneſs, which we ſhall 
carry with us into the world. On the 
contrary, if we exerciſe forbearance, 
meekneſs, and benevolence, in our 
daily intercourſe with our relatives and 
friends, we ſhall eſtabliſh the moſt 
amiable affections in our hearts, —ſhall 
learn to lock upon all mankind as our 
brethren——and ſhall be upright and 15 
honourable, kind and generous in all . 
our tranſactiohs with them. In con- 
firmation of this we may remark, that 
the inſtances of thoſe who behave with 
affection and tenderneſs towards their 5 
relatives and dependents, and at the 5 
ſame time are unjuſt, unfaithful, or 
oppreſſive in their conduct towards -_ ⁶ 
others, are exceedingly rare: whereas, ' 


w__ - 
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it is far from being unuſual for perſons 
— in public, aſſume the appearance 
of civility and good-nature, to be, in 
their own families, peeviſh and moroſe. 
And hence it is, that when we ſee a 
man who behaves with propriety _ in 
domeſtic life, we immediately receive 
a bias in his favour, and are always diſ- 
poſed to employ him in our ſervice, or 
make him our friend, much ſooner 
than one of a contrary character. | 


Farther to illuſtrate the ſubje& un- 
der conſideration, we may obſerve, that 
domeſtic peace is of the utmoſt impor- 
tance to ſecure, unto us the pleaſures of 
domeſtic life, —If you would be con- 
vinced of this, viſit the dwelling of dif. 
cord and ſtrife, and obſerve the diſpo- 
ſition, and behaviour of its inhabitants. 

How doth every croſs accident diſcom- 
poſe their minds, and overſpread their 
countenances with gloomy ſullenneſs, or 
furious reſentment! How doth the moſt 
triflin 2 eireumſtance totally: incapacitate 


them 
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them for the enjoyment of life! In vain 
are their tables covered with plenty; 
their habitations adorned with elegance 
and taſte, and their perſons clad in the 
richeſt attire. Their angry paſſions; 

like the jaundiced eye, diſcolour every 
object around them. They are as in- 
capable of reliſhingg#ghe' moſt luxurious 
entertainment, or of efoying the moſt 

delightful ſcene, as the man whole ap- 
petite is taken away, and whoſe ima- 
gination is bewildered, by a raging fe- 
ver. So true is the obſervation of So- 
lomon: Better is a dinner of herbs, 
where love is, than a Wether 5 and 
| —— . 0 1 
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. Wikeefate: is it das we nigh fof re. 
e obſerve thoſe, who appear to 
be poſſeſſed of every thing in their 
own families which can afford them 
ſatisfaction and comfort, continually 
roving abroad in ſearch of happineſs 
paſſing from one ſcene of amuſement 
and diſſipation to another —and never 
os "0 <- 


42 on POMESTIC/PEACE, 

fo. diſcontented and reſtleſs, as when 
they are obliged to paſs a; ſolitary 
hour at home? It is becauſe their own 
ungoverned paſſions and (fooliſh: hu- 
mours, or thoſe of the perſons with 
whom they are connected, will not 
permit them to enjoy the calm and 
heart felt pleaſures: of domeſtic life. 
For, to the mam who is bleſt with ten- 
derneſs and ſenſibility of heart, and 
who hath been ſo fortunate as to form 
agreeable connections in life, his own 
habitation will always be the moſt 
welcome place, and his domeſtic rela- 
tions will furniſh the trueſt and moſt 
laſting pleaſures. Go to the humble 
cottage in which peace and love have- 
fixed their abode, and © behold how 
good and how pleaſant it is for: bre- 
thren to dwell together in unity.” Ob- 
ſerve the unaffected chearfulneſs which 
ſmiles in their countenancesz— hear in 
what artleſs language they expreſs the 
contentment and joy of their hearts j— - 


* — * 
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ſee wich what good- wi ll they perform 
 # thouſand offices of civility and kind. 


ſatisfaction they fit down together to 


their plain but wholeſome repaſt 
with what unfeigned gratitude and joy 
they unite to preſent their thankſgiv- 
ings to the Father of the families of 
the whole earth, and how chearfully 
and affectionately they commend them- 
ſeves and each other to the care and 
bleſſing of heaven. Dwell for a while 
in this happy family, and learn the in- 
eſtimable value and excellence of do- 
meſtic peace and love. Where hearts 
are thus united by the firmeſt and moſt 


pleaſing of all bonds, mutual affection, 
and where this affection is manifeſted 


in a conſtant ſeries of kind offices, 
there, indeed, is the ſeat of content - 
ment and happineſs; there will that 


ſolid ſatisfaction be found, which is in 


vain ſought for in the crouded and 
noiſy ſcenes of buſineſs and amuſe- 
ment. The man, who can command 

the 
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the ſerene and filent pleaſures: of do- 
meſtic life, may leave to the ſons of 

ambition and vanity, to the ſlaves of 

intemperance and debauchery, and to 
the dupes of taſte and faſhion, their 
imaginary delights; and may ſay with 
| the full conſent of his heart, * have 
Wonen ov | | 


? 
0 w.> 


But, bright as this na is, we out 
not expect to find it entirely free from 
clouds. Whatever degree of content- 
ment and happineſs we may poſſeſs in 
our own minds, or in our domeſtic 
relations, we cannot hope to be with- 
out our ſhare-of affliction from exter- 
nal cauſes. + Man is born to trouble 
as the ſparks fly upwards ;” and why 
ſhould we flatter. ourſelves that we ſhall 
be exempted from the common lot of 
humanity ? Our preſent. tranquillity 
and eaſe will moſt probably be inter- 
rupted by ſickneſs of body, by loſſes 
or diſappointments in our affairs, or 
by ſome other calamitous events. Or. 
howeyer, | 


& * 


ON. — „ 
However, it! is appointed: mw. us all 


em oy an courſe of do- 
meſtic 


paration muſt arrive, when we ſnall go 

down to the grave, and “ the eye 
which hath ſeen us ſhall "ſee us no 
ere of af Dey 4 


* .£ 


1/2 (3-293: £18; | " 
| Now, nachos the afflictions of life, 
and in the immediate proſpect of 


death, judge ye, whether true ſatis- 


faction and comfort are to be found in 
the families where peace and love have 
been ſtrangers, or in thoſe in which 
they have taken up their conſtant re- 
ſidence ? Thoſe who have lived to- 
gether in a ſtate of variance and en- 

mity have no inward conſciouſneſs of 
harmonious and well regulated affec- 
tions no pleaſing recollection of a 
peaceful and happy life — no teſtimo- 
nies of the eſteem and love of their 
Friends, to ſupport and comfort them 
en ; | in 


ic peace and happineſs to the end 
of our days, the painful moment of ſe- 
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in their laſt moments. ut thoſe who 
| have ſpent their days in the continual” 

exerciſe of benevolent: affections, and 
in the daily performance of reciprocal 
offices of kindneſs, may, at this ſeaſon, 
derive unſpeakable ſatisfaction from 
the remembrance of paſt life; may 


with compoſure and chearfulneſs re- 


ſign each other into the hands of that 
Being, who hath been the guide of 


their youth, and the ſupport of their 
age; and may poſſeſs a humble hope 


of meeting again in ſome happier ſtate, 
and of dwelling for ever in the regions 


of eternal peace and j joy. 


Such are the argument by which. 


domeſtic peace and harmony may be 
recommended. It is neceſſary” to the 


regular diſcharge of the relative duties; 


—it is of the utmoſt conſequence with 


regard to the education of children 


it greatly contributes to our improve- 
ment in virtue, and prepares us for the 
more e public ſcenes of life; = and, fis 
nally, 


7 
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„ir i attended with the 


then can be more worthy: af the ſerious 
regard of all thoſe) who, are united in 
rn e 


If you be deſirous of following this 
advice, and of enjoying all the plea- 
fures and advantages of [domeſtic 
peace; — Be careful not to ſuffer your 


conſiderable and trifling incidents. 
frequently happens, that circumſtances 
of the moſt trivial nature occaſion diſ - 
ſenſions in families, and produce the 
moſt ſerious and fatal conſequences. 


To prevent this, always maintain an 


high ſenſe of the importance of family 
Peace, and eſteem it as a precious 
„in compariſon with which moſt 
other things are triſles.Accuſtom 
vourſelves to ſubmit to the opinions 
humours of 


n and pleaſure. What advice | 4 


4 — 
4 * 5 b | 


of 0N: DOMESTIC PEACE: 
*  Gthers; in matters of little conſequence, 
even when they are . contrary to your. 
on inclination or judgment. A poſi- 
tive, tenacious, obſtinate temper hath 
its foundation in pride, ignorance, and 
ill nature, and is the occaſions of in- 
numerable diſſentions. To preſerve 
you from it, imitate the conduct of 
Abrabam, who, when a conteſt aroſe 
between his own ſervants and thoſe of 
Lot, faid unto: him, Let there be 
no ſtrife I pray thee: between me and 
thee, and between my herdmen and 
thy herdmen, for we be brethren. Is 
not the whole land before thee? Se- 
parate thyſelf,” I pray thee, from me; 
if thou wilt talee the left hand, then 1 
to the right, then I will go to the left. 
— To- conclude; — Cultivate' mutual 
affection and eſteem, by daily perform- 
ing towards each other all the kind 
_ in your power. This is the 
important and comprehenſive 
ale ou the preſervation of: domeſtic 
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peace; for if you love one another 
' fincefely, you will be little diſpoſed to 
full out by the way. The obſervation,” 
which the apoſtle Pau! makes concern- 
ing love in general, may be juſtly ap- 
Plied to that affection which ought ro 
ſubſiſt between the members of the 
fame family: Love is tlie fulfilling 
of the law.” < See then that ye love 

one another with pure bearts fer- 
6 


- 
* 


: * 
- bal « 7 K f 10 en — — 
And may the God of love and peace 
- * ! . ; W 
be with you: * 
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54 Am FRAUD. a 
virtue, which men have more frequent 


occaſion to practiſe, or which is more 5 


immediately conducive to the welfare a 
of individuals, or of ſociety, than! that 
which is enjoined 1 in the text equity, 
or honeſty, in our 1 Witn 
each other. Let us then, at this time, 
enquire into the nature and foundation 
of this virtue — point out ſome of the 
various ways in Which: men are in dan- 
ger of violating the laws of juſtice, in 
the affairs of trade and commerce 
and conſider the obligations which we 
are under to avoid every ſpecies of 
diſhoneſty and fraud in our dealings. 
«© Thou ſhalt not — neigh- 2 
bour.“ 


From the earlieſt ages of the world, 
men have formed themſelves into fo- 
cieties for their mutual pleaſure and 
advantage, In this ſtate, they do not 
enjoy all the good things of life in 
common; but every man poſſeſſeth 
Towns ſhare of —_ which is. conſi- 


Sn : dered 


dead; as 1 property. 
In this ſtate, likewiſe, a great variety 
of arts, manufactures, o and , an loy- 


ments have been invented, and al in 
- continual ule, for the benefit and con- 
venience of the whole. From theſe 
circuinſtances ariſe the relations which 
ſubſiſt between the buyer and the 

2 che ee n N 


— i % Vahr wüsebembd > adi 
relations that the virtue of honeſty, in 
the uſual acceptation of the term, is 
principally to be exerciſed. An honeſt 
man, if he purchaſe any commodity 
from another, will make him that re- 
turn, which cuſtom or their mutual 
agreement requires; — if he fell any 
part of his property, he will ſeek no 
greater advantage from it, than will 
be generally allowed fair and honour- 
able, or than he himſelf would be will- 
ing thar the buyer ſhould gain, upon 
the ſuppoſition of an exchange of cir- 
„Ar D 4 cunmſtances; 
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56 AGAINST FRAUD. 
cumſtances ;—if he engage another to 
ferve him in any particular art or :oe-. 
cupation, he will give him that reward 
forthis ſervice: which he hath a right 
to expect, from mutual agreement, 
general cuſtom, or the manifeſt reaſon 
of the thing; if he undertake to 
ſerve another in his proper calling, he 
will perform the buſineſs he hath un- 
dertaken, with fidelity and punctu- 
ality, and will demand no more than 
a cuſtomary and reaſonable ſatisfaction 
for his labour ;—in a word, an honeſt 
man, at all times, and upon all. Oe 
caſions, doth unto others, as he 
would wiſh that others ſhould do unto 


- him. 


f : 


Fr rom this account of mae we 
may eaſily infer wherein the violation 
of the great law of juſtice between 
man and man conſiſts, or When 8 
man may be ſaid to dena his * 
bour. ; n e 2 N. 


N 
- 


+ iF - The 


AGAINST, FRAUD. | | * | 
ilty: of fraud, 
| when he makes uſe. of Falſhood or, low 


The purchaſer is 


cunning to diminiſn the value di 
commodity, in the eſtimation & 


Which Solomon deferibes. in h. 


Proverbs: It is naught, ir is.naught,. 
faith, the buyer, but, when he is gone 


his way, he boaſteth.“ He likewiſe 
defrauds his neighbour, when he takes 


hen he receives any part of his 
property, and applies it to his own. 
uſe, without being careful. to make 
him the equitable return, at the time 
when he may reaſonably expect it; 


and laſtly, when he makes that wile | 


and merciful inſtitution of the legilla-- 
ture, which was only intended. for the 
ſecurity of thoſe whom misfortune hath, 
rendered incapable of. anſwering the 


demands of equity, a protection for 


extravagance and knavery.. 


proprietor. - This is the 9 8 


advantage of his ignorance, to obtain 
any thing for leſs. than its reab value; 


8 D The 
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The Feller defrauds his neighbour, 
es he*takes advantage of the igno- 
rance'or miſtakes of the purchaſer, or 

makes uſe of arts to impoſe” upon his 


The beige or he who fans u. 
bourers under him for hire, acts a 
diſhoneſt part, when he lays upon 

them burdens too heavy to be borne 
hen he requires harder or longer 
tabour from them, than was at firſt 
agreed upon, without making them a 

1 proportionable acknowledgment ;—or 
. when he deprives them of their ages; 
bor with-holds them beyond a reaſon- 

able time. The law of Moſes, in this 

3 laſt particular, was equitable and mer- 
| ciful : „ The wages of him that is 
| ' hired ſhall not abide with thee until 
the morning :” that is, ſhall not be 

retained after the time when they be⸗ 

come due. 
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8 ade ee ſavnt ne com- 


good. reaſon, he, quit 
hath undertaken, and 3 his — 2 
in difficulty, ohen he performs his 
engagements in à negligent and de- 
fective manner; — or when he takes 
| advantage of the confidence which his 
maſterthath placed, _ to e's | 
* ebe pp. Wine ie 


Theſe a are ſome & 1 Niels Had of 
iniquity, which the ſons of unrighte- 
01 inefs and fraud. haye invented, and 
too often practiſe, in the affairs of 
trade and commerce. Vou cannot live | 
in the world, without being frequently 
obliged to obſerve. ſuch inſtances ' as 
theſe, It is well if you have only ſeen 
them. Happy is the man .who hath _ 
never. fallen by the ſnares which the 
wicked are perpentlly laying. in the 
path of the Juſt ! But ſtill more happy 
3s he.. who, in the midſt of a thouſand 
. of fraud and injuſtice, ahd-a 
D 6 thouſand » , 
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thouſand temptations to follow" che 
multitude who do evil, hath held faſt 
his integrity! When we meet With'a 
man of this character, we may behokl 
him with admiration and *eſtectn, and 
fay concerning him, as JE sus faid of 
Nathaniel, © Behold” an Hfuelite in- 
deed, in whom there is no guile!“ 8 
ai a eee Wini! 20 Nin 103 
Beſides the inftances' of diſhoneſty 
Kan enumerated, there are any 
others which might be mentioned; 
but without inſiſting upon theſe, 1 
proceed to lay before you the princi- 
pal arguments, to guard you againſt 
all the low arts of fraud and deceit, 
and to enforce the obſervance of the 
ſtricteſt honour and moſt perfect 35 


* ONT pe 


ty, in your dealir ngs. 


14 


conſidered, that the c Fs 
injunction of the text, Thou ſhalt 
not defraud” thy neighbour,” is of the 
higheſt importance to the welfare of 

| ſociety, 


% 


( 


credit would ceaſe j and commerce 
itſelf would expire: What. is ĩt which 
gives eee eee 
pard to honour̃ and equity, 
e e as the inſtances of 
ice” are; ſtill trium 
world, and encourages one man to 
commit his moſt valuable poſſeſſions 
0 the care 6f another? Who dorh 
not ſee, that honeſty is the only true 
eement of ſociety, and the chief ſup» 
port of all eommercial intercourſe? 
Who doth not lament the 
effects which are produced, where 
this noble principle happens to fail ? 
Where, in any ſingle inſtance, a man 
lurks in the fecret places of unri 
ouſneſs, and waſtes OY and ex 
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truvagance that wealth, - - which: the 
honeſt induſtry. of ethers hath gained, 
and which their —— | 
cence had put into his hands j how 
often do we: {ee one calamity after 
another ariſing: from his unexpected 
fall | - A flouriſbing family. broken, up ! 
relatives and friends involved in 
difficulties, and overwhelmed, with 
grief many fair traders embar- 
raſſed, perhaps ruined the mourn- 
ing widow, and the deſolate and help- 
leſs orphan deprived of, their little 
| Kore! Even in the preſent; ſtate of 
things, ſuch ſcenes as theſe are, alas 
far from being unuſual. What then 
would be the conſequence, if injuſtice 
and knavery were daily to gain ground 
in the world, and at laſt to become 

— nn en auen 


een On the, contrary, were 
all unrighteouſneſs-and deceit baniſhed 
from the earth, what a-long train of 
158 would take their flight with 
2 644 them ! 
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* it may be obſeryed. farther, that 
the virtue of honeſty is of eſſential 
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The honeſk man ig a 
| — in buſineſs, and has 


the faireſt proſpect of ſucceſs in his 
may indeed in come inſtances, de the 
moſt expeditious, bus they are far 
from being the moſt certain road to 
wealth and greatneſs. It often hap- 
pens, that the artful and deſigning 


 knave is diſcovered, and his. ſchemes 


of iniquity are-blaſted, before he hath 
accompliſhed his purpoſe. After much 
care and labour, and many fears and 
anxieties, he may very poſnibly betray 


himſelf, and fruſtrate his own deſigns. 


j + * 


hut the honeſt man purſues the 
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plain and beaten Pech of. diligence; 
prudence, and i „ till he gra- 
dually obtains —— — 
he can behold with ſaciafadtion, and. 
be e eee ume fl. 


- Honeſty-is likewiſe the ben m_ | 

of our reputation. A man cannot 
take ſo effectual a method to become 
univerſilly deſpiſed, as to do a' baſe 
and diſhoneſt action: for, mankind; 
amidſt all their difference im opinions 
and cuſtoms, ſeem to be generally 
agreed i in this— to encourage and. re- 
ward integrity and honour, and to 
diſcountenance and puniſh: injuſtice 
and fraud. Let two men be in every 
other reſpect equal; if the one have 
the character of an upright and good 
man, and the other be deemed trea- 
eherous and fraudulent, it will be no 
difficult thing to determine, which will 
be generally eſpouſed, employed, and 
aſſiſted, and which will be treated 
vw neglect and contempt. Men may 
flatter. 


A e e ID. | 

flatter themſelves, an they” bee | 1 
learned the art of deceiving the world, 1 
and that tliey can execute their r Gi I 
: Kbnoupilile ſchemes, and, at the Lathe - 1 
time, ſupport all | the-reputarion ani! 
enjoy all the advantages of the honeft 3 
man. But the world is more quick:  __ J 
1 ghted than ſuch perſons are aware 
Na res more art and teſolution to 
ſupport a Hctitious character than 
ſuch perſons are willing to apprehend. 
Tho* their true features may long lie 
concealed under the maſk of genes. 
rofity or piety,” a | thouſand accidental 
circumſtances may occur to take off 
the difguiſe. © And how odious, how 
contemptible muſt they appear, to all 
who behold them in their natural co- 
jours] how muſt even thoſe who, for 
the ſake bf their families or friends, 
chobſe to conceal thi ir faults, in their 
hearts deſpiſe them! And, when their 
hates" Hes laid open to public 
ey what er and confuſion 
0 without 
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without. their wonted dliſguiſe, 
meet the faces of thoſe. hom of 
have ſo long attempted to 1 4 5 
On the other hand, how happy is dhe 
honeſt, man, in the eſteem and love of 
all around him! He is frank, open 
and conſiſtent in his whole behaviour. 
His words agree with the ſentiments 
of his heart; and his actions, gor: 
reſpond with his profeſſions... He diſ- 
guiſes no low and ſiniſter views, un- 
der the ſpecious pretences of private 
friendſhip or public ſpirit. He e 
uſe of no mean artifices, cee 
liſh his deſigns. He lays hate? 
in the way. of others, to 5 them 
into difficultics. . His wiſdom is al- 
ways tempered with ſincerity, and 
ſeaſoned with humanity, r i 
charity. If .he;camtiquily aypids 
and- declines, dangers himſelf, — 
willingly brings chem upon his neigh- 
bour. If he embraces favourable op- 
portunities of. ſerving his own inte- 
reſts, n n not to war Shale 
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AGAINST FRAUD. 6 g 
of other. He is never ſo ſeläſh, > 
to be unjuſt or uncharitable- to any 
man. He may, therefore, chearfully 
ſuffer even the eye of envy! and ma 
lice to ſcrutinize his actions, and may 
ſubmit to have his moſt fecret thoughts 
and purpoſes laid before the world: 
for the more accurately his conduct is 
examined, and the mote thoroughly 
his defigns are known, the greater 
applauſe will he receive. He can ex&- 
cute his ſchemes, and tranfad the bu- J 
ſinefs of his ſtation, without the pain- 1 
ful apprehenſion of making any di.. 
covery to his diſadvattage. He . 
ways enjoys, and is ſenſible that he | 
always deferves the confidence of thoſe 
with whom he is connected. He pro- 
vides for himſelf a reſouree againſe 
unforeſeen calamities, in the friends  * 
ſhip and generoſity of thoſe wham he 1 
hath N nt Served, 32 Ao 5 6 
info his 8 The w wil =_ 


BR | AGAINST FRAUD. 
Kill honour and e his character; 
and the generous and 1 a 
will be ready to aſſiſt him. 
not be aſhamed in the evil re 
his reputation ſhall ſhine forth, with a 
pleaſing luſtre, from under the cloud 
of ee tagen | 
| ty 
The honeſt man, Alert, enjoys 
the continual happineſs of being ſatis- 
fied from himſelf. While the man 
who defrauds his neighbour muſt often 
ſuffer the reproaches ef his own mind 
ile his unrighteous deeds muſt 
often riſe up like horrid ſpectres, to 
torment his guilty ſpirit; the man 
of integrity, who hath, on all occa- 
ſions, endeavoured to act an upright 
and honourable part, poſſeſſeth a per- 
petual fund of ſelf - enjoyment, of 
which no change in his external con- 
dition can deprive him. If he enjoys 
an abundance of the good things of 
life, he hath che happineſs to reflect, 
tha i ic che fru of his honeſt in- 
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duſtry, and the bleſſin of heaven z 


he can ſay with the 


my ri 


departed from my God.“ Or if he 
meet with deppen and trou- 
ble, he hath this for his conſolation, 
that they have not befallen him for 


any iniquity in his hands;“ and can. 
triumph, if not in the ſucceſs of his 


undertakings, in the integrity of. his 


heart, and the innocence of his life. 
Having the teſtimony of a good con- 


ſcience, he can meet all the calatni- 
ties of life with compoſure, and look 


forward with humble hope to the day, 
in which he muſt part with all his 


earthly poſſeſſions, and WS. an ac- 


count of himſelf to God. 1 oY 2 


44 


Let it-be N in Y NN 
place, ghat all injuſtice and fraud are 


> ighly 


Lord hath rewarded) me according: 0 
cleanneſs of my nes hath: he recom- - 
penſed me; for I have kept the way 
of the Lord, and have not wickedly. 
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highly difpleaſing. to the Almighty, 
and that, uprightneſs and honour. will 
always be acceptable in his: ſight. | We 
may be aſſured from the conſtitution 
of the world, in which equity. and 
juſtice are of ſuch: vaſt importance to 
the general welfare, and from the na- 
tural bias of the human mind towards 
integrity, that theſe are virtues which 
the great author of nature highly, p- 
proves. And this ſentiment is fre- 

quently inculcated in the holy ſerip- 
tures . Lord, who ſhall abide in 
thy tabernacle, (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) 
wd ſhall dwell in thine holy hill ? 
He that walketh vprightly, and 
worketh righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh 
the truth in his heart. He that doeth 
theſe. things ſhall never be moved.” 
It is "Ip language. of the prophet 
Jſaiah : He that walketh + righte- 
ouſly and ſpeaketh vprightly, he that 
deſpiſeth the gain of oppreſſions, and 
that ſhaketh his hands from holding 
of bribes, he ſhall dwell-on high, his 
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place of defence mall be tie müht: 
tions of rocks; bread ſhall be given 
him; his waters ſhall be ſure.” The 
| prophet Amos. addreſſed the Naelites 
in this manner: Hear This, 0 ye 
that ſwallow up the needy, even to 
make the poor of the land to fail, 
ſaying, When will the new moon be 
gone, that we may Tell corn, and the 
ſabbath that we may ſet forth wheat ? 
making the.ephab ſmall, and the Jhekel 
large, and falſifying the balance by 
deceit ;—the Lord hath ſworn, Surely 
I will never forget any of their works.“ 

The apoſtle Paul inſtructed his fellow: 
chriſtians, ** That this is the will of 
God that no man go beyond, or 
defraud his brother in any matter.“ 

And Jeſus Chriſt, the great teacher 
ſent from God, hath left his diſciples 
this excellent ſummary of their duty 

on this head 3 * All things whatſo- 


ever ye would that men ſhould do 
unto 
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We Rel then the e ho Our | 
inducements to lay, afide the hidden 
things of diſhoneſty, and to do juſtice 
and judgment every man with his 
neighbour.. If we act in this manner, 
ye ſhall contribute our part towards 
the removal of thoſe evils which in- 


juſtice and fraud have brought into 


the world, and towards promoting the 
public tranquillity and happineſs;— 
we ſhall take the moſt direct and cer- 
tain road to ſucceſs and reputation in 


the world; —— we ſhall poſſeſs that / 


ſatisfaction i in our own minds, which 
will be a perpetual ſource of comfort 
and joy; — we ſhall obtain the -#ppro- ö 

Who 
loveth righteouſneſs, and whoſe thin. 
tenance beholdeth the upright PL 
and having. faichfully , 4 beweg our 
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generation, according to the will of 
God,” we ſhall, finally, be re- 


compenſed at the, reſurrection of the 
juſt:“ 


Which may God of his infinite mer- 
y grant! 
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Thi Jews have no eats ings with the Sami | ET 1 5 
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PO N the firſt reading of theſe 
words, one would imagine, that _ 2 
| ade Samaritans muſt have been à po- 
ple of ſuch a vile and: ed cha. _ 
rater, that their neighbours found it 
neceſſary, for their own ſafety, to 
avoid, as much as poſſible, every king 

of connection with them—or, at leaſt, 


ad Eg 


© On BIGOTRY, | 


that they had been guilty of ſome 


diſhonourable and iniquitous practices 
towards the Fewiſh nation, for. wor 


it was impoſtible- they ſhould. eve 
make ſufficient atonem ent. Had they 


violated me ſolemn league or cove- 


nant—Had they betrayed their neigh- 
bours and allies.into the hands of ſore 


common foe - Had they made an un- 


provoked attack upon them, and at- 
tempted to bring Judea into ſubjection 
to Samaria; — Such circumſtances as 
theſe might juſtly have been deemed a 
ſufficient ground for that eſtrangement 
and diſaffection which ſubſiſted between 
the two nations. 


But the narration from whence the 
text is taken, and the Jewiſh hiſtory, 
give us a very different account of the 
matter an account not much ta the 
credit either of the Fews or the Sama- 


Titans; From thence we learn, that 


the inhabitants of Judea looked upon 
* as the _ place in which 


public 
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public Mn poi was to be * 
to Almighty God; and that the Sama- 
ritam, (who were a mixed people, 
compoſed partly of the remnants of 
the Jewiſh tribes, and partly of pro- 
ſelytes from other nations) on account 
of ſome antient tradition, fancied that 
the mountain Gerizim was, above all 
other places, holy unto the Lord. 
« Our fathers (ſaith the Samaritan wo- 
man to our Saviour) worſhipped in 4 
this mountain, and ye ſay, that in Je- _ 
ruſalem is the place where men ought 7 
to worſhip. This ridiculous diſpute, 
with ſome other trifling differences 
concerning the ceremonial part of de- J 
votion, was the fole cauſe of that in- 
curable alienation and hatred to which "IF 
the text refers. On this foundation, IF 
the enmity of the Jews againſt the _ 7 
Samaritans was raiſed to ſuch an height. 
that (according to one of their own - 
hiſtorians) their chief prieſts and grand 
„ fenate actually paſſed a decree, by 
Which Anathema was nn upon 
n E 4 the 
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the Samaritans, and it a declared: Aa 
moſt. heinous crime, for n Ne to par: 
take with them in their common re- 


paſts or entertainments-. Hence it 


was, that when our Saviour aſked a 
Samaritan woman for a draught of 


water, to refreſh himſelf on his jour- 
ney, ſhe was aſtoniſhed at the requeſt, 


and ſaid, How is it, that thou, be- 
ing a Je, aſkeſt drink of me, who am 
a woman of Samaria? for the 

have no dealings with the Samaritans.” 
Such were the conſequences of a dif- 


- ference in opinion concerning the place 


| in which God ſhould- be vorſhipped. 


” anos farmer and dupidity bob | 
that men ſhould ever imagine, that 


Almighty God, who filleth heaven and 
_ earth with his preſence, can be dif- 


pleaſed with thoſe who: worſhip. him an 
ſpirit and truth, becauſe they neglect 
to preſent their devotions on one par- 
ticular ſpot of ground! - that they 
"_ ever be ſo aba of religious mad- 

11 5 neſs, 
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charitable connections with their neigh- 


SHEEP 


— — + 


e che Ms bland Alta 
to particular ſchemes of faith and 
modes of worſhip, which manifeſted, 
itſelf among the Jewißb people; hath 


' appeared, in numerous inſtances and 
various forms, through every age of 


the chriſtian KN to the preſent. 
time. Many of the firſt chriſtians, 
who were converts from Judaiſm, re- 


tained ſuch a fondneſs for the cere- 
monial obſervances, to which they had 


been accuſtomed, that they could not, 
with the leaſt degree of patience, en- 
cure the conduct of thoſe who, con- 


PLL as to break ofr all friendly and 


bours, for no other reaſon; but becauſe 

they refuſed to go from theie own” 

country to another, to worſhip their 
maker l. Yet ſuch were the opinions | 
ſuch was the conduct of a people, Who 
valued themſelves upon their religious 
privileges, and boaſted that unto them 
ee wore wa cen of eee 4 


E >? tended 
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of chriſtian 
1 — 2 bad 
constantly attended upon che wiſe and 
benevolent diſcourſes of his divine 
from whom, therefore, one 
Signs ker : expe&ted more enlarged 
ſentiments, and a mere Hiberal and ge- 
 herous behaviour was ſo much under 
the influenee of this prejudice, chat 
when he came to Cornelius, a Raman 
centurion, © who was à devout man, 
and one that feared God, and gave 
much alms,“ he thought it neceſſary 
to excuſe himſelf for having departed 
from the cuſtom of his nation, by ſay- 
ing; Te know how that it is an un- 
lawful thing, for a man that is a Jew 
to keep company, or come unto one 
of another nation; but God hath 
ſhewed me, that I ſhould not call any 
man common or unclean.” And in 


later ages, the ſame ſpirit of bigotry 
hath appeared in a thouſand different 
ſhapes of deformity: Sometimes it hath 
led one ſect of chriſtians, in public 

2 council, 


on | BEIGQTRY.,, 83 
council, to declare the opinions f 
another erroneous. and heretical, and 
even to cut them off from the ſociety 
of the faithful, and pronounce them 
in danger of everlaſting damnation. 
The expreſs words of an ancient and 
well-known creed are; ·¶ Whoſoever 
will be ſaved, before all things it is 
neceſſary that he hold the catholic 
faith: Which faith, except every one 
do keep whole and undefiled, without 
doubt he fhall periſh everlaſtingly.” 

Nay, ſuch hath been the madneſs of 
blind zeal and bigotry, that many who 
have called themſelves the followers of 
the meek and benevolent Saviour of 
the world, not ſatisfied with ſentencing 
their fellow chriſtians to eternal miſery 
in a future life, have, at preſent, con- 
demned them to ſuch dreadful ſuffer- 
ings, as it is ſhocking to human na- 
ture barely to relate as if all men, 
Who had too much underſtanding or 
conſcience to believe, or profeſs the 
N abſurd and pernicious opinions 
| E with 
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with themſelves, were monſters}-which 
it was neceſſary for * e of human 
ſocietyt ro deſtroy.” 5 | Aa 07-0249 
2 bas 4 zit 94 39, 
Kid a h it _ be hoped that 
Ae fury of this perſecuting ſpirit 15 in 
ſome meaſure abated, there are ſtill 
great multitudes in the chriſtian Lorle. 7 
who feem to hold it neceſſary or pt 
dent at leaſt that the Ferws could 
have no dealings with the Samarittns? 
If a man, who profeſſes the ſame rell 
gion with themſelves, happens to dif. 
fer from them merely in ſpeeulative 
opinions, or external modes of wor- 
ſhip, they will, as much as poſſible, 
ſhun all intercourſe with him! In con- 
verſation, they will be continually 
upon their guard, leſt they ſhould be 
corrupted by his diſcourſe, and will 
behave with ſuch an air of indifferenee 
and contempt,” as ſpeaks in the moſt 
expreſſive manner the language of 
their hearts: Stand by thyſelf, for I 
am holier than thou.“ If they have 


an 


on. BIGOTRY: > 
e 

of kindneſs to him, they will either 
imitate the Levite, who, when he ſaw 
the wounded ftranger lying im his way, 
paſſed by on the other fide ; or, at 
beſt, will beſtow their favours with 
that ſuperciliouſneſs and pride, which 
vill deſtroy moſt of the merit, and all 
the grace, of the action. And they 
will be peculiarly careful, as much as 
poſſible, to avoid all connections with 
perſons of heretical principles, in the 


affairs of religion. Such inſtances, of 


bigotry, ſtrange as they may ſeem to 
many, are frequently to be met with 


diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of which 
is love. It cannot, therefore, be im- 


proper for us to guard againſt the 


moſt diſtant approaches towards un- 
charitableneſs, by reflecting that it 
proceeds from miſtaken agd perni- 
cious Principles —that it betrays a 

narrow and contracted ſpirit that, it 


hath been the oogaliois al the an 
er 


: of ne n 


among thoſe who profeſs a religion, the 
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evils and that it is „e eee 

enen chritianity. 70 
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| — prooceds fro miſtaken arid 

pernicious principles. Thoſe who are 


under its influence ſuppoſe, that Al- 
mighty Gon confines his favour to that 
particular ſect, to which they have the 
happineſs to belong. They imagine, 
chat they are the only people whom 
Gov hath feen fit to enlighten with the 
knowledge of his truth, and that all 
around them are in moſt pitiable dark- 
neſs and error. They look upon their 
little circle as a ſacred incloſure, on 
which the Almighty ſmiles with partial 
favour, and upon the reſt of the world, 
as a wild and barren wilderneſs, over- 
run with the weeds of ignorance and 
vice. No wonder, therefore, that out 


of meer humanity, they exert them- 
ſelves to bring others into this happy 
fold. No wonder that the bigoted 
Jews in the time of our Saviour, and 
that  bigots, in all ages and countries 

have 


Rl reds... =_ - 
Have compaſitd ſea and andi make 
ſurely chargeable with 8 felfs 
flartery and deluon. Fot, is t Gor 
earth? Have not all the inhabitants af 
the world, even the moſt rude and 
uncuhiivated, an equal right to hope 
for his protection and favour? And 
doth he not actually beftow the gifts of 
nature, and iffribaate the antes 'of 
his providence, at large and without 
limitation ? Doth he not viſit every 
clime, and every creature with the 
light of the ſun? how then ſhould it 
have entered into the heart of man to 
ſuppoſe, that his favour is confined to 
any particular tribe or nation, or that 
he beſtows the neceflary means of vir« 
tue and happineſs only upon a ſmall 
and inconſiderable part of mankind ? 
The Almighty is equally preſent in the 
wild and ſavage deſert, as in the moſt 
refined and civilized nations of the 
world. He is alike the father. of all 
mankind, 


oon rr. 
mankind. And nothing can be more 
abſurd and groundleſs more vain and 
preſumptuqus than for a ſmall and 
inconſiderable body of men to expect 
to ingreſs the favour: of heaven to 
themſelves, as if they alone were the 
remnant that ſhould be ſaved. The 
folly of the pretenſion is too obvious 
to need illuſtration. Vet on this weak 
foundation en deen, often an 
anne | * 2 iT 
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er opinion, which bang rake 
riſe to much uncharitableneſs, and def | 
ſecution, is, that no man, 'who doth 
not; in the main, embrace the fame. 
faith with ourſelves, ' whatever mining 
moral qualities he may poſſeſs, can 
reaſonably hope to be accepted of 
Gop. Men have indulged a vain ima - 
gination—that ſomething elſe, beſides” 
an upright intention and a good life, 
is neceſſary to intitle a man to the cha- 
racter of a true chriſtian, and inſure 
him the enjoyment of that happineſs _ 
wy 
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ng us et proband evi 
* which i is to give'VNlve to” all his 
virtues, and, more than all;'to:recom- 


mend him to the Favour: of heaven, is 


a zealous Profeſſion | of particular ſy- 
ſtems of faith, and a ſtrict adherence 


to particular modes of worſhip. This 


abſurd and romantic notion hath been 
fo deeply rooted! in the minds of many, 
VO i in the chriſtian world, that they 
have not been able to treat. perſons! of 
a different religion or ſect with kind- 
neſs or civility, and have ſhunned all 
intimate and friendly intercourſe with 


them, as à deviation from the ſtricæ- 
neſs and ſanctity, which their Om 


profeſſion ng 12 ond 


After what hath bet ſaid; it is MY £5 


vious to 'temark, that bigotry betrays 


a narrow and contracted fpirit. If onee 
men allow themſelves to enquire with 


freedom into the principles of religion, 


they will ſoon gain ſuch juſt and ra. 


_ onal E rare on this head; and 
s be 
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w 10 fully ac of the importance 
of virtue above every thing elſe 3 
they will become ſo ſenſible of the dif- 
ficulties which attend every ſpeculative 
ſcheme and eſtabliſhed ſyſtem, and ſo 
well acquainted with their own igno- 
rance and weakneſs, that they will have 
little inclination to cenſure and con- 
demn others, for a difference in opi- 
nion. They will find themſelves in- 
capable of treating their brethren with 
the leaſt degree of neglect or reſerve, 
merely on this account, while their 
temper and character appear, on the 
whole, deſerving of eſteem. When 
men have had an opportunity of form- 

ing an extenſive acquaintance with the 
world, and have ſeen that there are, in 
all religious ſects, and among men of 
all profeſſions, perſons of worth and 
goodneſs, and perſons who would be a 
diſgrace to any ſociety; they ſoon learn 
to treat all ſpeculative controverſies, 
and party diſtinctions, with that in- 
ee and contempt which they 
: : deſerve 
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and that this is very far from Being 
confined to ary”! particular body of 

chriſtians, or of men. It is only thoſe, 
who: have never thought enough t 
doubt of any thing, and thoſe who 
have never had an opporturfty of 
leaving the little cirele in which they 
were born and educated, who can be 
greatly under the influence of a ſpirit 
of bigotry and uncharitableneſs. And 
we may be certain, that our modera- 
tion and charity will always increaſe, 
in exact proportion with our progreſs 
in the knowledge of men and things. 


* 


Farther to manifeſt the odious na- 
ture of bigotry, let us take notice of 
its unhappy conſequences. The fatal 
effects of uncharitableneſs and perſe- 
cution in the chriſtian church, we have 
Already ſeen. And to this we may 
add, that a bigoted temper 'renders a 
5 man 
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man unhappy! in hirAſelf; and 'diſcon- 
_ rented. with the woxld—incapable: of 

— feeling the refined and,genetous ſenti- 


ments of unbounded benevolence, and ; 
| knowing the pleaſure of loving all 
mankind as his brethren. It makes 
him uneaſy in the ſociety of thoſe, who 
are perhaps much wiſer and better 
than himſelf, It cuts him off from in- 
numerable ſources of en joyment, of 
which that man is poſſeſſed, who loves 
every good man as his friend and bro- 
tber, and who can with pleaſure tranſ- 
act buſineſs, exchange favours, or paſs 
a ſocial hour, with an honeſt and ſen- 
fible man, without knowing, or wiſh- 
ing to know, to what church or ſect he 
belongs, or by what party- name he is 
_. diſtinguiſhed. —This temper likewiſe 
creates the moſt unhappy diſſentions 
and animoſities in families. Thougb 
the religion of Jzsvs be calculated to 
promote peace and love, this evil ſpi- 
rit hath often occaſioned the accom- 
— of his prediction: The 
father 


or born,: oy 
father. ſhall riſe up againſt the ſony and 
the ſon againſt the father, and a man's 
foes ſhall be thoſe of his own houſe.” 
A difference in religious opinions or 
practices hath frequently; given riſe to 


contentions, between thoſe who might 
otherwiſe have enjoyed, without inter- 
ruption, the bleſſings of PORE =o 
mony and affection. | 
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In the laſt place, a a ſpirit of uncha- 


ritablenefs is totally inconſiſtent; with 
the profeſſion of chriſtianity. We 
have, in the ſtory from whence the 
text is taken, a ſtriking proof! that 
bigotry was not the temper of Jxsvs. 
He doubtleſs knew the differener 
which ſubſiſted between the Sawefitans 


and the Fews; ; but he knew too, that 
the Gop of heaven and earth is no 
local deity — that all places en 
under his eye — and that he «brug 
dwells in the heart of the good man, 
as his moſt ſacred temple, and receives 
his praiſes, wherever t ey? are offered. 
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verſy between the! two nations; an 
when he wanted a ſupply of water to 
relieve his thirſt, he ſaw neo reaſon. 
hy he ſhould not chearfully atk, 
and thankfully accept it from the 
hand of a Samaritan. Nay, he did not 
ſcruple to converſe with this woman 
of Samaria, with the | ſame freedom 
and condeſcenſion as if ſhe had been 
one of his on nation inſomuch that 
hen his diſciples, who : had: not yet 
caſt off their prejudices in favour of 
Judaiſm, came near, they marvelled 
that he talked with the woman; and 
were ready to ſay unto; him, „ why 
talkeſt thou with her? And if we 
examine the doctrine and character of 
our Saviour, in general, or conſider 
the nature and deſigu of his religion; 
we. ſhall-ſee-that:chriſtianity is directly 
oppoſed to all uncharitable and bi- 
goted principles and hehaviour, and 
is admirably adapted to diſſolve all 
09 121t0 518 Jg Voz diſtinci ions 
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- Gilinions of ſects and parties, and to 
unite all men in the bands of the moſt 
unconfined good - will and generous af 
foſtign.. There is neither Jbw" nos” 
Greek, (faith the apoſtle Paul) there ia 
neither bond nor free, for we are all 
one in Cnr 'Jz3v5: The new 
commandment which Citnisr gave his 
followers, and on which he laid the 
principal ſtreſz, was—that- they ſhould 
love one another. He makes this the 
badge, by which they were to be chi- 
ſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the world: 
« By * ſhall all men know that: ye 
are my diſciples, if ye have love to- 
wards one oc Now, 'what tem 
per can'be more inconfiſtent' witli that 
dene volence which chriſtianity re- 
N than bigotry and uncharitable- 


neſs ? 
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Let us then diligently examine our 
own hearts, to diſcover whether any 
ſecret remains of this unchriſtian ſpirit 
be yet lurking within us, and whether 


* 


bs oN Meerkr: 3 
it appears, in any _inflances, in our - 
behaviour towards our brethren, And 
let us learn, from what hath. been faid, 
to embrace all our. fellow-chriſtians 
and fellow-men in the arms of the 
moſt cordial and unlimited affeRion. 
Inſtead of treating t thoſe, who are. di- | 
ſtinguiſhed from us by their religious 
opinions or cuſtoms, with neglect and 
contempt, or with coldneſs and. re 
ſerve, let us convince them by our ge- 
nerous, friendly, and affectionate be- 
haviour, that though we differ from 
them in judgment, we are one with 
them in heart. Laying aſide all bi- 
goted attachment to particular ſyſtems 
of faith, and modes of worſhip,, which, 
hath always been found to be a zeal 
without knowledge, let us, direct the 
attention and ardour of our minds to 
more important and * uſeful objects. 
Let it be our chief. concern, and high- 
eſt ambition, to promote the love 
practice of univerſal righteouſneſs, both 
in ourſelves and among our brethren. 
. For 


For the ſame Apoſtle who hath ex- 

horted us to © avoid fooliſh queſtions, 
becauſe they are unprofitable : and 
vain,” hath taught us, that © it is good 
to be zealouſly affected always in a 


good thing.“ | Hy 
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ON COMPASSION. 

. Homines ad Deos nulla re propitits accedunt, 
| guam ſalutem hominsbus dandsPꝓ. lf 
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_ felvgs; hit de. | Afitions like his 


"i wacher. one Vould have ima- 
8 9. 


d, ig dave extorted 2 tear of pity 
tram hi off implacable foe. De- 
ſphiled of part of his ſubſtance by the 
ſons of vio glence and rapine—ſtripped 
of the reſt; by. che immediate hand of 
heaven—bereaved., of all his children 
in one dreadful moment, and that at a 
ſeaſon when the Tight of their harmleſs 
feſtivity bad elated his heart with un- 
uſua] joy - tormented in his own per- 
ſon by a moſt grievous, painful, and 
loathſome diſeaſe; — overwhelmed 
with all theſe calamities at once—at 
once caſt down from the ſummit of 
- tranquillity and proſperity, into the 
loweſt depths of poverty and diftreſs , 
who could behold this complicated 


- fcene of wretchedneſs, without lament- 
ing his unhappy fate ? It would ſurely 


require none of the warm attachments. 
and tender ſenſibilities of friendſhip, to 
awaken compaſſion in the heart, on 
-Tuch an accafion as s that) With the 


» comme 
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common feelings of | humanity, one 


would imagine it impoſſible to. behold 2 


tthe afflictions of (Fob, and not. to weep 
over them. Yer, to double 
guiſh which this good mari Was doomed 
to feel, even his own familiar friends, 
in whom he truſted, and from whom 
he had reaſon to expect the utmoſt 
tenderneſs and humanity, gathered 
themſelves together againſt him. They 
came unto him, indeed, with all the 
vain and uſeleſs parade of grief; when 
they drew near, they rent every one 
his mantle, and ſprinkled duſt upon 
their heads. towards heaven; and. they 
fat with him in ſilence for thè ſpace of 
ſeven days. But, when they opened 
their lips, inſtead of labouring to ſooth 
his ſorrows, and inſpire him with pa- 
tience and fortitude — inſtead of pour 
ing the balm of conſolation into his 
wounded ſpirit, they expreſſed the 
moſt unkind and unfriendly ſuſpicions 
concerning *. integrity; - they up- 
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*braided him with having been guilty 
of ſome ſecret wickedneſs, which had 
brought theſe evils upon his heads 
they Heaped their reproaches upon 
S him, and perſecuted: him with - cruel 
words. Though his calamities were 
lufficient to melt the moſt flinty heart 

to compaſſion ;—thovgh he beſgught. 

their ſympathy, with all the eloquence 

which diſtreſs could inſpire; . tho", he 

Aaid unto them, „Have pity upon 

me, have pity upon me, O ye my 

friends, for the hand of Gobp hath 

touched me; ſtill they turned a deaf 

ear to his entreaties, and, under the 

cloak of friendſhip, continued to 

wound him by the moſt ungeherous 

and inhuman treatment, Well might 

Jeb ſay unto ſuch friends, © Miſerable 
comforters; are ye all.” With ſuch 
unfeeling hearts, may we, my: bre- 

thren, never enter the habitation; of 
wretchedneſs, or hear the voice of la- 

. mentation! net 7 
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| ON. COMPASSION, res 
The world in which we live is fo 
full of miſery, that, wherever wei turn 
our eyes, we are fure to meet with ob- 
jects which demand our compaſſion; 
Diſtreſs appears before us in a thou- 
fand different forms and in every 
hape the ſupplicates dur notice, with: 
an importunity, which the humane and 
generous heart is unable to reſiſt. —If 
we viſit the ' houfe of mourning, we 
ſhall there, perhaps, behold the weep- 
ing mother ſtanding near the corſe of 
her darling child, and, in all the agony 
of grief, lamenting that the dear ob- 
ject of her moſt anxious cares, her 
tendereſt affections; and her fondeſt 
hopes, is for ever torn from her arms, 
and refuſing to be comforted, becauſe 
it is no more: Or we ſhall ſee the 
faithful friend depreſſed and over- 
whelmed with grief, for the loſs of one 
who is dear. unto! hir as his own {* 
and expreſſing his undiſſembled 
heart - felt ſorrow, by his penſi ive looks, 
kis ſilence, and His tears, When we 
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go into the dwelling of indigence and 
poverty, we naturally expect to find, 
that diſtreſa and wretchedneſs make a 
the unſpeakable ſatisfaction of the be- 
nevolent mind, and to the honour of 


the great diſpoſer of all things, we 
ſhall probably meet with content and 
happineſs in the meaneſt cottages, 
much oftener than we might at firſt 
imagine; yet it muſt be owned for 
many mournful-proofs are, alas! con- 


tinually before our eyes that want 


and miſery are too nearly allied, and 
too commonly dwell under the ſame 
roof. We ſhall frequently ſee the ho- 
neſt and induſtrious poor burdened 
and fatigued with exceſſive labour 
obliged ta ſatisfy the cravings of na- 
ture with a coarſe and ſcanty meal 
and perplexed with anxious cares and 
fears concerning the future day, ſay- 
ing, What ſhall, we eat? what ſhall 
we drink ? and wherewithal ſhall we. 
be cloathed ?” And, as & the natural 

evils 
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evils of poverty were not ſufficient, we 
ſhall often find the rich aid: great add- 
ing to the load which nature. hach laid 
opon their poorer brethren, the ſtill 
more — r 0 _ 1 ts 


0 of alt than cls dd ard 
a fone of calamity which we can 
behold, is! when a fellow- creature is 
at once oppreſſed with; the difficulties 
7 want, and tormented with the pains 
of. bodily affliction. And yet, how 
eommonly are theſe evils united in the 
fame perſon l How. often do we ſee 
thoſe, who have: no other means of 


fupporting themſelves and their fami- 4 


hes than by the daily labour of their 
hands, ſuddenly rendered incapable of 
purſuing their employments, by ſome 
calamitous accident, or confined to the 
bed of fickneſs, by ſome painful and 
threatening diſeaſe | In this ſituation, 
the unhappy ſufferer is unable to pro- 
1 for ent the ſupplies which na- 
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ture expects, and to procure that aſſiſt- 
ance and relief which his diſorder re- 
quires. At a; ſeaſon. when he ſtands 
moſt in need of plenty, to miniſter to 
his ſupport and comfort, he is in the 
greateſt danger of being oppreſſed and 
harraſſed by want. His whole family 
ſuffers with him; and that not only by 
fympathy, but by aQual participation 
of his calamity. While his bodily 


pains are ſuch as require the utmoſt 


exertion of his de he hath the 
additional affliction to ſee his deareſt 
relatives involved in the greateſt diffi- 
| eulties, thro? his misfortunes. While 
be is incapacitated for labour, their 
principal ſpring of ſupport is dried up; 
Ethe foundation on which they have 
long reſted fails them; —and at the 
ſame time that they are depreſſed with 
grief on his account, they are filled 
with painful apprehenſions on their 
own. If any thing in the world re- 
quires—demands—conftrains our com- 
paſſion, it is ſurely ſuch complicated 

| diſtreſs 
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diſtreſs as this. It ſpeaks to the heart 
of the genetous and bumitnmttun Pa- 
thetic; language, Have pity upon me, 


have pity upon 1 10 ye my friends, 


for che. band of Gop hath on 
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every. man Would a Tal 


himſelf as immediately addreſſed in 
ſupplications like this; for every man 
is, or ought to be, a friend to the 


wretched. When we are in diſtreſs, 


we naturally conſider every one, who 
hath it in his power to affbrd us his 
aſſiſtance, as our friend and brother, 


and look 


up to him with a confident 
expectation that he will not refuſe to 


pity, or, if poſſible, to relieve us. And 
when we behold others in a condition 
which calls for our compaſſion, nature 


* 4 - 


requires that we ſhould do as much for 


them, as we ourſelves ſhould expect, 


in like circumſtances that is, as much 
as we are able. 
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170 ON COMPASIION. : 
© Compaſſion-is a debt -which one hu- 
man ereature owes to another debt, 
which no diſtinction of fe or party, 
0 imperfection of character, no de- 
gree of ingratitude, unkindneſs, or 
cruelty will cancel. When we ſee that 
a fellow creature hath need of our aſ- 
fiſtance, to enquire to what country he 
belongs, what religious tenets he pro- 
feſſes, or what party name he wears, 
betrays the moſt contemptible bigotry 
and weakneſs; but to deny him our 
charitable aid, or to treat him with the 
leaſt degree of indifference or neglect, 
becauſe he happens to profeſs a reli- 
gion, or belong to a ſociety different 
from our own, is unpardonable inhu- 
manity. He who can withhold the 
tear of compaſſion, or delay the offices 
of charity, 'till he hath ſatisfied him- 
ſelf concerning ſuch trifles as theſe, 
hath a narrow contracted ſpirit—a cold 
unfeeling heart which can never do 
honour to any religion or any ſect. 
The object who ſolicits my notice may 
% r 1 be 


ou ebsbntston 121 


be n b Rake a Jew, or 
a wild Barbarian; but What have I to 


do with his religipns: ares country * 


he'deſerves my. pity, — ods my 41. | 


ſiſtande. He may have been a perſon 
of vile and abandoned character; he 


may even have greatly injured or -of+ 
fended me but is he, on that accounts 
the leſs my brother, or the lefs in need 


of my kindneſs? If I ſee him in di- 
ſtreſs, © it is not now a time to call to 
mind his faults, or to upbtaid him 
with his conduct: the more unworthy: 


he is of my friendſhip—the greater af- 


fronts: he hath offered me—the better 


opportunity I have of manifeſting my 


diſintereſted benevolence, and my 985 
giving ee . | 


een is a pe which ou 


riſherh in the human heart, as in its. 
native ſoil. The damps of ſuperſti- 


tion and bigotry may blaſt it; the 


weeds of pride and avarice may rife up, 
around 


* 
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around it, and check its growth; but 


it is impoſſible that it ſhould be entirely 
eradicated or deſtroyed.— It ſeems im- 
planted within us by our Maker for 


the moſt wiſe and benevolent pur- 


poſes; to expand our views and de- 
fires beyond the narrow limits of our 


_ own private intereſts to awaken in us 
a proper degree of attention to the 


welfare of others and to afford us the 
moſt refined and god - like pleaſures. 
To “ weep with them that weep,” 
yields to the generous mind a gratifica- 
tion little inferior to that which it feels, 
when Ic rejoices with them that re- 


Joice.“ If there be a pain attending 


the ſeafations of compaſſion, it is a pain 


which is abundantly recompenſed, by 


the ſatisfaction and complacenee with, 
which it is attended—a pain from 


which the good man wiſhes not to be 


excuſed. He whoſe ſoul is formed of 
tenderneſs, and whoſe heart naturally 
and warmly intereſts itſelf in the con- 


cerns, and participates the afffictions, 
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| of others, experiences ſuch happineſs 4 . 
in the exerciſe of theſe affections, that ' f 4 | f 


be cannot help pitying and deſpifing 
boſs; who are entirely wrapt up in 
_ theffiſclves and their own affairs, and 
are ſtrangers to the pleaſing ſenſations 
or benevolence and compaſſion.” 
VO OC THING eee einne : 14 
1 So great is the ſatisfaction ich be re- ( 
ſults from the ſentiments of hiimanity, wv 
that there is ſcarcely any conſideration. | B 
which more fully vindicates the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of the Supreme Being, in 
permitting the numerous evils of hu- 
man life, than this, That they afford 
us an opportunity of exerciſing the 
moſt amiable affections, and partaking 
of the nobleſt pleaſures. —Our condi- 
tion is at all times in the hands of 
God, and all the circumſtances a" our 
being are under his direction. 1 
we are ſure that his hand, which a -. 
open to ſatisfy the deſire of every hv- . 
ing thing, and to crown us with loving 
kindneſs and tender mercies, can never 
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be lifted u n ee 1 When it 
ſtrikes us — the rod of affliction, 
and we are ready to adopt the com- 
plaint of Job The. hand of Go 
hath;touched, me, we have {till teaſon 
to conclude that it is upon us for good. 
The pious mind can eaſily diſcern a 
great variety of benefits which the Al- 
mighty deſigns to convey unto us thro? 
the channel of adverſity: and it is far 
from being the leaſt of theſe, that, by 
this means, he trains us up in the ex- 
erciſe of the beſt affections of our na- 
ture, and leads us to the enjoyment” of 
the moſt ſubſtantial pleaſures. To be 
con onate is, therefore, to conform 
to the will of our Maker, and to an- 
ſwer one a end of our ng» 


The exerciſe of this diſpoſition ma 
likewiſe, neceſſary to gain the eſteem 


and love of our brethren, = to inſure 


unto us their compaſſion and aſſiſtance 
in the day of trouble.— The ſame ca- 
lamities which now excite our pity to- 
wards 
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i may, for ought that we 
can tell, 8 become our ou. por- 
tion. So variable, uncertain, and che- 
nan condition of human na- 
ture, that no man can reaſonably hope 
for an entire exemption from trouble 
E that every man, however proſperous 
and happy he may be at preſent, ought 
_ to Expect, ſome time or other, to meet 
with his ſhare of afliftion, and, in his 
turn, to ſtand in need af compaſſian 
and comfort. But how can we expect 
to receive, that kindneſs from others, 
which we have neglected to exerciſe 
ourſelves? or, if we have overlooked 
and deſpiſed the poor and afflicted, in 
the day of our proſperity, what ſecurity 
can we have, that we ourſelves ſhall 
not be overlooked and deſpiſed, in the 
time of adverſity? Such is the natural 
conſequence of a ſelfiſn uafeeling diſ- 
poſition—ſuch the puniſhment which 
inhumanity oſten brings upon itſelf in 
this world. Whereas, the humane 
and compathonate are continually lay- 
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ing up a ſtore of eſteem and gratitude 
in the hearts of others, from which 

they may hope to derive relief and 
comfort, if affliction and poverty ſhould 


- come upon them. © He that deviſeth 
liberal things, by liberal things ſhall he 
ſtand.” The advice of Solomon, on 
this head, may therefore be conſidered 
- as an excellent leflon of prudence; 
Caſt thy bread upon the waters and 
thou ſhalt find it- gala after _ 
ys.” 
Finally, to ew v Rube to fach 
as are in diſtreſs" is the way to qualify 
ourſelves for the divine acceptance, at 


that great day, when ** the ſecrets of 


all hearts ſhall be made manifeſt, and 


when Gop will render to every man 


according to his works.” The holy 
ſcriptures teach us that © the merciful 
ſhall obtain mercy ;” and that the final 
ſtate of men, will be, in a great mea- 
ſure, determined by the diſpoſitions 
ien they have diſcovered, in this 

reſpect, 


have fed the hungry, relieved the ſtran- 
ger, cloathed the naked, and uiſited 


| the ſick, are inſtructed by the goſpel 
of CHRIS to expect, that they ſhal!l 
hereafter * inherit the kingdom m pre. 
pared for OP from the foundation | 


of the world; T; CT: 


(Ng | 
4 * 4.4 1 2s 7 
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eee u as are in | diſtreſs 


is, then, a duty which is enjoined upon 
us, by the frame and conſtitution of 
our nature, by the connections and 


obligations of ſocial life, and by the 
a _ ame on gen. ; 


4 


And let us arb Wange dr 


to be compaſſionate is not merely to 
feel and cheriſh the emotions of 'pity_ 


in our hearts, but to embrace every 
opportunity of expreſſing them by our 


actions. No man can really deſerve to! + 


be ſtiled humane, or can partake” of 
the pleaſures and rewards of humanity, 
who doth not exert his utmoſt abili- 


ties 
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reſpect, whilſt on earth. Thoſe who: 1 
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5 .  ON//COMPABSION- 
ties for the relief of ſuch as are in af · 


fliction. Where the heart melts in 
ſympathy towards the. diſtreſſed, and 


the eye weeps with thoſe who-weep, 


che hand will naturally be, ready to 
every good 


work. A compaffionate 
temper will, indeed, lead us to extend 
our good wiſhes and prayers much 
farther thani our actual aſſiſtance can 
reach. The good man pities every 


unhappy creature which he beholds, 


and grieves if he but hears a tale of 
woe, even when it is impoſſible for 
him to render any ſervice to the object. 
of his compaſſion. But pity will al- 
ways incline us to employ our utmoſt 
efforts in redreſfing the calamities of 
our brethren, hs to do good unto 
* men as we * an © 


Wich thſved to the proportion of 
his poſſeſſtons which every man ſhould 


devote to the purpoſes of charity, no 


particular rules can be preſcribed. It 
is er en indeed, that acts of libetality 


ought 


ought - not 80 interfere 1 che de 
mands of juſtiee. No man Hatha rigite 
__ to laviſh we ad property of another 
even upon the poor and'needy.! This 
would be to cloath injuſtice: and dif- 
honeſty i in | the 5 of berieficence non, 


A 


ritable S as will injure 1 relics 
and dependents, and Apts them of 
' a comfortable ſupport, agreeable WW; 
their ſtation and rank in life. But 
when all  reafonable allowances irs? <5 
made for theſe things, a man who. con- 
ducts his affairs with frugality and dif- 
cretion, may always find ſomething to 4 
ſpare, for the relief of the poor and — 
afflicted. And thoſe who know the q 
inexpreſſible pleaſure of fatisfying the 
hungry, cloathing the naked, and 2 
changing the dejected and ſorrow ful! I 
countenance into Joy and gladnefs, will A 
chearfully forego a part of that fplen- 
dor and ſtate, which their fortunes 
50 might 
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might enable them to: ſupport, - and 
deny themſelves ſome of the leſſer gra- 
* of life, that they may enlarge 
their opportunity po, e of "Or: 


ing good. . A328 e 


een itlelf mould; indeed, 


lead us, to uſe great caution in our 


choice of objects on whom to exerciſe 


our liberality; that the ſmall portion pf, 


our ſubſtance, which we are able co 
devote to this excellent purpoſe, may 
be applied i in the moſt uſeful manner. 


It is much to be lamented that, for 


want of proper precaution on this 
head, impudence and clamour ſhould... 
ſametimes extort, from the hand of 
charity, that relief, which is due to ſi- 
lent diſtreſs and modeſt merit; and 
that thoſe alms ſhould ſometimes be 
waſted oꝑ the indolent and undeſerving, 4 
which might have .been. employed. to 


alleviate real affliction, to ſatisfy preſs- 


ing indigence, and to encourage honeſt; 
induſtry, It was greatly to the honour 


of 
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of Job, that © the cauſe which he knew 
not he ſearched out.“ 


If, therefore, you deſire to do all 
the good which your circumſtances will 
allow, ſeek out the modeſt and de- 
ſerving poor, who are incapacitated for 
labour by ſickneſs or age, or who have 
met with unexpected misfortunes and 
diſappointments in life. And, having 
found ſuch real objects of charity, di- 
ſtribute your alms among them, with 
that freedom, generoſity, and chearful- 
neſs of ſpirit, which will render you 
like unto the great Father of mankind, 
who © giveth unto all men liberally, 
and daily loadeth us with his benefits ;”? 
for © the Lord loveth a chearful giver.” 
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2 * PROVIDENCE. 
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Permittes ipſis expendere numinibus quid 
Conventat nobis, rebuſque fit utile noſtris. * 
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2 uu be dene en earth, or it ir i: heaven A 


8 


H 1 8 is ; the, natural language of 
genuine piety, and the moſt be- 
cone: addreſs which. a creature can 
poſſibly preſent to its maker. It ſtrong- 
ly, expreſſes that humility, which is. the 
proper temper of dependent, ignorant. 
and feeble mortals, and that chearful Ee 


Ws 
. 
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which his perfections and providence 
lay ſuch a ſure foundation. When we 
make uſe of theſe words in our prayers, 
we declare our cordial ſubmiſſion to 
the appointments of the Almighty; — 
we acknowledge ourſelves ſatisfied and 
happy in the perfuaſion, that all his de- 
ſigns, with reſpect to ourſelves and the 
whole creation, will he com tely ac- 
compliſhed ; — we expreſs our full and 
hearty conſent, that the power, which 
preſides over the univerſe without con- 
troul, ſhould direct all the affairs of this 4 
wt; ; and that he Who“ ruleth in 
the armies of heaven, ſhould likewiſe 
rule among the inhabitants of the 
earth ;” we profeſs our earneſt deſire 
that all man kind may fubmit t. the 
will of Gov, —.— tame ebesrkel 
neſs hd al ala 7 — tc we 
an Nee bee eee k 
a. og Uhde Sen le 
we more propetly* Amit into Bur de- 
votions, than ſuch as theſe * Do they 
not naturally ariſe from an — 
4 A Wi 
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with ourſelves, and with the great ob- 
;ject of our ns: he 3 
+ 6 
We are, alas | 6A 9 judges 
of our own intereſts. Viewing objects 
thro the falſe medium of prejudice and 
paſſion, we learn to call evil good, and 
good evil. Thoſe things which glitter 
in our imagination, pleaſe our taſte, 
and gratify our humour, we impa- 
tiently covet; Without conſidering + 
whether they will be, on the whole, 
good for us. Whatever approacheth 
us in the formidable dreſs of pain and 
trouble, we inſtantly dread, and haſten 
to ſhun; without examining whether 
it may not be attended with profit and 
advantage. If our wiſhes and hopes be 
Fruſtrated, or if we be obliged to paſs 
thro*- ſcenes of affliction and ſorrow, 
we are apt to fret and murmur, and to 
think our condition hard. Whereas, 
our own experience often convinceth 
us, that we have been miſtaken in our 
judgment concerning theſe things; and 
G 4 ve. 


* 
24 
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we afterwards ſee, and are obliged to 
confeſs, that it would have been for our 
diſadvantage, to have been indulged in 
the enjoyment of thoſe things which 
vie moſt earneſtly deſired, or to have 
been exempted from thoſe trials Which 
we moſt of all dreaded. It is therefore 
our unſpeakable felicity, that the con- 
dition of our being is not under our 
own direction. And that humility, 
which a juſt ſenſe of our own” weak- 
neſs and ignorance will always inſpire, 
muſt naturally preſerve us from leaning 
to our own underſtandings — lead us 
to rejoice that our concerns are in much 
better hands than our own — and diſ- 
poſe us, while we faithfully perform 
the duties of life, chearfully ro commit 
ourſelves to the care of a being of un- 
erring wiſdom and perfect e 


Reſignation to the Svine will likes 


wiſe appear to be our wiſdom and 
duty, from conſidering the nature, 


perfections, and character of the Bez 


ing, 
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ſelves, "2H every era around as — 
ub Budceth tlie ftats It kei corſUs, 
and Maintainech the harmony and beuu- 


5 He che benen ddr 
rection of the vaſb lyſtem of the uhi- 
verti- ds the gracieus father of} 

all ho hatlr called innumerable crea 
tures into lift tht they might partukke 
of his bounty — —— , 


them with various capticities/fov enjoy : 
ment — ho is contirmudlly- 1 5 


plentiful table before the EVerAI 

of his family; for theft ſupport 2 
tertainment —axho opeherth his hand, 
and ſatisfleth the deſires of every living 


thing — and Who. manifeltky tmnakess | 


ie happineſs of this bitatutes the end. 
4 55 +. 
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= all Iis, diſpenſaions aner This 
greateſt and beſt of all beings, igfthe 
odject af om humble: dne tis 
to him that e are n 
and in his appointments Me axe, at all 
times, to acquieſce. . Af xx — AT | 
the magnificence and variety 


works, : we: cannot; doubt hethe 3 
ableine make us happy. Ang As 


obſerve: how uniformly all- his 0 


tions tend to the good of his creatures, 
- we ſhall have as little reaſon to queſtion . 
whether he is diſpoſed tb-do it. Ihe 
proofs of -a:wile and Rragious gefign, - 
which are ta be met Mithin che gonſti- 
tution of human nature in the, frame 
of every creature around us, and in the 
general order of providencey are innu- 
merable. Even with regard to thoſe * 
events, which, at firſt view, ſeem to 
deviate from the plan of ggodneſs, we 
can clearly diſcover, upon more accu- 
rate examination, that many of them 
are ſo far fram being defects, that they 
are beautiful and important parts of 
8 the 
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the — ſyſtem. — —Having ſuch 


convincing proofs, that unerring wiſ- 
dm and perfect goodneſs preſide over 
the world, why then ſhould we be ſuch 


enemies to our own Peace, as to enter- 


tain a doubt, whether whatever is, is 


right, or whether all things ſhall work 
together for good? Why ſhould we 


make thoſe events, the reaſon and ten- 


dency of which we cannot fully ex- 
plain, an objection againſt a, truth, of 
which we have ſuch clear, and ſatisfy- 
ing proofs? Rather, let us impute 
every difficulty of this kind to our own 
ignorance, ind make ourſelves happy 

in the perſuaſion, that © the Log p is 
good to all, and that his tender mer- 
cles are over all his works.” —— Let 
us follow this delightful truth into 
all its practical conſequences. Being 
firmly perſuaded, that all things are 
ordered by that wiſdom which cannot 
err, and by that goodneſs which is per- 
ſect and everlaſting, let us caſt all our 


eare upon the Almighty, and let us, in 
G 6 all 
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all our devout addreſſes unto him, ſay, 


with unreſerved acquieſcence- and 
chearful ſatisfaction, Thy will be 
done.” Let the ſentiments of our 


hearts, at all times, be ſuch as theſe: 


It is the ſupport and conſolation 
de of my ſoul, that the Loxp Gop 
% omnipotent reigneth;“ for I am ful- 
« ly convinced, from the general con- 
« ſtitution of the world, and from my 
« own daily experience, that he is 


the Loxp Gop merciful and gra- 


« cjious.” The plan of the divine 

« vernment is, indeed, an object infi- 
* nitely too extenſive for my narrow 
<« intellects to comprehend. - It hath 
- « difficulties in it, which I cannot re- 
« move — myſteries which it is not in 
« my power to unfold. But, that an 
* inſet ſhould not be able to compre- 
hend the deſigns of a ſkilful archi- 
* tect, or follow the genius of a Net- 
« ton into all the depths of philoſophy, 


- 
* 


cannot be thought ſurpriſing. In- 


« ſtead, 
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« ſtead, therefore, of arrogantly pre- 
0 tending to explain the laws by which 
the Gop, of nature acts; I will think + 


„ myſelf happy in the viſible proofs ' « 
6 which I have, that there is a ſupreme 9 


<« power in the univerſe, which directs 

< all things for the beſt; and where ; 
e the line of human underſtanding «i 

4 too ſhort to fathom the depths of in- 
« finite wiſdom, I will learn patiently 
eto ſubmit, and devoutly to adore. I 
“look upon myſelf as a, being com- 
04 paratively of little conſequence i in the 
ce creation; — but I will not imagine 
that I am ſo inconſiderable as to be 
beneath the notice of my maker, or, 
in the language of deſpondency, 
4 ſay, Shall any remember me from 
e above ? I ſhall not be remembered 
* among ſo many people; for what is 
« my foul among ſuch an infinite num- 
e ber of creatures?“ He who hath de- 
* termined the bounds of my habita- 
« tion, and all the circumſtances of 
y being, will, doubtleſs, grant me 

| < that 
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$*- 20 that portion of happineſs which wilt; . 
, - *« on the whole, be right. In his ap- 
| « pointments, therefore, I chearfully 
La cquieſce. Inſtead of ſpending my 
44 days in uſeleſs and ungrateful com- 
*  « plainings, I will àct the part which 
+. heaven hath aſſigned why with ala- 
E crity; — 1 é Will patiently ſubmit to 
* the inconveniencies which neceſſarily 
« attend 'my condition, knowing even 
s theſe to be appointed by him who a- 
lone is wiſe and gdod ;'— I will pru- 
« dently make the moſt of the com- 
« forts-and pleaſures which my ſtation 
* affords me; and, without lamenting, 
« what is paſt, or fearing what is to 
« come, will enjoy the preſent hour, 
cs with a thankful and chearful heart. 
<« Tt ſhall be my conſtant care to be as 
* yirtuous, and as happy; as my cir- 
* cumſtances will permit; and, for 
« the reſt, I will chearfully leave it to 
« him, who is infinitely better able to 
« judge what is right and good than 
« myſelf; and will, at all. times, ſay, 
with. 
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Ts Mt ; the full conſent of my heart, ; 

Fe e vil of wi Lonp be done.“ 5 

A , 

Ao ood man muſt DP coninded 
7 the propriety of theſe ſentiments, - 
will, adopt this language as His 
2 But to ſupport theſe ſentiments 
under all the changes and troubles of 
life — to be able chearfully to adopt 2 
this language, when we afe tormented 
with pain and fickneſs — dejected *by 
misfortunes: and. ee e = 
oppreſſed by the injuſtice and cruelty of 
enemies — afflicted by the unkindneſs 
and treachery of falſe friends — mourn- 
ing under the loſs of thoſe we love — - 
or alarmed. by the ſudden and unex - 
pected approach of death; — this is * 
difficult — this is, indeed, a laborious . 
taſk... Let us, however, examine whe- 
tber it be not poſſible for us, by the 
aids of a rational, ſincere, and R 
piety, even in circumſtances like theſe, 
patiently and chearfully to acquieſce i in 
the appointments. of providence. 
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We once, OI ; flatrered ourſelves 
with the hope, that we ſhould acquire 
up ſome ex- 
alted ſtation in life; and are now * 
wakened out of our dream of 'wealt 
and greatneſs, and find ourſelves 2 

liged to fit down contented in tlie 
humble ſphere, in which providence 
hath placed us. Our caſe is, it may be, 
ſtill more lamentable; we are reduced” 
by misfortune or injuſtice, to contracts 
ed and embarraſſed circumſtances, from 
which our birth and education had gi- 
ven us reaſon to hope that we ſhould” 
have been exempred ; and even vur 
moderate and reaſonable expectations 
are fruſtrated. In the preſent uncertain 
and fluctuating ſtate of human affairs, 


diſappointments like theſe are far from 


being unuſual. But ate not our 


fortune and condition appointed by the 
wiſe and merciful Father of all? Is it 
not the ſame hand which at firſt formed 
* and hath continually © loaded us 
with 


* 
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fond wiſhes, and fixes our habitation 


in the vale of adverſity ? We ſee, and 
acknowledge, that the divine conduct 


towards us, in other inſtances, hath 


proceeded from diſintereſted benevo- 


lenge, and been guided by perfect wif- 


dom. Why then ſhould we entertain 


a ſuſpicion, whether the Almighty be 
influenced by the ſame benevolence; 


and directed by the ſame wiſdom ſtill, 


even in thoſe appointments of his pro- 
vidence, which are leaſt ſuited to our 
preſent inclinations ? Is he not as well 
able to diſcern our true intereſts, and 


as much diſpoſed to promote them, 
when he fruſtrates our deſires, as when 


he grants them the moſt unbounded in- 
dulgence ? Ought we not then to con- 
clude that, when, with regard to us, 
« his paths are in the deep, and his 
footſteps in the mighty waters,” track- 
leſs and unſearchable, they are ſtill 


tending towards the ſame gracious ends 


— our perſonal improvement and hap- 
7 ptineſs, 


with benefits,” which now cuts olf our * 


* 
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Piveſs, and the geheral g 60d of the cre- 
ation? — Beſides, if we view our con- 
dition with the eye of reaſon, uncloud- 
ed by the miſts of ambition and ava- 
rice, cannot we ourſelves diſcover many 
advantages which may ariſe from dif- 
appointment and poverty? May not 
the difficulties which we meet with in 
life, ſerve to render us more diligent 
and attivein performing the duties of 
. our ſtation, and conſequently more uſe- 
ful in the world? May they not be of 
uſe to correct our falſe notions of hu- 
man happineſs — to reſtrain our un- 
reaſonable expectations from external 
poſſeſſions, and to lead us to ſeek for 
peace and ſatisfaction — where alone 
they can be found — 1n the cultivation 
of our minds — in uprightneſs of in- 
_ tention, goodneſs of heart, and purity 
of manners? Do they not tend to pre- 
ſerve us from an undue attachment to 
the preſent world, and to turn our 
thoughts and deſires towards that be- 


30g, with whom is the fountain of 
| life, 
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not 
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not er te xpect to p to paßt through world, in 
which Tniquity fo'mudti'abounts; with. 
out Toinetimes" meeting wich injdrious 
treatment, from the cofrupt paffons 
and vicious practices of dthers. De. 
ſigning men, who tte void of every 
principle but that of ſelf love, "will 'of- 
ten le in wait to deceive and 
the innocent and unfulpicions, Andie 
build their own Prolperty on the ruins 
of their nejghbout's,. The arrows of 
envy, malice; and calumny are conti- 
nually flying around us off every fide; 
we muſt nat chen wonter, if they ſorme- 
times meet us in our way, and give us 
a painful wound. \Nay,ſach' is the 
fickleneſs of the human heart; that 
even our moſt intimate. acquaintance, 
and deareſt friends, may prove our 
greateſt foes; and we may receive un 
kind and cruel treatment from the 
quarter where we leaſt expected. and 
are leaſt prepared to meet it from 
the hands of thoſe we love. We may 
poſſibly have occaſion to adopt the bit- 
ter 
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ter: lamentatian. of David Mine 
own familiar friend, in whom I truſted, 
who did eat of my bread; hath. lift up 

his heel againſt. me. But even 
thoſe perverſe. and malignant paſſions, 


which render men the moſt unhappꝝy in 


themſelves; and the greateſt enemies to 
others, are, for wiſe ends, permitted in , 
that conſtitution, which is under the 
conduct of the greateſt and beſt of all 
beings. . He ſuffers the vicious, fox a 
while, tovproſper in the World, and 
even to infult / and afflict the righteous, 
that he may from hence educe the moſt 
perfect virtue, and conſummate felicity. 
Even at preſent, he overtrules the fol- 
lies and vices» of men to the general 
og hereby, teachinigtthe ; wicked, 
fromitheir on experience the molt 

convincing of all inſtructors.— that vir. 
tue is the only path to happinefs; and 
giving the good ia fuller conviction of 


the udtantages, and a higher teliſſ for 
the- pleaſutes : din goodneſd. And ve 
are taught to * nt the e 
905 10g 
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will, hereafter m e a complete and 
everlaſting d diffi e between therighs 
teous, and the wicket; and that the 
preſent ſtate is « Bo an itroduction to 
anot er, from which vite Mall by" eter- 
0 0 excluded: ahd where ere vifruegpeace, 
299, 1655 will for Ker reign and tri 
_ umph. Whatever vel may at preſent 
ſuffer from the vices of men, we ought 
therefore' to look, Beyond che immedi- 
10 cauſes of 4 — tob that 
being g, who hath the Hearts bf ali men 
in his hand, and to ſay, wich unfcigried 
| Pega, 4s Thy + wilt be done. 
2 320 41011 VER: If 11411. 
Another affliction, whichwe may be 
called to beat, and*whivhy xonfotac 
minds is, perkips, of all others, the 
mot painful" be endured y ds tlie loſs 
9 r and väalüsble friends by death. 
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| united to a friend, by all the endear- 
ments of mutual affection, and a oo 
tinual interchange of kind offices; = 
when we haye been long a8 e 
ſeek from him, counſel in difficulties, 


conſolation in trouble, and entertain | 


ment in the hour of chearfulneſs; — 
when our ſouls. haye "been, as It were, 
bound up in the ſoul of our friend; — 
to behold him loſing for ever all Pow 
er to comfort, aſſiſt, or delight u us more 
— to ſee thoſe eyes, which had ſo long 
beheld us. with the tendereſt affeckion, 
and thoſe lips, w which had ſo often mi- 
niſtered conſolation and joy to our 
hearts, cloſed in death — to. commit 
his lifeleſs remains to the. grave, and 
there bid him a laſt farewell — is | Pain- | 
ful and hard indeed. No wonder that 
at ſuch a ſeaſon we are ready to com- 
plain, in the -anguiſh of our ſouls; 
< Logp, why haſt thou made all men 
in vain? Wherefore was this treaſure 
put into our hands, to be ſo ſoon torn 


from us for ever „But, let Fe 
the 


» 
a 
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the tumult of our paſſions tempt us to 
arraign the ways of heaven, or render 


un deafito che ſober dictates of reaſon 


and religion. We hold every other 
comfort of life, by the ſame uncertain 
tenure, by which we poſſeſs our friends. 
If therefore we think the ſpace allotted 
vs for the enjoyment of them too ſhort, 
we may with equal reaſon complain of 
the ſhortneſs of our preſent, ſtate of be- 
ing, and, becauſe we are not permitted 
to live always, caſt away life itſelf, with 
all its bleſſings, as not worthy of our 
acceptance. If any thing in our preſent 
condition deſerves our thanks, it is the 
. , happineſs which we enjoy in ſocial life. 
Now, though one friend be removed 
from us, there are others left behind, 
with whom we may enjoy a great if not 
an equal degree of this happineſs. 
— beſides this, we are not left with- 


out hope of meeting them again, in 


another and happier ſtate, where they 
mall be ſeparated from us no more. 
When, therefore, the time which infi- 


nite 
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Site” deim "Hitth appointed for their 
departure cometh, inhſtead of mur- 
muring becauſe the courſe of nature is 
not changed on our account, and com- 
plaining that our friends do not live for 
ever, we ought to be thankful for the 
happineſs which we have enjoyed with 
them, and to ſay, with chearful ſubmiſ- 
ſion to divine providence, The T:ozp' 
gave, and the Lon p hath taken away; 
bleſſed de _ name of the Lob“ OY 
ts dig dad 33s lem Aide e 4 
«Debut, inthe laſt iphave(” fuppoſe 4a 
good man oppteſſed with” bodily! pain 
— he in expectation of 1 
fpeedy diſſolution- While K Or" 
mented with grievous angtiſhꝭ or pin 
ing under ſome lingering poop mp 
when all the/arinuſciments und pleaſures 
of life are paſſed by, never to be weeal- 
led; — while le ſtakds upon the'bbr? 


ders of the grave, and expects ſhortly 
to de go the way from whence he ſhalt 
not . and to enter upon a ſtate 
Bongs H of 
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of being hitherto untried and un- 
known; — in this ſituation, religion 
can do more to ſupport him, than 
all the ſkill of phyſicians, or all the af - 
fection of friends. It can ſooth his 
pains; — it can baniſh his fears; — it 
can transform the king of terrors into a 
meſſenger of peace; — it can inſpire 
his departing ſpirit with an hope full of 
immortality. Such is the mighty pow- 
er of religion, that it can enable him, 
even at this ſeaſon, to ſay : — The 
« cup which my Father hath given me, 
< ſhall I not drink it? What tho? 1 ir be 
& full of bitterneſs, it is by 
« the fame hand which hath fo often 
< miniſtered to me the richeſt d 9 
« of pleaſure, and made my cup to 
4 run over with bleſſings: 1 will not 
« therefore entertain a doubt, but that 
<« it 18 in faithfulneſs and merey that 1 
4am afflicted, I will ſubmit with 
chearfulneſs to my preſent afflictions, 
< from a full perſuaſion, that they are 
« deſigned 
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* deſigned to exerciſe and eſtabliſh my 
« yirtue, and to prepare me for © a far 
* more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.“ ©« Yea, tho' I walk through 
„ the valley of the ſhadow of death, I 
„will fear no evil.“ Wherever I go, 
<« I ſhall be under the care of my Al- 

mighty Maker; wherever I am, I 
&« ſhall be ſuch as his wiſdom and good- 
„% neſs appoints. Hitherto he hath 
« been my father and my friend. 
« Why then ſhould I fear that he will 
« forſake me in the time of my greateſt 
e need? — Into thy hands, O Gop of 
ce mercy, I chearfully commend my 
« ſpirit : behold thy ſervant, do with 
e me what ſeemeth thee good; con- 
cc duct me whitherſoever thou wilt; 
<« beſtow. upon me whatſoever thou 
« pleaſeſt ; I will, at all times, acqui- 
te eſce in thine appointments, and con- 
<« fide in thy goodneſs; and while 1 
have any being I will ſay, Thy will 
* be done.“ 


He In 
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In life and in death, may theſe pi- 
ous ſentiments be ours, and to this 


language may we all ſay, AMEN ! 
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Ie not __ evil communications cor- 
5 875 | rupt goed. Manners. 


va 


H I'S is a caution which hath 
often been repeated i in the ears 


= 


of youth by their virtuous parents a and 
friends, and which there is ſtill, alas! 
too much occaſion to renew. The 


H4 Young 
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young, the gay, and'the inconſiderate, 
can never be too frequently reminded 
of the hazard which they muſt run, if 
they chooſe perſons of vicious diſpaſi- 
tions, and corrupt manners, for their 
intimate aſſociates, and familiar friends. 
With a view, therefore, to guard 
them againſt this deſtructive ſnare, 1 
ſhall. in this diſcourſe, endeavour to 
convince them, that it is ſcarcely poſ- 
ſible for a man to make choice of ſuch 
companions, without becoming a par- 
taker of their vices, and of all the fatal 
conſequences which attend them; or, 
in the language of the text, that ( evil 
communications corrupt good man- 
ners.“ The truth of this e 
will be manifeſt — if we conſider the 
influence which a deſire of imitation, 
and a fear of offending naturally have 
upon the minds of youth — if we ob- 
ſerve the ſtrength of vicious habitz — 


or, in the laſt place, if we appeat t to 
facts. 


# k *., 
, % © 7 ** 
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The propenſity to imitation, by 
which all mankind are in ſome degree 
governed, is more eſpecially concerned 
in forming the tempers and manners of 
young perſons. Their imperfect ac 
quaintance with the nature of things 
and the cuſtoms of the world, and 
their diſpoſition to place confidence in 
all thoſe who have: gained their affec- 
tion, at once plainly Prove, and fully 
account for the powerful influence of 
this principle upon their minds. They 
cannot, therefore, aſſociate with per- 
ſons of licentious characters, without 
being in continual danger of taking 
155 infection of their vices. AT 

- And tha Jamie | is Sed increaſes; 
by a certain pliableneſs of temper, and, 
fear of giving offence, which, amiable. 
as it may in ſome. views appear, is per- 
haps one of the moſt deſtructive ſnares 
to which youth are expoſed. We may, 
appeal to their experience, whether 
they dare not often done thoſe things,, 

H:5. Which: 
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which they have in their hearts difap- 
proved, or neglected the performance 
of good actions to which they have 
been ſtrongly inclined, through fear of 
being ridiculed and reproachedꝭ by their 
companions and friends — whether a 
deſire of complying with the humours, 
and conforming to the manners of o- 
thers hath not frequently betrayed 
them into practices directly contrary 
to the ſerious judgment, and even 
the prefent inclination, of their own 
minds. N | 


There 1s, indeed, a timidity and 
cowardice in this conduct, which is 
highly deſerving of cenſure. For, 
why do we boaſt of our reaſonable na- 
ture, if, with all the weakneſs, though 

without the innocence of ſheep, we 
follow wherever the firſt leader points 

the way? Doth it become creatures 
capable of conſideration and reflection, 
to lay afide their reaſon and conſcience 
in the conduct of life, and give them- 
1 _ _- ſelves 


05 FfGI0USE: COMPANIONS! Y55 
ſelves up to be gobemed by the falſe 
taſte and capriet of others? It may 
perhaps be ſaid, in excuſe for this ſpe- 
„that we often ſee tlie rich 
and rest —= the with whom we are 
eomweRed;. and on whom we have con- 
fiderable dependence and even dur 
moſt intimate aſſociates and deareſt 
friends, on whoſe affection and eſteem 
we place the kigheſt value, allowing 
chemſelves in irregular” and vicious 
practices; and that to refiſt temprations 
Hke theſe requires uncommon reſolu- 
tion and fortitude, And it is granted, 
that theſe are difficulties which fre- 
quently occur in life; and that the man 
who is inflexible to ill, and reſolutely. 
good, may ſometimes ' offend thoſe 
whom he could wiſh' to pleaſe, ” But 
fuppoſe the worſt imaginable conſe- 
quences — * that your vicious 
acquaintance will exclude you from 
their ſociety and friendſhip; can you 
not find others, whoſe wiſdom and 
neſs will render them much more 
2 e H 6 ſafe, 
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ſafe; agreeable; and uſeful eompanioob? 
And if, by reſolutely. refuſing (0 fol- 
low them in their vicious exceſſes, you | 


ſhould loſe any worldly advantage. 
will you not be amplhy recompenſed, 
by enjoying the peaceful reflections of 
your own minds, and the approbation 

of your wiſe and virtuous friends? 
It is, however, far from being certain, 
that this conduct will deprive ou. 


either of the good opinion, or thg 


friendly aſſiſtance, of ai .who/'2 
the greateſt libertines in practice. I 


any man expects to gain their eſteem, 
by. complying with their ſolicitations, 


be will find himſelf greatly deceived., 


For, when they have prevailed upon. 
you to forſake the path of virtue, and 
paſs with them thro! all the ſcenes of 
intemperance and iniquity, they will 
triumph -oves their unhappy victim, 


boaſt of their conqueſt; and — 


r . T .. Aa a  S  S£#235% 


28, 35 if you ſteadfaſtly reſiſt their, ew 
tunity, and hold faſt your integrity, 
though 


0 - 
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though you may, ſuffer the fdgiſan o 


their tanghes, you ill. be ſecure of © 
the ſecret a pprobation. of th 


rafter, as to appla plaud ndicate Cit, 


their ON, 
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This comp plying ter FI then 
culpable weakneſs ; ; A fv the advice 9 5 


the wiſe fon” of Hracb, with regard, to 


it, | deferyes our, ſerious conſideration: 
« Be not aſhamed when, it concerneth 
24 foul; 3 for chere 1 iS. 4 ſhame which 

ng geth fin, and there. is a ae 
which is, glory. and grace. Acc 


man's Ee againſt thy foul, 250 tet 


not the reverence of any, man cauſe 


thee to fall” This is however 2 


weaknels, to which young perſons are 


peculiarly. ſubject, and. Which is one 


principal ground, « of the dang ger to 
which they ex poſe themlcles, when” 
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they Feature, to | aſfciat with pe petfons, 
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zei hearts. 

And they will Sea, be, honeſt 1e. 

themſelves, and. to ee Chas 
an 


tho at the ſame time they condemn, ; 
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or immoral and Heese chf aller: 
It is becituſt the feat of matt brings 
eth a fnare, that we fo frequently fee 
che obſervation of the text dhe 
* Evil cammunteations cotrupt good 
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This FART may be farther it: 
luſtrated, . by conſidering the power of 
Evil habits. ' When men firſt venture 
among vicious companions, they gene- 
rally determine to be upon their guard, 
and to follow them only ſo far as pru- 
dence and virtue will permit; and ima- 
Eine that they ſhall; be Ok to leave 
them, wheevich they ſee occafion;/—— 
The groſſeſt and moſt fatal deluſion 1 in 
the world! Where is the man who can 
ſay, that he hath choſen the licentious 
and prophane for his familiar aſſociates, 
and hath preſerved his good principles 
unſhaken — his morals untainted ? If 
a man cannot refrain from joining him - 
ſelf to their ſociety, how ſhould he 
| laye refolution to abſtain from follow- 

6 | ing 
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ing their example? Or if he once ſuf- 
fers hinifelf ro be: led aftfay hy tliem,” 
what probability is there, that he will 
de able to force his retreat through all 
the oppofition! of ridicule arid: din 
tempt — to: reſtrain his inſtamed paß 
fions — to conquer his growing ev 
habits, and to return to the paths of 
honour and virtue? Afrethavingibeen 
long inured to vicious irregularities 
is it likely that he ſhould de wing to 
ſubmit his actions to be ee 575 
the rules of views? Phony, 


Experience EY TY aids W habits 
of vice pervert the jutlgmetit, and vits 
ate the taſte; and thut tlie human mind 
may poſſibly be & blinded by corrupt 
affections, as to calb evil good, and 
good evil, and may become ſo enſlaved 
to vice, as (figurarively fpeaking) to be 
as incapable of reformation, as * rhe 
Ethiopian of changing his ſkin, or = 
BN his ſpots.” 0 
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1 man . the niceſt lenſes of Wan 
| and virtue, ho would ſnudder at the 
thought of being guilty of the vices 
which he fees practiſed in the world, 
may gradually loſe the good impreſs 
ſions of education, and his molt deli 
cate moral feelings, and: may ſink into 
the depths l of wickedneſs. And there 
is nothing · which · is ſa likely to produce 
theſe unhappy effects: as evil; company. 
If by any means a man becomes, for a 
time, a companion of perſons of licen- 
tious principles and manners; eſpecially 
if they be of the ſame age and rank 
with himſelf — if they, be free, gene- 
rous, and good - natured . if they be 
poſſeſſed of an eaſy and inſinuating ad- 
dreſs, and appear influenced by friend- 
ſhip and reſpect — what will be the 
conſequence?:— he will haye frequent 
and powerful temptatians to vice caſt 
in his way; — he will ſee it repreſented 
in a pleaſing light, and by degrees, 
begin to think favourably concerning 
l $% it 5 
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it; — he will then, probably, be per- 
ſuaded to make ſome faint and irreſo- 
Jute 1 towards the path of fol- 
ly; 1 75 with faultering, trembling,. and 


— *. ff 4 A 


f. retracted ſteps, he will enter, the 
7 way; — he will not be able, 
to proceed, , without a thou- 
Lind Fug ggles; — the inward reproach- 
es of his mw will ſpread a thouſand 
virtuous bluſhes over his face ;, but by 
continuing to aſſociate with men of 
bad character, the beſt principles, of 
bis.ſoul. will gradually loſe their pow- 
er; —he will daily become leſs engl 
of the 2 and danger of vice; 
b dll at length by repeated acts of 
ickednels his;ſcruples will vaniſh — 
his fears, will be diſſipated — his heart 
will be hardened and he will proceed 
from one vice to another, till! he ar- 
rives at a dreadful pre- eminence in 
wickedneſs. Thus do evil communi- 
cations moſt armer and ane cor- 
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"Th * ld 8 FER wth of this 
obſervation is evident from facts. 
Which of us cannot recollect inſtances, 
within the circle of our own acquaitt- 
tance, of perſons who have been de- 
lauded /— corrupted — ruined, by the 
choice of licentious and vicious com- 
panions? Perhaps ſome of us have ſeen 
thoſe, who were dear to us, in early 
life, on account of their modeſty, dili- 
gence, piety, ſincerity, and friendſhip 
— with whom we hoped long to have 
enjoyed the pleaſures of a virtuous: in- 
timacy — ho have been unexpectedly 
caught in this deſtructive ſhate;  ' Per- 
haps, we have ſeen their native inno- 
cence changed into licentiouſneſs — 
their piety into profaneneſs = and their 
diligence into idle extravagance z — 
they have treated our friendſhip with 
contempt and deriſion; — and we have 
been obliged, for our own ſafety and. 
reputation, to forfake their ſociety; — 
How many diſtreſſed parents may be 


found, 
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found, who are weeping over a diſobe. 
dient and profligate child, and with 
grief, aſcribing his ruin to evil com- 
pany! There was a time when his 
amiable diſpoſitions were the joy of 
their hearts, and when they looked for- 
ward, with a pleaſing hope, to the fea- 
ſon when he ſhould be the comfort of 
their advanced age. Phe conſtancy 
and pleaſure: with which he then at- 
tended upon religious inſtitutions 

the tenderneſs and compaſſion - with 
which he beheld objects of diſtreſs, 
and the chearfulneſs with which be ro- 
Beved them the readineſs wuh 
which he performed: every office of 
filial duty — the care and diligence 
with which he treaſured up uſeful ſtores 
of knowledge, and maxims of pru- 
dence — and the generous openneſs, 


many thoughtfulneſs, and innocent 
chearfulneſs which he diſcovered — 
then gave them inexpreſſible ſatisfac- 
tion, and filled them with the moſt 
flattering expectations. But he enters 

g the 
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the world, unſuſpeRing, — incautious 
— confident. He mingles, before he 
is aware, with young perſons of licenti- 
ous manners, and, without being ap- 
prehenſive of danger, follows wherever 
they lead him. He goeth (as Solomon 
expreſſes it) like an ox to the ſlaughter, 
and as a bird haſteth to the ſnare, and 
knoweth not that it is for his life.“ 
By degrees, the pious and affectionate 
inſtructions and admonitions of his pa- 
rents and friends are forgotten — the 
good impreſſions of his education are 
effaced — and he ſinks into a courſe 
of licentiouſneſs, and a ſtate of inſenſi- 
bility. His parents obſerve and la- 
ment his degeneracy, with unavailing 
and, perhaps, deſpiſed tears; they ſee 
their unwearied labours loſt, their ten- 
der affection lighted, and their pleaſing 
hopes blaſted ; — and they go down 
with ſorrow to the grave. Such are 
the fatal effects of evil company. 
Look abroad into the world — obſerve 


ſome whoſe conſtitutions are impaired 


* 2 r 


vrorovs een oY 


5 by-i intemperance and debauchery; 
others whoſe circumſtances are ſo em- 
barraſſed, that they know not What 
cCourſe to take; — others who are obs 
liged to ſubmit to the confinement of 
a priſon, as a puniſhment for their ire 
regularities ; — and others -chained-in 
dungeons, guſt ready to receive, from 
the hand of juſtice, the deſert of their 
crimes. Aſk all theſe, what was the 
firſt ſtep towards their preſent unhappy 
ſtate ; it is probable that moſt of "908 | 
will tell N — bad ee, 


What farther arguments: do we FIND! 

to evince the truth of the Apoſtle ob- 
ſervation, Evil communications cor. 
rupt good manners?” Or, how can I 
more properly addreſs you, in the oon 
cluſion of this diſcourſe, than in the 
words with which this obſervation is 

introduced; « Be not d 7272 


Wiege dss who wiſh to e 
vou from the path of virtue, and to 
make 
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make you partners in their wickedneſs, . 
may for a time aſſume the air af ſobri- 
ety and qmiendſhip. They may be care 
ful, at firſt, not to ſhock your ſenſibi- 
Fey; and may, perhaps, diſcover, in 
your preſence, little more than that in- 
nocent chearfulneſs, to which you have 
deen accuſtomed, They may profeſs. 
the higheſt  reſpe& for you, and only 
defire to ſhew their friendſhip, by con- 
ducting you to a few innocent pleaſures, 
from which the unneceffary reſtraints 
of educatiorr have debarred you. But 
be not deceived ; for (to allude to the 
figurative language of our Saviour) 
< tho” they come to you; in ſheep's 
loathing, inwardly -they- are ravaning 
| wolves.” However fairly they may 
addreſs you: — in whatever pleaſing 
diſguiſe they may appear — be aſſured 
their deſign is to rob you of your cha- 
racter, your innocence, and your 
peace. If ſinners, then, entice you, 
— not: walk not in the way with 

., | mean; 
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chem; refrain yqur feet , from. their 
paths z neithar e wich them, 
left, ye learn their ways, and. get a 
ſnare to your ſouls. Enter not into 
the path of the wicked, and go not in 
the way of evil men; avoid it, pas 
not by een 1 — 
iris Wl e e W, g 


"Bt 0 We alen vain N 
nation, that you ſhall be able to aſſo- 
clate wich ſuch perſons, and ſtill retain 
your iategtity. Phis is an imagina- 
tion, by which theufands hæve been 
lulled into ſecurity, and betrayed into 
viee and ruin. Fruſt not your virtue, 
beſeech you, on ſo precarious · a foun- 
dation. If the innocent man, with - all 
the advantages of a religious education 
and good habits, finds it difficult to 
reſiſt che numerous and powerfuf 
_ temptations, which neceffarily ſurround 
him; think what muſt 'be the condi- 
tion of him who, not content with the 


8 #01 ats 0e 
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nals * 1 ee 
fall in his way; placeth himſelf in the 
midſt of new difficulties, and, with the 
higheſt preſumption, meets temptations 
Which he might eaſily have avoided. 

„Cina man take fire in his boſom and 
not be burnt ? Do you imagine ir poſ⸗ 


ſible to be the conſtant companions of 
men of corrupt | morals'— to expoſe 
yourſelves to their artful inſinuations, 
the influence of their example, and the 
force of their wit and raillery; with all 
the natural ardour of youth; to place 
yourſelves. in the way of thoſe: allure- 
ments, by which thouſands have been 
undone — and ſtill to retain your 
purity and. innocence 2.— If integrity 
and virtue were things of little 


„ 1 


quence, I would bid you, for once, 
try the experiment. But reputation 
and honour, uprightneſs and purity, a 

peaceful conſci ience, and everlaſting 
happineſs, are too important to be 


trifled with : and there 1 is little reaſon 
x to 


* 944 


to eee, HF chow: 
2 made to then colts 
Let it ebei dufkice, tat ytu have dren | 
the fatal effefts afoeril: company in o- 
| thers ) Pre ſumei tut too ventore youre; 
ſelves in the way of that infection, by 
which ſuch multitudes; haye; been de- 
ſtroyed. If you value the eſteem oß 
the xiſo and good; around1you!3:r-baf 
vort deſie to preſærve : the; affection. | 
and-natto deftroy; the: peace of your 
virtuous friends: if you would not 
give up eVvery valuable interęſt, both 
imiethis world; and that which! is to 
come 3 have: no fellowſhip with 
tho unfruitful workvyof darkneſs, but 
a concerning alb the workers of ini- 
" guity; e au donde not chou in- 
min e honous, be net thou united.“ 
60 been 5013 111917 se 12 509001 53 7 
--;Anitheichvice of your intimate com⸗ 
panions and friends, exerciſe great cau- 
| tion and Prudence. Let them be poſ- 
I ſeſſed 
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ſeſſed of a good underſtanding and a 
love of kfidwledge ; that you may al- 
ways find inſtruction and improvement 
in their converſation. Let them be 
*perſbns of a thoughtful and conſiderate 
turn of mind; that they may be able to 
adviſe, adinbniſh, and reprove you, as 
'occafion ' may require. Let them be 
*efidued with à natural (generoſity of 
"temper, and ſenſibility 'of heart; that 
their attachment to you may be incere, 
diſintereſted, and inviolable. And, a- 
bove all, let their morals be uncor- 
-rupted, and their characters unble- 
miſhed; that their example, inſtead of 
betraying you into vice, may eneou- 
rage and affift your progreſs in the 
path of virtue. Seek for perſons who 
are poſſeſſed of ſuch qualifications as 
theſe; and having found, tried, and 
approved them, ae them the friends 
of your heart; delight i in their conver- 
ation; place confidence in their inte- 
grity and ſecure their affection by all 
the 
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the kind offices in your power : for, 
remember, He that walketh with 
wiſe men ſhall be wiſe; but a com- 

anion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed.” : 
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not then ſee thoſe who. profeſs to learn 
of him that was werte and lowly of 
heart, and to ſet their affections on 
things above, looking down upon their 
Poorer brethren with infolence and dif- 
dain, and boaſting themſelves in'the a- 
bundance of their- riches; as if they 
hoped to live for gyer, and not ſee cor- 
ruption We ſhould not then ſee 
the bounties of providence, which are 
gipen us for our pleaſure aud Advan- 
tage, waſted — abuſed — trampled 
under foot, by riot, intemperance, and 
debauchery : We ſhould not then 
ſee hunger and diſtreſs waiting at the 
door of plenty, and, at ho I away 
without ſo much as partaKint of the 
erumbs which fall from the r — 


bee burden eden I 
vous burden of e 

bumble, mogeſt 8 ae ee 
rity, without x without copy 


ragement, „ne en . Such 
ſcenes as theſe would no longer. afflict 
our l, if the happy art, Which 


chriſti- 


A 


— 
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cuitinnicy teacheth, and which its. 
great A podle had learned, were uni- 


verſally "ſtudied: and practiſed — if 


all whom heaven hath bleſſed” 


riches « knew how to abound”? „ 


There are, perhaps, few who' kak 


modeſty and humility enough to think. 
themſelves unacquainted with this art, 
or to ſuſpect, that, if they were ad- 
vanced to a more conſpicuous and af- 


fluent ſtation, they ſhould not be able 
to appear in it with dignity, and to diſ- 
charge the duties of it with reputation 


and ſucceſs. We ſhall, I believe, ſe]- 
dom find a perſon who would not 'be 
willing to have his virtue put to this 


trial, or who would enter upon it with 


any degree of diffidence, 


# 2 1 
* 3 * U 11 1 1 
8 - 


2 is, however, far Tron being 5 


eaſy a matter as may generally be 3 
poſed, to preſerve our innocence amidſt 
the ſnares of proſperity, and to anſwer 
all the demands which honour, benevo- 
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lence, virtue, and religion will have 
upon us, in an exalted ſphere of life. 
Our Saviour hath given us a moſt ſtrik- 
ing repreſentation of the difficulties 
which attend a ſtate of eaſe and abun- 
dance, and inſtructed us to exerciſe 
the utmoſt caution and diligence- in 
ſuch circumſtances, by ſaying, © It is 
eaſier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
Thoſe therefore Ve through | the 
good providence of Gov, not only 
have a ſufficiency for the ſupport of 


hie, but are able to command many 


of its conveniencies and elegancies, 
and who, according to their rank in 
fe, whatever it may be, live in plenty 
(for all ſuch may properly be ſaid to 
abound) will ſuffer me to put them in 
remembrance of the manner in which 
they ought to behave, in the midſt of 
their abundance. 


Add, 


8 RICH. 19 
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the PERS in as firſt place,.ahofervbo 
2 know-w hawtorabaund;” 


fill chem with: pride: and ſef qui 
cieney, „ nor think of themſaheks 


more highly than-they.ovghtts ind 


Its a mark of a little and weak 
mind: for a man to be gleyated; abbie 


meaſure on the advancenient obohis 


fortune; as if all. real merit ron ſiſtod 
in an abundance af gold and Hbver; 


tain proaf of i the pecilliariapprobation 


knows,..and:ia good man feels that, 
how much ſbe ver he:mayibs:rarefled, 
fawned upon, and Battered::by:bis:de- 
pendents how greatly dee verſ be 
iplendor of dreſs; equipage, ander- 
_naliſhew, [may daszle the eyes gfihe 


multitude, and render him the Het 
of their admiration and applauſe — he 
hath no real merit, hut that Which is 


ſeated i in his Kar- anden hich mould 


21H not 
ſuſſer the increaſe uf «their: wicalth 40 


-0x,':avaf-ſucceſs.an-buſineſs were: a cer- 


and bfavour of heaven. A Whitman = 
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remain unimpaired, if he were ſtripped 
ofialthis porap; ind cldathed.imfags 
chat wirhoche diſcerningrdew 4 

an Iii$:ownrimpatrtiab'reflections - an 
before the righteous judge oftmen, all 
he Gilgtiſes x of wetitheand* grommets, 
are leſs than X 
He-ſces: thut with regard 10 The-he- 
nous aàndꝭ tritaſurts of the world, 1 ali 
things bappenralike to ali and ithane 
io hebeνν tol che Highteous and the 
pickel. If therefore he is made 
rich, and the glory of his houſe is im 
ergaſatl. N he is not vaialy puff upę 


imagioing khimſeif +20 be forreth ings 
when -he is nothing Ten etd oft 


thedernaments wf his exaltedſtattern 
with amodeſt and gracefubgaſe Hi, 
endwns them adl>wit thyIYhe- faire gew 
 Iulmilayes7s gal: SiS you nol Lo 
. Bojdo ac card 125ba5: bas bim 
„Kerben Tov he dc En Neth 
aboundz“ will dt ſuffer their wealth to 
"Pg eee Wynn N cheif ade 
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Sans or farm too high txpecations of 
Bappineſs ftom it. When grichas 
encreaſe they, will nat ſet their hearts 
upon them: They will not ſay unto 
gold, Thou art my hope, or unto 
ine gold, Thou art my conſidenaed 
There is, nothingcof which we 
haye more. frequent and»canyinging - 
Pros od than. h the nnſufligiengyqiof 
zichesoltu make uð happy: Ne daily 
leo chat no ˙fIdlx: poſſpſtiaue can 
ſmooth the brow of ; care, give eaſa to 
8 — healia wountled pie 
Tit. hrt We ien..hchald chose h, 
haveihee 
eaGfulg;iniinheir purſiam catter wealth 
ſuddenly de pred of thæis early pur 
chaleds candohighlyivalued ſtores: And 
we Aer ef rain hat hawev en fomunate 
we/ may have in gaining or pre 
ſerving giahes, then call oh, aro 
rie. whediwe muſt leave ahemd alilge. 
biodr-arocs] as, Adern aieogns } 
wiſdam, as Well as off higty, Aiuthat, 
thoſa Nh a icha cin this Nau 
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mould not truſt in uncertain riches, 
but in the living Gop, wh — us 
richly all things to erjoy. A 


Thoſe who << know "ow to ly 1 
will, likewiſe, be careful to enjoy the 


bountics of providence with modera- 
tion and temperance... — The Al- 
mighty hath not, indeed, ſet before us 
the fealt of nature, like the fabled: cup 


of Tantalus, to fill us with perpetual 
defire, without giving us leave to taſte 


of it. He doth not make our table a 
ſnare to us, by putting the means of 


cation into our hands, on - 
try our reſolution in refraining fr 


the uſe of them. Our wiſe and ebet. 
ful father is incapable of fuch conduct, 


and far be it from his offspring to 

charge him thus foolifhly] terer 
our maker hach giden us We may'—'we 
ought to enjoy.” To taſte all the plea- 


ſures, which every. dect, and every 
creature around us is capable of af- 


2 1 to. conform to the will of 
i him 
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bim who beſtowed them all. But 
let it be remembered, that it is our 
wiſdom and intereſt, and therefore our 
duty, not blindly to follow the impulſe 
of appetite and paſſion, but to employ 
our reaſon in directing us to ſuen 4 
uſe of the good things of life, as ſhall 
render them, on the whole, moſt ad- 
vantageous to us. An attention to 
this maxim will ſoon convinee is, that 
all thoſe exceffive animal indulgences, 
which tend to injure our health, im- 
pair our underſtandings, deſtroy our 
characters, or deprive us of an oppor- 
runity of nfing our poſſeſſions for the 
benefit of others, are fooliſh and cri- 
minal. And this is equally true with 
reſpe& to thoſe exceſſes, which ariſe 
from pride, luxury, and ambition. 
That undiſtinguiſhing and blind re- 
ſpect, which mankind have been ac- 
cuſtomed to pay to external appear- 
ances, and that deſire of being thougit 
of importance in the world, ” wich? 18 
natural to the human heart, have often 

"RU 
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led weak minds to aim at things much 
above their reach. By endeavouring 
to make an appearance, which they 
have neither Had fortune nor economy 
to ſupport, they have frequently de- 
prived themſelves of thoſe pleaſures 
which they might innocently and pru- 
dently — enjoyed, and plunged 
themſelves into inextricable difficulties. 
Thoſe who indulge this ridiculous and 
pernicious diſpoſition, are as far from 
having learned the art of abounding, 
as thoſe who abuſe the bounties of 
heaven, and waſte their ſubſtance in 
riot, drunkenneſs, and debauchery. 
But the man who knows how to 
abound will carefully avoid theſe er- 
rors, and will enjoy his abundance, in 
ſuch a manner as will tend to enliven 
his ſpirits, and fit him for the duties 
and pleaſures of ſocial life — will leave 
him power and inclination to employ a 
pr oper portion of his ſubſtance in works 
of charity — and will diſpoſe him more 
he artily to give thanks to the author of 
| all 
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all good for his mereies. Ing, by, 2500 
this means, he will at once extract 
from his poſſeſſions the pleaſures of þ 
fenſible indulgence . — of ſocial. en- 
joyment of benevolence + —— and 
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; a us, in the next 1 conſider 1 
the duties of thoſe h abqund, which f 


reſpecto the Supreme: Being. the. 5 
ther of merciea, and the giver of of ey 
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1 The ſentiment which ought, doube- 
Jeſs,. ta. prevail above all ↄthers, AR, 
heatts:rof thoſe who-.aboynd,, is. 
giaus gratitude. he pooreſt and moſt 3 
wretchediof: the ſons of, men are not © 4 
e e. ound nen, : 
neſs: Ho reaſonable then i 1 that 
ä Karg 
ſupports, -but-:h8+ canyeniengies/ and 
gratifications of life, in a degree voſtly 
fuperior to thouſands; of i their: fel ö 
creatures, ſhould abound in Joye od, 5 
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gratitude to the author of all their en- 
Joyments! The leaſt reflection muſt 
' convince us, that we have. nothing but 
what we have received — that if we 
are diftinguiſhed from our- brethren, 
it is Gop who hath made us to differ. 
— and that ſuperior enjoyments call 
for higher degrees of thankfulneſs, and 
more joyful ſongs of praiſe. If there- 
fore we conſider the peculiar motives to 
gratitude and devotion- which ariſe 
from a ſtate of afluence, we. ſhall na- 
turally expect the moſt ſhining ex- 
amples of piety, among thoſe- who fill 
u che higher ſtations of "life. : And 
yet, alas! how numerous are the. facts 
which contradict this  expedtation þ 
How often do we fee, that when men 
cc have eaten and are full, and have 
buitt goodly houſes, and dwelt there-: 
in, they forget the Gon Who made 
them, and lightly eſteem the rock of 
their ſalvation!“ How frequently do 
thoſe, who have poured out their 
9 to the Almighty in the day of 

their 
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their diſtreſs, forfake him in- the timo 
of their proſperity l If ve en- 
quire into the reaſon "hy: the tribura 


of religious gratitude, which: js ſo in- 
diſputably due, and which the piouy 
mind finds: it: ſo natural and eaſy ta 


frequently with-held' by thoſe from 


ſhall find that pride; preſumption, n+ 
conſideration, and the cares and plea- 
ſures of life, all concur to produce 


_this effect. The temptations to a diſ- 


regard of the Supreme Being, which 
attend a ſtate of proſperity, art, inn 


deed, ſo numerous and powerful,: tr 


thoſe who haue the reſolution and 
goodneſs to withſtand them, and, in 
this ſituation, to maintain a becoming 
ſenſe of the providence and govern+ 


ment of Gop, may juſtly be ths: to 


* know how to abound.” not 


Plety nnewür requires, hs thoſe | 


”_ are in affluent, cireumſtances 


ſhould 
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pay, to the beſt of all beings, is ſa. 
whom it might be firſt expected; we - 
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mould conſider ' themſelves as en: 
truſted by Gop with important ta- 
lents, for which they muſt give an ac- 
count, and ſhould act as faithful 
ſtewards of the manifold bounties f 
his providence. It is the wiſe appoint- 
ment of heaven, that no man ſhould 
live to himſelf, but that all, in their 
reſpeQive ſtations, ſhould contribute 
their part towards the public good. 
Thoſe, therefore, to whom Gon hath 
given a large portion of the good 
things of life, ſhould conſider, that 
2 are anſwerable to their Lord, for 
the. truſt which he hath repoſed in 
4' and. that they can have no rea- 
ſon to expect his approbation, if they 


appropriate the talents committed to 
them ſolely to their own uſe — if they 


neglect to exert themſelves for the ſer- 
vice of their fellow- creatures, in pro- 
portion to the capacities and oppor» 
tunities, which their ſuperior fortune 
and rank in life afford them. It is a 
nen of equity, that to whom much 
| 15 


RY 
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is given, of them much ſhould be re- 


quired. But the particular im- 
provement, which it may reaſonably 
be expected that thoſe who abound 
ſnould make of their truſt, will more 


fully appear, by conſidering their 


duty, as it reſpects their fellow: 
Secu. Wh rn, 


Sow. thoſe 1 ny r how to + 
bound will undoubtedly . avoid all 


baughty, injurious, and. oppreſſive 
behaviour towards their. inferiors. 


Pride and ignorance may ſometimes 


lead the rich and great to forget 


common relation which ſubſiſts 'be- | 


tween man and man, as they have all 
one father, and to treat their poorer 
brethren with diſdain and contempt, 
as if they were beings of an inferior 
order. Nay their minds may be ſo to- 
tally vitiated and depraved — fo en- 
tirely diveſted of every ſentiment of 


| humanity and compaſſion — that they 
| ** become 1 of increaſing 


thoſe 
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-thoſe burdens, - which nature would 
have taught them to lleſſen, and, as 
far as poſſible, to remove. But ſuch a 
temper and behaviour as this: is an un- 
doubted proof, either that a man hath 
riſen from a low ſtation of life to wealth 

and power, which he knews not how to 
uſe and enjoy, or that he is under the 
dominion of thoſe baſe and ſelfiſh paſ- 
- fions, Which are a difgrace to the ex- 
alted rank in Which he happens to be 
born. Thoſe who are poſſeſſed of true 
greatneſs of ſoul will conſider all man- 

kind as by nature upon a level with 
themſelves, and will be ſenſible, that 
a poor man may have as, much real 
goodneſs of heart and excellence of 
character, and may ſtand as high in 
the eſteem of that being, who * judgeth 
not by outward appearance, but judgeth 
righteous judgment,” as thoſe -who 
make the greateſt fᷣgure in the world. 

They will be ſo far from infulting and 
deſpiſing the poor and needy, that they 
will do all in their power to render 
their 
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their conditibn tolerable and eaßy, by 
treating them with mildnefs und gentle 


neſs, coutreſy und kindueſs. They 


will not only earefully avoid all abuſes 
of their power, to the injury of their 


infetiors, but will take delight in em- 


ployi ing their abundance, for the relief 


And aliftance"of _ Adeſtitute andinf- 
Aifted. 


If we look no further than our own 


$ k , 1 
4 Q 4 T 4 1 
. 1 


intereſt, and only enquire what is the 


moſt prudent and ad vantageous uſe of 


riches, we "ſhall" find that no man 


knows how: to abound, but he who 
employs them for the benefit of his 
fellow- creatures. For a proof of 
this, we may appeal to the experience 
of the humane and compaſſionate, 
You, "whoſe: hearts and hands are al- 
ways open to works of charity and 
kindneſs, and who employ frugality 


and prudence as handmaids to benevo- 
lence, ſay, —— whether the pleaſure 
which you have 1 when you have 


2 ſent 
* 
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ſent away the poor and needy from 

your door refreſhed and comforted — 
when you have ſought out the obſcare 


retreat of humble ant, and. ſilent af 
fiction, and granted chem af 


and unſolicited relief, — when, you 


have tenderly pitied, and generouſly 


alliſted. ſuch | as had been involved in 


unavoidable difficulties when-you 
have contributed to the ſupport and 


encouragement of honeſt; induſtry 
or when you have eſpouſed andi de- 


fended the cauſe of the injured and op- 
preſſed, or the fatherleſs and the wi- 


dow; ſay, whether the pleaſure 
which you have felt, in ſuch acts of 
liberality, hath not been infinitely ſu- 
perior to all the gratificatians of ambi- 
tion and pride, of luxury and extrava- 


gance, of riot and intemperance ? 


Hath not the performance of humane 
and generous actions filled your hearts 


with unſpeakable ſatisfaction and de- 


light? —— Nay, may we not ſtill 
farther appeal even to the man, who is 
governed 


"4 . and 193 is EO blind 
to the calamities and deaf to the in- 
treaties, of his fellow / ereatures, whe- 
ther, when compaſſion and charity 


act of generoſity, he hath not been bet- 


ter pleaſed with himſelf — and ſpent 


the day, which hath been thus diſtin- 


guiſhed, more chearfully — than on 


an an other * man. 


. Suppe ee Sri yes all. 
your preſent poſſeſſions, and reduced” 
to ai ſtate of dependence, want, and 
| miſery; what-kind of reflections would 

you wiſh to be able to make, on ſuch 
a xeverſe of fortune? Would they not 
be ſuch a8 theſe? „ When the ear 
e heard me then it bleſſed me, and 
when the eye ſaw me, it gave wit 
+ LY neſs to me, becauſe I delivered the 
& poor that cried, and the fatherleſs, 
A none to help him. 
K 2 The 
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have made a tranſient viſit to his heart, 
and prompted him to ſome uncommon 
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«The blefling of him that was ready to 
<. periſh: came upon me, and I cauſed 
« the widow's heart to ſing for joy. I 
« was eyes to the blind, 0 fret was I 
* to the lame; I was a father to the 
4 poor, and the cauſe which I knew 
« not, I ſearched out.” —— Imagine 
yourſelves in the preſence of Gop, the 
judge of all, to receive the final reward 
of your actions: would you not, in 
theſe circumſtances, rejoice to reflect 
that you have been rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribute, willing to 
communicate, laying up in ſtore: for 
yourſelves a good foundation againſt 
the time to come, that you might lay 
hold on eternal life!“ Would you not 
_ eſteem it an unſpeakable happineſs, to 
have a ſeries of humane and-benevo- 
tent actions, which you had performed 
towards your fellow - creatures on earth, 
brought, to light and applauded by 
your judge, and to be admitted into 
the everlaſting habitations of good 
men, who © reſt from their, n 
1 "44 
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d boſe erz follow them! — — 
« If then thou haſt abundance, give. 
alms accordingly ; fo ſhalt thou lay up 
a good treafure for Fon ood r che 


day of neceſſity. N 510 5 . in; 


On the whole, the ſum of our dern. 
in a ſtate of proſperity and affluence, is 


this; To be humble, moderate, and 


temperate — not to truſt in uncertain 


riches — to receive them with grati- 


tude as the gifts of heaven, and im- 
prove them as talents committed to our 
care by the great Lord of all — to ab- 


ſtain from pride, injuſtice, and oppreſ- 


ſion, and to delight in doing all the 
kind offices in our power. If we 
attentively obſerve and practiſe theſe 
rules, we may with propriety adopt 
the language of the Apoſtle; I know 
how to abound.” And when we ſhall 


hereafter be called to give ag account 


of dur truſt, we ſhall receive this 
delightful ſentence of approbation, 
* Well done, good and faithful ſer- 
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may Gop of his infinite mercy grant ! 
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dominion may "<phimand the external 
marks of deference and ſubjection. 
Uncommon ſtrength of underſtanding, 
4 or ſurprizing powers of genius, may 
entitle a man to our reſpect, and lead 
3 us to value him, as an agreeable com- 
panion and a uſeful member of ſociety. 
But it is only the genuine virtues of 
the heart, manifeſted by a courſe of 
laudable and worthy actions, which 
can engage our eſteem and love, The 
moſt liberal endowments of nature, 
the moſt complete accormpliſtinients of 
art, and the largeſt gifts of fortune, 
Nhout -a good. heart, are, nothing. 
hereas, _ uprightneſs, of intention, 
generolity and benevolence of diſpoſi- 
tion, and virtuous habits of mind, will 
give, a. man. real. worth, thþ", Ey 
ching elſe be wanting. For, in 
oo judgmeiit of impartial reaſon; d in 
* the fight of Almighty 'Gov,the" d 
1 alone is man of the man- 


1 * ; , f . | is is, 1 | 2 N 2 1 


on 


way and 


could ſacrifice the happineſs of fami- 0 
hes, the peace and proſperity of ſta 


and even the lives of thouſands, At the 
ſhrine of ambition, whatever 
valour or ſagacity they den deen, Tp 
could ſurely have little pretenſions to 
goodneſs of heart. Weighed in 
this balance, what multitudes of thoſe 


% 
* * .» * . 929 as e * * A 1 "By % 
4 * ö p # . 4 ? "7d Y * ak 
_ have acq the bigheſt reputwak 7 
— 6 * p 4 


n for wiſdom and knowledge, Will 18 


be found wanting! For facts have 
alas 1 too frequent proved, that 
amiable and virtuous diſpoſitions ate 


not the certain and neceſſary offyprit 
of an enlightened een Wionn 
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the higheſt degrees of merit 1 


mean, the character of Jrsus Cnntee. 


4 - 
wi * 1 
x * 


From the hiſtory of his life and denth it 


is manifeſt, that his heart was the ſeat 


of every amiable and worth affection, 
and that, on this account, his example 
deſerves our utmoſt reſpect, ad. our 
eonſtant and careful imitation ——— 
Particularly, we 1 from the chri- 
nnn ' 7 11 ao ogy 
$31 eit in Ar 
445 the Giſt place, That the. temper 
of CHRIST was bilmble; '—— This was 


the part of his character, which the 
A poſtle Paal! particularly recom- 
mended to the Philippians in the text: 


« Let this mind be in you which was 


alſo in Cun 1s Jesus, — who, being 


found in faſbion as a man, humbled 


himſelf, and became obedient unto 


death, even the death of theeroſfs.” — 
His humility was manifeſted in all the 
actions of his life, and ſpread a peeu- 
liar grace and beauty over every other 


virtue Which ae bist character. 
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® x 


85 gation- a of taking pains, to 
ane of Mu night! 


it Was not he who did them bot 
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eminence in his kingdom, / 'he:rebuked 8 
their ambition, by faying unte them, Il 
Te know not What ye alli” 2 + Ya 
when there was a ſtrif Mis dil * 
ciples, which of them made bene. 
counted the greateſt, hie ſuarply te- 
proved the proud and lordly Foirle 
which they diſcovered, "AE: _ 
them humility by ref to 
his on. example. e, Wherher-s is 
\greafer, he that fitteth at meat, or he 
0 — Is not he that ſittett at 
meat? But 1 am ameng you as he 
chat ſervetb.“ And, to convince his 
diiſciples, chat there, was no virtue 
Which was higher, in his eſtimation, 
or which her vs. more deſirous they 
1 ould eaten, than ren ee 
: the ſervite office of waſhing their feet, 
and cloſed this len of con- 
deſcenſſon; by Hiying, I Rave given 
vou an Examples chat e 81 
* unto — Thug du 
46-455 ene een 2 * 
2595 1 43 4 | 
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of heat. e ib, Smt. 
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mam vould think "abundant 


ly . 
ficient to excuſe K 


- Samaritans refuſed; him entertainment, 
in one of their villages, becauſe he was 
Nu, his diſciples, Jumes and! Jabs, 
immediately reſented” their conduct, 
and would have called down the ven- 
geance of heaven upon them. But 
1 Jrsus bore the affront with the greateſt 
. calmneſs; and, inſtead of taking re- 
bo venge upon his 'adverſaries,' he thus 
reproved his friends for the vehemence 
af their reſentment; Ve know not 
hat manner of fpirits ye art o. 
When the officers came to him to make 
him priſoner, he neithet made iſe of 
Salem meaſures eo deliver“ hind 
4 e his didgpler to: esse mbe est 
| in his defence. One of them, from 
+ the abundance of his affection for his 
| | maſter, on this occaſion, ſtruck a ſer- 
_ vant of the high prieſt, and ſmote off 
. his ear — Te. .v of com- 
anending his-zeal, rebuked. his. raſhneſs, 
and ſaid unto. him, „Put een 
| thy _ into its __ e 46088 


on Tir 'PEMPEN OP enn nr. M "mm 
1 Y Nie wand 105! Git; 519 alt a. xz aetuds | : | 
But our Saviour's mec ws 
moſt illuttriouſiy diſplaycd, in 


-ſetnel of his e. Before Pileyelidmas 
falſly accuſed by his enemies, His 
Judge, who was not under the preju- 


:dices of the Ji nation from | 
whom therefore he might. have expect. - 


ſaw and confeſſed his innocence, had 
not the fortitude” to eſpouſe his cauſe 
and grant him a releaſe; but gave him 
1 up a ſacrifice to the prejudiced and en- 
naged multitude: Yet, in the mide 
| of all this unjuſt and cruel treatment. NJ 2 
Jeſus maintained an abſolute command 2 


| 
1 
] 


over himſelf, ::and held his: ">" 
Nay,” at the cloſe of his--ſofferings, a 
F when his enemies treated him with N 


ſcorn and contempt — cloathing him 
ä in a purple robe — placing à crown of "By "&; 


thorns on his head = putting a reed in 

his hand, and hailing him King of the 17 
Jens eee added cruelty and 3 
5 „ | 4 batba- 1 
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barbarity to their inſolence — ſpitting. 
upon him == giving him vinegar and 
ill to drink, and ſmiting him on the 
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head; —— in the midſt of all theſe 
Inſults, he preſerved the compoſute of 
his mind, — ſuffered not an angry 
word to fall from his lips. When he 
was reviled, he reviled not again; 
when he ſuffered he threatened not); 
but committed himſelf to him that 
zudgeth righteouſly.” He was led as 
a lamb to the ſlaughter ; and, as: a 
ſheep before her ſnearers is dumb, 10 
, eee Wir Bree 7 


way” + 


And as the temper of abe was 
meek and gentle, ſo it was firm and 
heroic. —— When, in obedience; to 
the will of his Father, he aſſumed the 
important character of the Saviour of 


the world, he was well. aſſured, from 


the nature of his undertaking, that he 
muſt be expoſed to continual labour 


and 1 3 nag perſecution. 
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to the Father And tho, juſt befote 
the trying ſcene, nature recoiled at the 
proſpect of the. agonies which awaited 
him, his fortitude and piety ſoon en- 
abled him to ſay; „ The cup Which 
my Father hath given me, ſhall I not 
drink it ?” When he was actually 
' betrayed by the artifice and treachery 
of Judas, with what calmneſs and ſe- 
renity did he give himſelf; up into the 
hands of his enemies! with what un- 
ſhaken firmneſs of mind did he appear 
before bis judge I with what heroic for- 
titude did he receive his ſentence of 


length ſunk under its burden, wh 
what facred triumph did he ſax, It 
is finiſhed,” and give vp the ghoſt! 
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his heart melt with pity towards him, 
and being — aſſiſt and re- 


lieve him. But his benevolence 
Was pritcipally employed upon much 


higher and more important objects. 
No correct the miſtakes, and remove 
the prejudices, under which mankind 
had long laboured, with reſpect to the 
ſubjects of moraliey and religion — 
—— juſt conceptions of Al- 

mighey Gop, and of the worſtip and 
obsdishoe Which he tres from 


his rational offspring to eſtab- 
bim bare and-undefted religion en the 


ways, and lead then 10 the practice 


of the moſt perfect virtue, by ſetting 


before them the ſolemnities of & final 


ial lb, Jiriialpy ortd lo comoyiacdoril- 


ing to the deeds done in the body 
a „ the under- 
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ſtandings — refine the fentimgnts — 
e 1 manners, and increaſe. the 
happinels of mankind, were the gene 
rous and godlike purpoſes which ani- 
mated: the heart of our benevalent Sa- 
viour. In the execution of 4 theſe 
deſigns he: always found. his bigh- 
eſt gratification, and delight. My 
meat (faith he) is to do the will of 
him that nt; me, and to; finiſh his 
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Such was Nw lam ena chat 
he was not diſmayed in the purſuit of 
their happineſs, by the; greateſt; hard- 
ſhips and difficulties — by. the., poſt 
undeſerved reproaches and inſults. — 
nor even by, the moſt ignominigus 
death. He perſeyered in his labours 
of love, in the midſt of de ien 
diſcouragements and moſt violent op: 
Poſition; 52 and, that he, might c 
DFE his benevolent deſign, he volu 


Rally, Sale ek up * eee 


4 hi 4 - 2 
* "OY hk 
| - . 


. 4 


N 


214 ON. THE rrurkr or CHRIST. 


the blind reſentment: and malice of 
his enemies. When theſe would no 
longer permit him to live in the ſervice 
of mankind, he chearfully ſubmitted 
to: die for their ſakes. And ſurely 
greater love hath no man than this, 
| chat a man lay _—_— _ ins nn 
friends.“ eo ce 


Ad bis affe@tion, was far Gaim oj 
ing limited to the Jewiſb nation; his 
temper was liberal and generous — 
his benevolence unconfined. When 
Yon opportunity offered itſelf for in- 
1 a woman of Samaria, he did 
= not kxcuſe himſelf by ſaying, The 
| a Jews have no dealings with the Sama- 
ritans.” The general tendency of his 
life and doctrine was to ineulcate the 
principles of © univerſal benevolence. 
9 And the ſervices which he performed 
4 to mankind were of ſuch a nature, 
Bt” that the good effects of them may be 
extended to the remoteſt nations, and 
enjoyed by the moſt diſtant poſterity. 
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| But chetions ;Swehiatit 8 Fee 
extended to the whole human race, 
there were ſome who were more im- 
mediately diſtinguiſhed by his perſonal 
notice and affection; and from his be- 
haviour towards them We may infer, k 8 3 
that his temper was friend. Out of 393 
the multitude who became his diſcip les 


he ſelected twelve for his more conſtant 
companions; and intimate friends. = 

beſe he employed to aſſiſt him in 

preaching the gaſpel. With theſe nge 1 

| often e with the utmoſt xc " M0 
Was, in any ue, We 6 «408 

| and tenderneſs, And, having Wor. | 5 Wo 


"Ly, at. 
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perienced the fincerity of - their 1 Re: 
ment to him, he took 2 particular. ] 
and ſolemn farewel 1 
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his death; in Which he gave them 


the ſtrongeſt propfs of his: affection. 


He addreſſed them by the endearing: 


appellations of friends and children. 


He ſtrongly recommended to them 
mutual forbearance and love. He 


comforted them under the proſpect of 


loſing their guide, their maſter, and 


their friend, and being left as ſheep 
without a ſhepherd, in the midſt of 
their enemies, by aſſuring them, that 
he would come again, and receive them 
to himſelf, and by offering up the moſt 


benevolent interceſſions on their behalf 


to his heavenly Father. — In the mjd(t 
of all his ſufferings, his heart was. full 


of affection for his diſciples.. When he 
was betrayed into the hands of his ehe- 


mies, he was much more concerned 
for the ſafety of his friends th: for his 


own, and ſaid unto the officers, « If ye 


| ſeek me, let theſe go their way.“ While 
ne was himſelf unjuſtly accuſed and 
condemned in the court of Pilate, he 


was attentive to the conduct of Peter, 
and 
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and rebuked his ungenerous and" cow- | 
ardly denial of him, by: a look which 
pierced him to the heart, and con- 
ſtrained him to go out and weep bit- 

terly. ——. There cannot be a more 
affecting inſtance of filial affection, 
than the concern Which CRRIST diſ- 
covered for che ſafety of his mo- 
ther, while he hung upon the croſß. 
„When Itsus ſaw: his mother, and 
the diſciple ſtanding by whom he loved, 
he ſaid unto his mother, Woman, be- 
hold thy ſon; then ſaid he to the diſ- 
ciple, Behold thy mother. What a 
pleaſing picture doth this tender and 
affectionate language, uttered at this 


critical 11 "ive us of the le of 


Ane aii 
— | 119351 2 


To tun we may add; chat our Sg: 


wards his enemies. — We have an 


inconteſtible proof of this in the man- 
ner in which he behaved towards his 
"@untrymen, notwithſtanding all the 

L ungrate- 
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2B ,ON THE TEMPER or CHRIST. | 
ungrateful treatment, and the un- 
provoked inſults, Which he received 
from them. For, tho i was de- 
ſpiſed and rejected of men, he Kill 
went about doing good.“ But the 
moſt ſtriking inſtance of his forgiving 
-temper we meet with in the laſt ſcene 
of his ſufferings. When his enemies 
loaded him with all the reproach and 
contempt which their malice could in- 
vent — when” they increaſed the tor- 
tures of crucifixion by their wanton 
cruelty, and ſeemed to ſport with his 
misfortunes; inſtead of expreſſing that 
reſentnent which ſuch inhumanity 
might juſtly have. provoked, he mani - 
feſted his hearty forgivetieſs of them, 
by praying that their ſin might not be 
laid to their charge, and pleading the 
only excuſe which could poſſiply be al- 
ledged in their behalf; Father, for- 
Foive them, for by Kno-] not what 
0 eas Sh ag Ts pit 
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* the laſt; } . che fog .of 
CHRIST Was pics and. devout. —— is 
Whole life Was one co ontinued courſe ©. of 
— * the will gf Gop. 1 25 


ns; him that ſent him. . wy, it Was 15 
greateſt conſolation and Joy, at the 
cloſe of his life, that he could mal de 
this appeal to heaven: Father, 1 * 
have glorified thee on earth, I have 
finiſhed: the work which thou Seeſt i 
me to do.“ He aſcribed all his wiſ- 
dom and power to Almighty God. 

„My doctrine. (faith he) is not mine, 
but his that ſent me. The ſon can do | 
ndthing. of himſelf, C but the Father 
which ſent him he doeth, the works, * 
He frequently retired from the aclige 5 
ſeryices to which he had devoted his 7h 
life, for the purpoſes of devotion. | He 
N ee N to e . irection f 
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; his heavenly F ather, in the execution 

of his office, and relied on his wiſdom 

and goodneſs for the ſucceſs of his un- 

dertaking. He ſupported himſelf un- 
der all his Tibulations, by the af- 

ſurance which he had of the divine 

app robation, and by the hope of the 

joy which was ſet before him. And 

even in the immediate expectation of 
the moſt painful ſufferings and cruel 
death, he ſaid, with the moſt perfect 

reſignation, 60 Not my will, but thine 

be done.” ! 


_ | Such, my brethren, was wk tem- 
3 | per — ſuch was the heart of Jxsus. 
It was humble — meek —peaceable — 
' heroic — benevolent E — for- 
giving — and pious.— Let this 
mind be in you which was alſo i in 
Cu 187 Jesvs.“ Contemplate the ac- 
tions of his liſe, till you have imbibed 
his ſentiments — till you are inſpired 
with his ſpirit. This will give you a 
more "juſt claim to the character of 


chriſtians, than the moſt zealous pro- 
8 + bon 
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bellen of particular ſyſtems of faith, 


or the moſt exact obſervance of exter- 


nal rites and forms of religion. This 
vWwill ſecure you the approbation of 
that Being, Who knoweth the ſecrets 
of all hearts, and, before all things, 
requireth a pure and upright mind. 


And, finally, this will prepare you 
for a ſtate of perfect virtue and con- 


ſummate felicity in the world to come: 


To which may Gop, in his great 


mercy, conduct us all! Amen, 
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Er is evident from expefichce,” th 4 
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pen ity in the, human, ad 168 a} 
She 2203 Rr $173 On 0359+ © 
imitati jon. This „Print £ Apes 
with the firſt dawn r of tealon, and/ac 
companies us thro? all the Mt age | | 
L | 1. 5 | = 


2 aten manner e,. 
ife, We ego ew pin nx'of the 


Ti hn ont pop: it is this 
Print le ieh is chiefly ooncerned in 
forming the tempers and characters of 
men Children naturally purſue the 
eee their parents; and, at 
leaſi in chef bäftier part of fe, gene- 
rally iniltate" their virtues and their 
faults, without. diſlinction. And, 
when it mi ht be expected that we 
ſhould aro think and a& for our- 
ſelves, we have ſeldom reſolution ſuf- 
ficient ſeriouſſy t apply. to the ſtudy 
of wiſdom ; we chooſe rather to be led | 
by the humours and paſſions of others, 
than to obey the dictates of c our own 
. reaſon; — to © follow a N 
tho ir: be to do evil,“ than to 
che pains of 5: pondering the pat of 
uro feet, e our 1 _; be 
- eſtabliſhed.” : iT 0136317113 
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ow ſince this is“ the + ge of 
human nature, and fince every attempt 
ta eradicate this; principle. from our 
minds would: be abſurd and fruitleſs 
ve ought to makerit ſubſer vient to chę 
intereſts of virtue, by continually-plac- 
ing the moſt excellent examples before 
cdur eyes. We ſhould attentively ob- 
ſerve the conduct of thoſe around us, 
who are diſtinguiſhed by; their piety 
and, goodneſs — we: ſhould frequently 
converſe with the hiſtory of paſt ages, 
and bring before our imaginations the 
moſt venerable. and worthy characters 
of antiquity; — and, more eſpecially, 
we ſhould contemplate the perfect pat- 
tern which our Saviour bath” ſet before 
us, to inſpire ourſelves with a ſpirit of 
emulation, and an earneſt deſire of 
making the higheſt poſſible attainments 
in virtue. But the character which is, 
of all others, moſt worthy of our imi- 
tation, is that to which the Apoſtle di- 
rects the attention of his fellow=chriſ- 
Bn L 6 dne | 


_ 228 On THE TT ATToN or GOD; 
tians, in the text; . Be 7e therefore 
12 8 K of Goo.” s 


The Almighey i is doubtleſs, ü in many 
reſpects, infinitely exalted above our 


. imitation, or even our conceptions. 


That boundleſs power, which formed 
and ſuſtains the univerſe — that pre- 
ſence, which-filleth heaven and earth 
— that wiſdom, which maintains the 
order and beauty of nature, without 
the leaſt interruption or deviation, are 


attributes, which it is impoſſible for us 


to imitate — of which we muſt always 
have confuſed - and imperfect ideas. 
« Such knowledge is too wonderful for 


us; it is high, we. cannot attain unto 


it.. Nevertheleſs, this great Being 


hath not wholly withdrawn himſelf 
from the view of mortals, or hidden 


his glories in impenetrable darkneſs. 
Whatever it is. of importance for us to 
know concerning him is ſufficiently 
manifeſted, in the frame and conſtitu- 
tion of the world, in the conduct of 


— 
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his 
tures. And, if we place him before 
our view in the light in 
preſent him, we: ſhall i behold. the moſt 
glorious and excellent, the moſt ami- 


able and delightful object, which we 
can poſſibly contemplate ;:— we ſhall 

| hens com eee 
ee careful imitation. - 
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et 8. then, at this time; apply our 
ee ne to this intereſting, ſubject; 
and ſurvey, with reverence, admiration, 


and love, that exalted. and perfect cha- 


racter which the Apoſtle, in the: 1 
eee to our ene, 


If we would expreſs the JR Py 


racter in one comprehenſive word, we 


cannot do it ſo properly, as in the lan- 


guage of the Apoſtle John; — — * Gon 
1s. LOVE.“ May we not 7 
conclude, that. the Almighty is good 

fince we have ſo many convincing 
pO that he doth . continually 5 


— * 


— 


 providencez-and: in the holy ſcrip- 
which theſe re- 
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If we artentively;obſerue-the: works: of 
his hands, will they not teach us, that 
the only principle which . influences 

him in all his operations is benevo- 
lenee? Why hath he formed fock an 
infinite variety of creatures, all capable 


of enjoyment, according to their ſeve- 
rab natures; and made the moſt; abun- 


dant proviſion for their ſupport and 
'comfort ? To what ſhall we aſcribe it, 
that the Father of all upholdeth the 
world which he hath made, by his 
power, and watcheth over his whole 
family in heaven and earth, by his 
providence? Wherefore is it, that he 
« cauſeth graſs to grow for cattle, and 
herb for the ſervice of man” — that he 
« openeth his hand, and {atisfieth* the 
: deſire of every ling thing“ — that he 
„daily Ioadeth us with his benefits,” 

and giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy * 2 It 1 5 * becauſe tus mercy 
endureth for ever.“ 8925 a 


And 
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And have we not ſufficient” evidence 
to prove, that the ſame- Aſpoſition to 
ee happineſs, which appears 

in the eſtabliſhed courſe of nature, 
Ukewiſe directe the Supreme Being, in 
the moral government of his rational 
- ofpring <> on account of 

any benefit, which the great Firft 

Cauſe of all things, and Fountain of 

all igood, can receive from us, that he 

demands our obedience? Can a man 

c be profitable unto God, as he that is 
fle may be profitable to himſelf? Is 
it any advantage to the Almighty, that 
we A righteous ? or is it gain to him, 
that we make our way perfect? 

It is impoſſible. Why then doth. he 
require from us an exact conformity to 
the eternal laws of virtue, but becauſe 
he knows — that by diſobeying them 
we ſhall certainly involve ourfelves in 
miſery — and that a ſtrick and conſtant 
obſervance of them is the only way to 
ſecure out own peace and welfare? 
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Shall we not, likewiſe, aſcribe it to 
the moſt perfect ale and ten- 
der merc 4 Ne 1mighry raiſed up 
his Son Fo CAT to be tlie Mel⸗ 
ſenger of truth and grace unt the 
world? Wherefore did he appoint hit 
to become the divide llt beton and 


viour of mankind? Wherefore did 15 
endue him with wiſdom” and power 


equal to theſe important characters? 
Wherefore did he employ him to lead 
men to the true knowledge and prac- 
-tice of religion — to exhibit before 
them a moſt perfect Pattern of all wir- 
tue — to give them the moſt uſeful 
and important precepts for the conduct 
of life — and to enforce a regard; to 
them, by denouncing final condemna- 
tion upon all the workers of iniquity, 
and promiling eternal life to all the 
righteous ? —— Wherefore hath he 
thus amply provided for our moral and 
religious improvement, and our final 
happineſs ? ——= Becauſe 6 he delight- 

eth 
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eth in mercy.” © 4 In this was the love: 
of Gap manifeſted towards us, becauſe _ 
that Gop ſent his well beloved ſon in- 
to the e 780 we A 1th tre: thro? 
anne eh r 

a "Nap pn we not hb; Aha hi 
Almighty manifeſts his goodneſs and. 
mercy, even in the puniſhments which 
he inflicts upon the wicked ? He doth. 
not puniſh them to indulge a vindictive 
diſpoſition in himſelf, or to ſatisfy his 
own juſtice. He knows no other 
juſtice, than that which the reforma- 
tion of offenders, or the general good 
of his creatures, requires. He is & the 
Lord God merciful and gracious, long 
ſuffering. and abundant in goodneſs 
and that, keeping mercy. for _ 
ſands, forgiving'i iniquity, tranſgreſſion, 
and fin.” And, when it b 
ceſſary that he ſhould' cauſe the wicked 
to * reap the fruit of his doings,” he 
always proportions. the puniſhment to 
the character and circumſtances of the 
„ offender, 
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offender, and even “ in the- midit of. 
A Wage: 600 bo 


Such are bee che 
works of nature, the diſpenſations : of 
providence, and the language of the 
holy ſcriptures, concur to: give · us of 
Almighty God, They inſtruct us to 
conceive of him as a being who de- 
lighteth in the exerciſe of goodneſs — 
who employth his infinite wiſdom and 
power in the accompliſhment of his he- 
nevolent purpaſes.— who is:rightegus 
and merciful, em in the hidgadn; 
which he: enecuteth and, it a word. 
who 15 * good. unto all, and whoſe ten- 
TIEN wr iN; * 10.4 


. a docthihat Pr 
the Supreme Being conſiſt ? By what: 
means ſhall we obey the: precept of the 
tent, and become, followet of Gon 
Moſt certainly — by: being and doing: 
good; The: faireſt image of Goch on 
earth is the heart: of a . 

ou 
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Would you therefore, be followets og 
Gor, as dear children wall in 
love.“ Cultivate that benevolence” in 
your own minds; Whieh you admire 
_ and eſteem? in che Father of :mercies; 
Put away far from you all bitterneſs, 
and wrath, and anger; and evil-ſpeak- 
ing, with all malice ;. and be kindly af 
affectioned one towards another: Let 
your good - will for your brethren always. 
reſtrain you from acts of injuſtice; 
fraud, or violence, and prompt you to 
render unto all their due. Accu 
tom yourſelves to regard tie ĩntereſts of 
others as your own, Labour to acquire 


that ſenſibility andt generoſtty of diſpo- 
fition, which wilk render you active in 


the ſervice of others, and lead you; as 
you have opportunity, to do good un- 
to all men. Live to make your rela- 
tives and friends, and all with whom 
you are connected, Happy. More eſs 
pecially, cultivate that Humane and 


+ compaſſionate temper; which will in- 


; cline you to NY W abili⸗ 
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ties for the aſſiſtance and relief of the 
neceſſitous and afflicted. Exclude not 


even the unkind and undeſerving from 
your charitable notice. Love your 


enemies; bleſs them that curſe you; 


do good to them that hate you; and 
pray for them which deſpitefully uſe 
you and perſecute you; that ye may be 
the children of your F ather which is in 
heaven; for he maketh his ſun to riſe on 
the evil, and on the good, and ſendeth 
rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt.” 
Learn to exerciſe forbearance and for- 
giveneſs towards thoſe who have in- 
jured or offended you, from the ex- 
ample of him, who is < flow to an- 
ger, and ready to forgive.” Finally, 
if, at any time, your own ſecurity, or 
the peace and welfare of ſociety, re- 
quire that you ſhould take ſome notice 
of the injuries which have been offered 
you; let your. reſentment be governed 
by reaſon, and reſtrained by benevo- 
lence ; purſue the moſt probable me- 
thods in your power to reclaim your 

adves 
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3 y and treat him wickigll dhe 


lenity which the nature of the caſe will 
Fane”. | 


. 8 


. 
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Thus uniformly to Genre and pur- 
ſue the happineſs of all round us, and 
to take pleaſure in doing good, is to 
reſemble the preateſt and beſt of all 
beings; —it is to manifeſt that we are, - 
indeed, the children of Gop, by bear- 

ing his image, in that perfection which 
is his higheſt glory; — it is, according 
to our nature and capacity, to be 
perfect as our Father gn wh Is in hea- 
ven is Perfect. 12 
And where can uh and an object fo 
well worthy of our imitation, as the Su- 
preme Being? The brighteſt characters, 
among our fellow. creatures, are ſhaded 
with imperfections. In the 1 imitation of 
thefe, it is requiſite that we ſhould uſe 
great caution and circumſpection, left, 
while we imagine that weare emulating 
"Wir virtues, we ſhould only be copy- 


ing 


238 OF THE 1MITATION or GOD; 


ing their faults. But we may imitate 
the Divine Character, without the leaſt 
danger of being led aſtray. Nay, the 
more cloſely we adhere to this pattern, 
the more amiable and excellent ſhall 
ve become. Nor is it poſſible, while 
we have this perfect example before 
our eyes, that we ſhould ever want an 
object to fire our emulation, or a mo- 
tive to excite our induſtry : for to what- 
ever heights of goodneſs we may arrive, 
we ſhall be ſtill far ſhort of the mark at 
which we aim — we ſhall have a field 
of improvement before us, boundleſs 
as eternity itſelf. — Is not the Almighty 
the ſource and ſtandard of all excel- 
lence? Doth not every thin g which 
is fair and beautiful in the ma- 
terial, and every thing that is loyely 
and excellent in the intellectual 
world, proceed from the great Author 
of nature? If then we meet with ſo 
much to excite our admiration, and at- 
tract our love, in the creature, what ex- 
_cellence aed perfection muſt. reſide in 


U 
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che Creator! How amiable; how glori- 
ous muſt be” the Eternal Father, in 
whom all that is beautiful and good 
centres, and from whom, as from an 
inexhanſtible fountain, it is "diffuſed 
throughout the biverſe . Mhat more ef- | 
fectual method eat we purſue, to ex- 
alt our nature, and acquire intrinſic 
and eminent worth, than to et the 
Lord always before us“? Or what 
higher ſatisfaction can we poſſibly feel, 
than that which ariſeth from a con- 
ſeiouſneſs of having the image of Go 
impreſſed upon our hearts ? Surely the 
man, who can trace a reſemblance to 
the Supreme Being in his own character, 
may contemplate the likeneſs with a 
laudable and - virtuous? pride, and, in 
the meaneſt or moſt afflicted condition 
of nenn from 
Hinoſell." VIE; AIDC04 Hd a 
F kia is not ee e of @op 
the moſt probable means of gaining the 
eſteem and affection of all wiſe and good 


7 | | men ? 


240 or THE IEL1TATION, OF. GOD. 


men? Is there any thing which can be 
aid concerning a man, which will give 
the world an higher idea of his charac- 
ter than this — that he is poſſeſſed. of a 
divine and godlike temper ?—The man 
who, from the overflowings of a bene- 
volent heart, is continually . diffuſing 
ſtreams of happineſs; through the little 
circle of his friends and acquaintance, 
and, like the Almighty Father of all, 
takes delight in doing good, is an ob- 
ject of univerſal eſteem and love. His 
name is always mentioned with reſpect 
his company is every where ac- 
ceptable —— his friendſhip is highly 
valued — every good man- rejoices-in 
his proſperity — when he falls into ca- 
lamity, every tender and generous heart 
laments his misfortunes, and is willing 
to aſſiſt him — and when he. leaves the 
world, his good deeds are had in ever- 
laſting remembrance. _—— How then, 
can the moſt boundleſs ambition be 
more completely gratified, than by the 

imitation of divine goodneſs? 


| More- 


4% 4% 


Wart c God, in the certain road to. 


happineſs ? ? The moſt natural and ob- 
vious idea which we can form of the 
divine felicity is, that it conſiſteth in a 

conſciouſneſs of being able and diſpoſed” | 
to communicate ha opineſs to the whole 


creation, and in the actual exertion of 


unlimited power, for this purpoſe. 
And it is likewiſe manifeſt, that the 
nearer we approach to the Almighty _ 
in goodneſs, the greater ſatisfaction 
and felicity we mall enjoy. Doth not 
the experience of every good man 
teſtify, that there is noc which 
can afford us ſuch fubſtantial and ſa- 


tisfying delight, as the performance 


of kind and generous actions? — Viſit 
the habitations of honeſt poverty, in 
which an affectionate and virtuous 
pair are employing all their induſtry 
and ſtrength, to provide 'a coarſe and 
ſcanty ſubſiſtence for themſelves and 
tear numerous offspring. If you find 
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their brows wrinkled with care, and 
their hearts oppreſſed with anxiety, 


introduce among them the welcome 


ſtranger, joy — if you ſee them con- 


tented and thankful in their humble 


ſtation, and uniting, their utmoſt en- 
2 to make it as eaſy and happy 

as poſſible, reward their induſtry and 
chearfulneſs — by an unexpected and 
liberal benefaction.— If you have a 
friend who hath met with misfortunes 
and loſſes, and is reduced to circum- 
ſtances of great perplexity and want; 
viſit him with the ſame freedom, and 


converſe with him with the ſame con- 
fidence and affection, as in the days of 


his proſperity ; —— convince him that 
you are not one of thoſe fummer- 
friends, who, when the winter of ad- 
verſity approacheth, diſappear ; —em- 
ploy yourſelf, with zeal and ſpirit, in 
his ſervice; — and contribute, to the 
utmoſt of your ability, towards his re- 


lief. Go to the houſe of mourning, 


and there © weep. with thoſe who 
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weep. * Tenderly fympathize With 


ſach as are lamenting the loſs: of rela- 
tives or friends; endeavour to ſboth 
and” Meviate their ſorrows, and to mi- 
fiir confoletioti4ts their hearts. Vi- 
ſit the fatherlefs atid widows in their af- 


fliction“; and, if you have opportu- | 


nity, lighten the! burthen of their griefs, 
by affording _ your afſiſtance and 
protection. If you ſee them in dan- 


injuſtice or oppreſſion, become their 


guardian and defender; and thes. 
e cauſe the widow's heart to ſing for 


joy,“ and bring the. bleſſing of him 
that was ready to periſh upon you.“ 
By ſuch actions as theſe,” imitate the 


example of Jeſus, who went about 


doing good,“ and of the Father of 
mankind, whoſe mercy is everlaſting; 
You wilt then enjoy the moſt ſatis- 


factory and delightful conviction, that! 7: 
that there is a divine pleafutt'in bene- 
licence, with which no other gratifica-- 


tion deſerves to be compared, and that 


n | —_— 2 


ger of ſuffering by the cruel hand of 
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goodneſs, independent of all its con- 
ſequences, is its own reward. You will 
then underſtand the meaning of this ſay- 
ing of a Roman Emperor; No muſic 
is ſo pleaſing in mine ears as the requeſts 
of my friends, and the ſupplications of 
thoſe who need my 1 


To this we may 4d. in "he la 
place, that the Supreme Being, who 
is conſcious of his on excellence and 
perfection, muſt, doubtleſs, take plea- 
ſure in beholding his image upon his 
offspring, and muſt be always ready to 
aſſiſt, encourage, and reward their en- 
deavours to acquire a more complete 
reſemblance of himſelf. Accordingly. 
we have ſeen, that, in the eſtabliſhed 
courſe of things, and by the appoint- 
ment of Gon, to imitate” the divine 
goodneſs is to ſecure the comfort and 
happineſs of this life. And we are 
taught by the holy ſcriptures, that thoſe 
who are like unto Goo on earth, ſhall 

”"__ 
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__ dwell with bien for ever, Wh heavenly 1 
kingdom. 7 


7 


The ſum of what has been ad 1 this 
— that the Imitation of God is the no- 


bleſt employment of our rational pow- 


ers — the ſure foundation of eſteem a- 


mong men — à never failing ſource of 


peace and happineſs to our own minds 


— and the certain way to obtain the ap- 


probation of the Almighty, and pre- 


peu n for everlaſting life. 


Be ye therefere followers of Gop "2 
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troubled about many things ; but one thing = 
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S there is nothing i in which man- | 3 
kind are more univerſa 1 


than in their deſire of happineſs; fe 


_ there is ſcarcely any thing wherein they 
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differ more, than in the objects from 
which they ſeek. their chief good. 
One man is fond of eaſe and indul- 
gence, and fancies that, if he can di- 
veſt his heart of care, and command 
thoſe things which are neceſſary to the 
gratification of his appetites, he ſhall 
be happy.—Another makes riches the 
principal object of his purſuit, and ſets 


no bounds to his avaricious deſires. 


From year to year he labours and toils 
to encreaſe his ſtores; till that, which 


he at firſt purſued only as a ſubordinate 
means of happineſs, becomes itſelf the 


ſole object of his affection, and he lives 
for no other purpoſe than to be rich. — 


A third is captivated by the charms of. 


grandeur and power. A numerous re- 
tinue, magnificent edifices, elegance of 


| dreſs, and titles of diſtinction, are the 


things which chiefly attract his notice, 
and excite his envy. To enjoy the 
ſmiles of his fuperiors — to have a 
number of needy and fawning' ſyco- 


Phante 
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phants waiting around him to exer- 


_ ciſe an uncontrouled dominion over his 


dependents — to command reſpect and 
deference wherever he comes — and to 
be jigs to raiſe the ignorant admira- 
, and gain the unmeaning applauſe 
— the vulgar — this-is the ſum of his 
wiſhes, and the height of his ambition. 
Another, eonvinced'of the folly of 
theſe purſuits, or averſe to the hürry 
and Aiſipation of active life, withdraws 
himſelf from the world, And devotes 
his days to contemplation and ftudy/ 
Deſpiſing alike the deluſive dreams of 
pleaſure, the dazzling ſplendors of 
greatneſs, and the ſordid love of gain, 
he fecks a happineſs more worthy of 


his rational nature, in a diligent en- 


quiry after truth, and a careful cult. 
vation of his intellectual powers. 280 


3 21 | 


"Ny we not only los. his variety & 
opinions and purſuits in cifferent Per! 


ſons, but we may frequently obfetive'it 
in + po ſame individual, at different per 
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riods of his life, or upon any remarks 
able change in his condition. The 


gayety and extravagance of youthful 


pleaſures are often ſucceeded by the care- 
fulneſs and ſolicitude of avarice; and 
diſappointed ambition frequently cre» 
ates. a diſſatisfaction with the world, 
and a fondneſs. for the employments 
and amuſements of contemplative life. 

— Thus do men wander from place to 
place, and from object to object, in 
purſuit of happineſs, and, like the wo- 
man whom our Saviour addreſſed in the 
words of the text, are & careful and 
troubled about wan things.” 


Since this 1 is the caſe, it is, Joubrlefs, 1 
of great importance that we ſhoyld 
form a juſt eſtimate concerning the real 
value of the ſeveral objects, which in- 
yite our attention as ſources or means 
of happineſs. This alone can preſerve 
ys from groundleſs expectations, fruit- 


| cſs purſuits, and painful diſappoint- 


ments.— 


Now, to aſſiſt us in deter- 
mining 


4 
„ 


mining. the” intrinſis; and comparative 
worth of the ſeveral good een kee 
lie within the reach of mankind, and 


to enable us to judge what is worthy of 


with propriety be ſtiled our chief good, 
let us fix upon ſome general rules or 
marks, by which, as by a common 
ſtandard, every thing which ſeems to 
promiſe happineſs to mankind may be 
meaſured. —— It cannot be diſſtæult to 
determine what are the proper rules of 


judging on this head. Every man 


would, doubtleſs, wiſh to find th ob- 


ject in which he places his chief felieity, 


Poſſeſſed of ſuch properties as theſe; — 


that it ſhould: be adapted to afford him 
ſatisfaction and enjoyment, or ſhould 


be conducive to bis well-being ; that it 


ſhould be agreeable to his nature; that 
it ſhould: be derived: from himſelf, and 


entirely independent upon the will: ef 


others; — that it ſhould continue the. 
Same at all times, and in all places — 
and that it ſhould be capable of being 


enjoyed, 
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enjoyed, as long as be continues 10 exiſt. (a) 
It is evident, that thoſe objects alone, 
which have ſome tendency, either real 
or imaginary, to promote our enjoy- 
ment, pleaſure, or ſatisfaction, are con- 
cerned in the queſtion before us. And 
it is ſcarcely leſs evident, that only 
thoſe purſuits, which are agreeable to 
our nature, can be productive of our 
happineſs. For, every creature being 
formed for the enjoyment of a felicity 
ſuited to its nature, and incapable of 
any other, every deviation from nature 
muſt be a diminution of its happineſs. 
—[t is alſo very defirable, that our 
happineſs ſhould ſpring from ourſelves, 
and not from the uncertain and 
capricious humours of our fellow-- 
creatures, or from any. other external 
cauſe, And it is of great importance 
that it ſhould be of ſuch a ſtable and 
permanent nature, that no change of 
place or circumſtances ſhould be able 


(a) See Harris's Dialogue on Happineſs. * 
8 to 
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to rob us of our treaſure. It ſhould 
accompany us through all the active 
fcenes af life, and follow: us inta 
our moſt ſolitary and ſilent retreat: 
it ſhould attend us _—— at 
verſity; it ſhould- be the joy of our 
youthful days, the comfort af aur ris 
per years, and tlie ſupport of our ad- 
vanced age: it ſhould be eur compa- 
nion on the bed of ſickneſs, and in the 
vale of death; and it ſhould never for- 
ſake us, while we are capable of per- 
ceiving the difference between happineſs 
and miſery that is, while we have any 
being. Whatever is defective in any 
af theſe particulars is ſo far incapable. 
of yielding; us true felicity, and unwor- 


thy of being purſued as our chief good. 
— Let us apply theſe. rules to che 


veral objects which are moſt eagerly 


purſued by mankind, and from which 
they ſeem to entertain the moſt ſangumne 
expectations of happineſe. 
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a us, in * ert 4 examine 
the purſuits of ambition. — It will not be 
denied that there is a real gratification; 
eſpecially to ſome minds, in a con- 
ſciouſneſs of ſuperiority and dominiom 
A man whoſe ruling principle 1 is pride 
and vanity —— when he is ſurrounded 
with the dazling diſtinctions of great - 
neſs and power courted, careſſed, 
and flattered by his friends and depen- 
| dents — and admired; applauded, and 
obeyed by the multitude — will natu- 
rally be elated with the idea of his own 
- importance; and feel his heart flutter 
with tumultuous joy. But if, on the 
other hand, we conſider the eonſtant 
anxieties, and frequent diſappointments; 
which attend the purſuits of honour 
the danger, which thoſe who are eager” 
in this purſuit run; of vislating their- 
conſciences, and laying a foundation 
for painful reflections — the perpetual 
hurry and fatigue of an exalted and” 


public ſtation — and the mortification 
Which 
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which always accompanies the loſs of ET 
dignity and power; if we lay all theſecir- 
cumſtances into the balance againſt the 
gratifications of ambition, we may per- 
haps ſee reaſon to queſtion whether 
they are on the whole to be deſired.” 


However, if it be Does thine 3 
bition is in itſelf a natural paſſion and 
productive of real pleaſure, it cannot 
be denied, that it frequently leads men 
aſtray from the paths which nature and 
reaſon have pointed out, and-tempts 
them to violate the facred laws of 
juſtice, honour, and . benovelence. 
Diſſimulation and flattery; falſehood 
and fraud, violence and oppreſſion are 
too frequently the ſteps to preferment 
and power. But, ſuppoſing it poſſible 
for us to obtain them without the leaſt 
departure from nature, we ſhall, ne- 
vertheleſs, find them very inſufficient 
Nan of en en other re- 

cs. 


4 They 
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- They are not derived from ourſelves, 
and therefore are hot at our own com- 
mand. It is, at any time, in the pow- 
er of caprice or malice; or of a thou- 
ſand unavoidable accidents, to diſcon- 
-cert our ſchemes and fruſtrate our ex- 
pectations. So that, if we have reached 
the ſummit of human glory, we muſt 
aſk leave of the world to continue 
there. And beſides this, how long 
ſoever we may be ſuffered to poſſeſs the 
ſtation which we have gained, it is only 
while we are actually ſurrounded with. 
the ſplendors, and partaking of the 
honours, which wait upon greatneſs 
and authority, that they are capable of 
affording us pleaſure and enjoyment. 
When we are withdrawa from the 
world, and retired within ourſelves — 
when our paſſions are huſhed, and rea- 
ſon is ſuffered to reſume her ſeat, the 
luſtre of theſe objects diſappears'; we 
feel that they can entertain and delight 


us, no longer than while they are be- 
711 held 


, he Bat * i 
1 n 8 
5 LY Ss. * N 
13 
5 : . 


*% 


ON: HAPPIN B69. 


empty titles, on Which t reſt, and 
looks,wjth indifference on all 
ginary diſtinctions, Which 


will, this be the caſe, when the gay 
and buſy ſcenes of public life ſhall be 
exchanged for the retirement of a ſick 
room — When all our 3 
pects, and towering hopes, muſt he 
buried with us in the grave! What will 


it then avail a man that he hath lived 


in ſplendor, and fared ſumptuouſiy e- 
very day? Will the remembrance: of 


this alleviate his pains, ſupport his de- 


parting ſpirit, or give him confidence 

towards Go p? Will not all the glories 

of this world then vaniſn for ever, ne 
e -_ viſion of the nige? 


T 15 « & 0 ol 4 28 8 

. us now turn our thoughts to 
the fur ſuits of avarice, and examine 
"wok Ma riches have to be 


choſen | 
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beld by others. as well as ourſelves; - 
the mind wants ſomething more ſub- 

. Aalener outward appearances and 


fg in 


human life. And, how much more 
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choſen as our chief good. Few 
perſons will be ſeriouſly diſpoſed to 
queſtion, ' whether riches are to be de- 
fired and ſought as'means of enjoyment 
and happmeſs, They are \doubrlefs 
capable of being applied to almoſt e- 
very important purpoſe of life, and, 
by a prudent management, may be- 
eome ſubſervient to the pleaſures of 
animal nature, of intellectual improve. 
ment, of friendſhip, and even of vir- 
tue and religion, Nor can it be mat- 
ter of debate, whether it be agreeable 
to nature to purſue that which, in ſo 
many important reſpects, is capable of 
contributing to our happineſs. It is 
indeed true, that wealth may be pur 
ſued in a manner incon ſiſtent with na- 
ture and reaſon, as it always is, when 
injuſtice, oppreſſion, and cruelty are 
made uſe of to attain it; and that it 
may be employed to the prejudice of 
its poſſefiors, and the injury of man- 
kind: but it is no leſs true, that it 
my * r and obtained with in- 
nocence, 


on abr INESS, 


riocence; and may be applied to the 
ene man " beneficial purpoſes. | 
313-73 10 nn 20 L 

4 Wia eee to be remem- 
bert, that the acquiſition and ſecure 
enjoyment of wealth depends, not up- 
on ourſelves alone, but upon a great 
variety of external circumſtances. A 
ſingle incident, which it is not in our 


power to prevent or foreſee, | may ren- 


det thoſe ſchemes abortive, Which were. 


moſt Judiciou fly concerted-and ſteadily, 
executed; Or, whatever ſucceſs we 
may meet with inthe purſuit of wealth, 


we muſt always hold it hy a moſt un- 


certain and precarious tenure. Riches, 
without aſking the conſent of their poſ- 
ſeſſors, often & make to themſelves 
wings, and fly away, as an eagle to- 


wards heaven.“ Tae dine at Tea: 


aur wealth denen 5 for we. brought 
nothing into this world; andi it bal cer · 


tain we can carry nothing out.“ 


Anda even while we are in poſſeſſian of 
riches, 


” 
2 
* * R 
4 
- 
261 


262 ON HAPPINESS. 
riches, what can they do to befriend: 
us, under the unavoidable trials and 
calamities of life? Can they remove 
the pains of an afflicted body, or mi- 
niſter conſolation to a wounded ſpirit? 
Can they ſupply the loſs of valuable 
friends, or arm us againſt the fears of 
our own diſſolution? In cireumſtances 
like theſe alas! all the riches and ho- 
nours of the world will prove but mi- 
ſerable comforters. On the whole, the 
experience of mankind confirms the 
truth of Solomon's obſervation: He 
that loveth ſilver ſhall not be ſatisfied 
with ſilver, nor rhe that loveth abun- 
e e we l 208 77: 
5 | 
The objects which next Fu has 
ſelves to our conſideration as fruitful 
ſources of happineſs, and. which multi- 
tudes purſue as their chief good, are 
the pleaſures of ſtnſe. Under this head 
we may comprehend every gratification 
of our animal appetites, and all thoſe 
2 and 3 which are 
& either . 


poo nth or entertain 2 — 2 our 
imaginations. —— Now, it will be 
read ly, and thankfully acknowles 


and nba ſincerely revere 3 — — 
great Author of our nature, that theſe 
pleaſures are a, part of that portion of 
good, which is provided for us, and of 
which we may and ought to 
Pleaſure and happineſs; are terms of 
the ſame import; and-it were abſurd 
to attempt a diſtinction between them. 
To purſue theſe, wherever we have a 
proſpect of finding them, muſt — 
be natural and reaſonable. 


, . — 8 : 8 S 
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But, at the ſame time, it is to be 
conſidered, that we are capable of 
nobler pleaſures than thoſe of ſenſe, 
and conſequently that, if we confine. 
ourſelves to theſe, our enjoyment muſt 
be partial and incomplete. We ſhould. 
likewiſe remember, that theſe objects 


ane 
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are not in their own. nature worthy of 
. our ſupreme regard, and that, if we 
- purſue them in ſubordination to the 
higher delights of reaſon, virtue, and 
religion, we ſhall enjoy them in their 
utmoſt perfection. We cannot entirely 
devote ourſelves to theſe pleaſures, 
without frequently departing from the 
ſaperior principles of nature, honour, 
and benevolence, and without falling 
into thoſe exceſſes which would in the 
end, prove fatal to our happineſs, 
1 2 * | 

-ibreover;* theſe. enjoyments muſt 
depend upon à variety of circum- 
ſtances, which are not in our own 
power. Fortune muſt have beſtowed 
her gifts upon us with a liberal hand; 
our bodily conſtitutions muſt be in a 
healthful and vigorous ſtate; and we 
muſt have companions td afliſt us in 
our purſuits, and partake with us in 
our pleaſures. This ſpecies of happi- 
neſs muſt therefore always be uncertain 
and precarious. And thoſe who poſ- 

Th ſeſs 
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- ſeſs it, in the oreateſt perfection, muſt 
find their moments of enjoyment-ſhort 


and tranſient, and muſt be obliged to 


paſs through frequent diſagreeable in- 
tervals of ſolitude and inaction. Be- 
fore the actual poſſeſſion of theſe plea- 


ſures the mind is generally agitated 
with painful ſolicitude; and when they 
are paſt, they frequently leave it in a 


ſtate of ſatiety and diſguſt, Or, if this 
ſhould for a while be prevented by the 
vigour and ſprightlineſs of youth, or by 
the charms of novelty and variety; 
the frequent repetition of the ſame 
ſcenes will at length render them inſi- 


pid and tireſome; the edge of inclina- 


tion and appetite muſt at length be 


blunted; the powers of perception and 
imagination muſt by degrees fail; and 


nature muſt, at laſt, ſink into decay. 
The evil days ſhall come, when the 


voluptuary, who hath ſpent his life in 
one continual round of amuſement and 


indulgence, ſhall ſay, „I have no 
war in m 


N "A 
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Let us now proceed, in the laſt 
place, briefly to examine, by the ſame 
rules, a life of retirement and contempla- 
tion. —— To apply ourſelves to rhe 
-purſuit of knowledge is doubtleſs highly 
commendable.. It is a natural and pro- 
per employment of our intellectual 
powers; it may afford us a variety of 
rational and manly pleaſures; and it 
may be of important advantage to ſo- 
ciety. But even this is not worthy to 
be conſidered as our chief good. For, 
if mankind in general were to devote 
themſelves intirely to contemplation 
and ſtudy, it is evident that the bands 
of ſocial life muft be diſſolved — the 
ſocial affections, which are the moſt 
amiable part of our nature, muſt re- 
main uncultivated, and the numerous 
advantages and comforts of ſociety 
muſt be reſigned. Beſides, even theſe 
pleaſures, in a great meaſure, depend 
on a variety of accidental circum- 
_ ſuch as health of body, 
ſtrength 


ſtrength of genius, an affluent fortune, 


and the encouragement and aſſiſtance 


of others. It would be impoſſibſe to 


enjoy them, without frequent inter- 


ruptions from the neceſſary conterns 


of life — from afflictions or misfor- 
tunes or from our unavoidable con- 
nexions with others. Nor would even 


leſs we were, at the ſame time, to en- 
joy a conſciouſneſs, that we have faith- 


fully employed our knowledge in the 
ſervice of mankind: and, in this caſe, 


our pleaſures would be of a different 
kind from thoſe of contemplation and 


ſcience, and, would coincide with thoſe 


hereafter to be recommended, as moſt 


worthy of our purſuit, | _ 


We have now examined the princi- 5 5 
pal objects which engage the attention 
of mankind, by certain general and ob- 


vious rules, and have ſeen that neither 


honour — riches, — the pleaſures of ; 


N 2 ſenſe 


theſe pleaſures be able to aceompany 
us to the bed of ſickneſs or death, un 


9 * 4 
: * COT" 2388 * 8 n | 3: Wor, 2 > 
a Q 12 * FORE” _ - = with * St —_— "> 4 " =... _k , A =" = * 
© * 8 ORs * ins + « Ma, Mt 2 . 1 4.5 4 Ly. WY btw 2 tas." WY As nada * — 
138 pF 1 p £4 1 * 1 +." 0 4 b 8 * . —. 
Ee ia Es I ec 
EE 1 * 1 " 


abs ON HAPPINESS. 
ſenſe — or even the purſuit of know- 
ledge, are worthy to be conſidered as. 
our chief good. Having weighed each 
of theſe objects in the ſcale of reaſon 
and dan we have found them want= 
Wealch and power may in- 
Phe furniſh us with many advantages 
for the enjoyment of life; the pleaſures 
of ſenſe are on their on account to be 
deſired; and the cultivation of our in- 
tellectual powers is rational and ufeful. 
But let us make none of theſe things 
the principal objects of our deſire and 
purſuit; for they will often lead us to 
deviate from the path of nature and 
truth — they are not derived from our- 
ſelves, but are dependent on a thou- 
ſand external and caſual circumft 
— the happineſs which they afford can- 
not be enjoyed at all times and in all 
places — and the continuance of it is, 
from the nature of things, precarious 
and temporary. — Let us then allow 
to theſe things, only that ſhare of our 
attention and regard, which their real 
ä nature 


— 
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nature and intrinſic value may juſtly 
claim. Inſtead of wandering from ob- 
ject to object, in ſearch of that happi- 
neſs which they are alike incapable of 
affording us; — inſtead of being care- 
ful and troubled about many things; 
let us ſteadily and uniformly apply our- 
ſelves to the purſuit of that one thing, 
which alone will be found, upon far 
and impartial examination, to be the 
proper happineſs of man. What this 
one thing needful is, and by what means 
we may obtain *< that good part which 
cannot be taken from us,“ will be 


ſhewn in the following diſcourſe. 
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Palit facere et ſervare beatum, 
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we 3 higheſt fefteitp ? 
which human nature is «capable, inn MY. 
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| 274 ON HAPPINESE:. 
| enquiry of che utmoſt , ace — 


an enquiry to . eyery man; muſt 
wiſh tg, receive, 4 ſa or) anſwer. 
To aſſiſt us in mißt a Jug 
this infereſting, ſubject, i 
poſed, 1 in the preceding dic ure; to 
ec enn eds" rr urſuits | 

EY” Aten r 


general and obvious: rules, which may 
ſerve to determine their intrinſic and 

comparative worth. It was then ob- 
ſerved, that whatever deſerves to be 
ſtiled our chief good, muſt be agree- 


uble to bur nature condueive to our 


well being derived from ourſelves 


and independent of external cauſes 


ſuited to all times, places, and condi- 
tions — and capable of being enjoyed 
as long as we continue to exiſt. By 
abend rules we examined the reſpective 
claims of greatneſs and Power — of 


wealth and abundance — of. the plea- 


a 


ſures of fenſe — and. of a. ſtudious and 
con- 
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ON HAPPINESS, 5 . 
_ contemplative life; and found them 9 

- all, in many particulars, greatly defec- 
tive. But let not theſe repeated dilap- 
pointments diſhearten us from purſuing 
the important enquiry; let us not ſit 
down in deſpair, and ſay, . Lord, 
why haſt thou made all men in vain ??? 
There is one candidate yet unnoticed; 
who ſolicits for the honour of being 
received as our chief good, and whoſe 
aſpect ſeems to promiſe more, than 
any of - thoſe who have hitherto en- 
gaged our attention; ——, her name 
is VIX rug; let us examine hey, pre: 
nen: rf | 21 


1 2 Nr FAS 14 1119 

y Virtue we are to underſtand, ME + 
general, an habitual | diſpoſition: and 

conſtant endeavour to do that which is 
right and good. To be virtuous is to 
perform whatever our relations and 
eircumſtances in life require from us, 
and, at all times, and in every condi- 
tion, to * agreeably to the deliberate 

N 6 


judg- 
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judgment and conviction of our own 
minds. Now, this uprightneſs of in- 
cention, together with the rectitude 
and goodneſs of character which nece{- 
ſarily flow from it, bids fair to yield us 
the greateſt ſhare of happineſs of which 
human nature is capable, and appears 
to be worthy of our chief attention and 
regard, as the one * * for, 


In the firſt vlacs, it is perfectly a. 
erceabie to our nature, ——. Virtue 
hath often, and with the utmoſt pro- 
priety, been defined, acting according 
to nature. Every branch of a virtuous 
character perfectly agrees with this de- 
finition. —— What are the duties of 
temperance and ſobriety, but a natural 
and becoming uſe of our rational 
powers in the government of our ani- 
mal appetites. and paflions? Is it not 
the manifeſt deſign of our maker, that 
our reaſon ſhould be employed for this 
purpoſe ? And, in all exceſhve and 

8 vicious 
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deliberate concerning the qualities 
ifſues of our actions and exerciſe hat 


pſpection in che c 
duct of life, in which 8 


conſiſts ? —— Such is the 
man nature, that we are ex 


ly. meet with troubles and calamities 
various kinds. Now, a timorous and 
puſillanimous diſpoſition will involve 
us in many diſtreſſes, Which we might 
otherwiſe have eſcaped, and will greats. 
ly encreaſe the unavoidable burdens 
life. Our nature and ſituation theres 
fore ee that we ane cultivate. +, uh 
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Al che möbeh offices of ſocial life 
Have likewiſe; their foundation in na- 
ture. Ma is evidently formed for ſo- 
eiety. In & ſtate of perpetual ſolitude, 
f the ſeeds of benevolence, compaſſion, 
friendfhip; and love would lie for ever 
unfolded, and there would be an un- 
comfortable void in the heart, which 
1 nothing would be able to fill up. Na- 
tdt.ure prompts, and even compels us to 
% form ourſelves into ſocieties, for our 
mutual preſervation, ſecurity, and hap- 
Pineſs; and it is only in large and well- 
regulated communities, that the con- 
veniences and pleaſures of life can be 
enjoyed, with the greateſt advantage 
— that uſeful arts can be properly en- 
couraged and improved and that 
human nature can riſe to that perfec- 
tion, in intellectual and moral accom- 
pliſnments, of which it is capable. A 
ſtate of ſociety, then, in which the hu- 
man mind can unfold and. exert all its 
Ja powers, 
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-flain from acts of violence, f "oppreſſion, 
and fra to be uprig dt and Honour- 


able in · all our egen to be fach. 


by to our engagements, and ſincese 


in our profeſſions — to diſcharge the 
duties of our domeſtic relations with 
fidelity and chearfulneſs to ſhew 
compaſſion to the afflicted; "and' relieve 
the wants of the poor and needy in 
a word, to do unto others} as we 


would that they ſhould do unto us; IN 


1s unqueſtionably to contribute our 
part towards the peace and happineſs - 
of fociety, and ene ur to act a- 
15 to 9 cee e 
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Ig nie i. ve congdler the- Unter er 
1 and religion, we ſhall find them 
s to be founded on the nature of 


things, 
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to ON”. HAPPINESS. | 
chings, and the relations in which we 
tand to our maker. Dotn not n . 


innumerable and Teoltinngble, TE vi 
— to-acknowledge and adore that pro- 
vidlence which ruleth over all to con- 
fide with perfect ſatisfaction, in that | 
wiſdom and goodneſ which, ordereth | 
all things for the beſt and to ſub- 
mit ourſelves to che will of tkat Being, 
whoſe laws are all holy, Juſt, and good? 
——YVirtue,” in all its branches, is then 

| gackingengee — e 
40 7 4h 
8 } 
e ſecondly 3 of in. 
n and goodneſs of character, are 
evidently conducive to our well-being, 
— The experience of mankind, indeed, 
forbids us to aſſert, that virtue will en- 
tirely exempt us fram affliction and: 
trouble. The beſt of men are liable to 
deln and pam of body, and may 


meet 


* 


6 
- 
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on 


5 


meet with loſſes ad r 7 
min heir affairs. The moſt amiable and 5 
excellent characters may be traduced _ 
by malice and flander. Great and 
waſting calamities may involve the 
righteous and the wicketin one com- 
mon ruin. . Tyranny, oppreſſion, er 
| injuſtice may rob even the good man 
of his poſſeſſions, his liberty, or his 


life. Integrity and virtue themſelves 
may ſometimes expoſe a man to diffi 


euſties, from which perſons of corrupt 


principles, and licentious manners, are 
free. Nay the world hath ſeen. in- 


ſtances, in which the moſt actiur pubs 
lie · ſpirit ——the molt diſintereſted bene 
the molt intrepid fortitude; 
and the moſt perfect virtue, hath been 


volence 


derided, inſulted, and perſecuted unto 
death, Even Jeſus, the great teacher 


and pattern of all righteouſneſs the 
Saviour of the world—was with-wicked- 
hands crucified and ſlain. —— All this, 
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ineſs for mankind. on 
earth; — it muy ſtill be true, that 
virtue is our higheſt felicity and chief 
good. Conſider its nature and fruits, 
and you will be convinced that it is, 
and that therefore it deſerves to be va- 
lued and ne, a the 0 —_ 
n 4 * 16 7 * Sy * 
* een branch” of views, 
namely, the government of ourſelves, 
hath-for its immediate object our own 
Preſervation and happineſs. It is the 
direct and obvious tendency of ſobriety 
and ꝓrudence, to ſecure to us the moſt 
perfect and laſting enjoyment of life!” 
And 5 duties which reſpect our 
| or , our: brethren, are all at- 
tended with ſatisfaction and pleaſure in 
the performance, and productive of 
beneficial conſequences to ourſelves. 
We cannot-cultivate the principles of 
genuine piety, and perform the duties 
- devotion with attention and oth 
ne 
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of life. Health and chearfulnefs, and 
"* confoanently: the true enjoyment of all 
the pleaſures of ſenſe, greatly depend 
upon temperance and ſobriety. - aca, f 
right, honourable; and - friendly be- 
haviour, can ſcarcely fail of gaining us 
reputation and eſteem in the world; 
ang a fair character is the moſt obvious: 
and certain path t prefertdent and 
wealth. That theſe things ate hot con. 
ſtantly, and withaut exception the re- 
wards of virtue, i not Ong t6 any in- 
| perfection in virtue itſelf, but ſolely to 
its preſent imperfect Rate among man- 
Find, It hach, . however, ſo manifeſt; 
temen co procure us theſe external 
idyantages,and-{0 freuen WR 
tains them, chat e may with 
ſay concerning virtue, hatigth 6b 
days is in her right hand, and in her bo 
hand riches and honour.” — Whether, 
then, we conſider the internal Pleafures, | 
or the external-xewards of virtue, we 
ſhall ſee abundant. reaſon decke e. 


Me 
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char i it 18 above alt 
our well being. e N TI $01 EY 
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| Ei the third Bee; The pleaſures of 
virtue are derived from curſetees, and 
independent of external cauſes. For 


the riches, the honours, dr the plca- 
fures of the world, we muſt often des 


pend upon a fortunate” concurrence f 


external cauſes, or upon the humour 
and caprĩice of mankind; but a man id 
obliged to aſk leave of none but Go 


and his on heart, to be good. While 


our maker ſees fit to continue unto us 
the uſe of our moral faculties, ir is in 
dur powe r to practiſe the duties, 


enjoy the Pleafures of a virttous Mg 7 


and this is a power, which neither the 
ſmiles of the world can give, nor its 
frowns' take away. Treachery aud 
flander may caft us down from the pin- 
nacle of  wordly greatneſs / violende or 


fraud may rob us of our tawful poſ- 
ſeſſions ; envy and ill- nature may inter- 
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tupt many y.of the enjoyments of life. 
But our innocence. and integrity, and 
that ſatisfaction and peace which are 


their conſtant attendants, are treaſures 


which we may call our own—-treaſures. 
of which neither the malice, nor the 
ſubtilty of our enemies can ever de- 
prive us. This is < that . good. part 
n cannot be taken away, fram us. 
ice may indeed preſent her enſnaring 
charms before our eyes, to draw us a- 


fide from the paths of vprightneſs ; or 
ſhe may borrow the ſcourge of ridicule, 
the arrows of ſlander, or the flames of 


perſecution, to alarm and terrify, us, 
But, if we be fully convinced of the, 
ineſtimable value of an upright and 
ſelf-approving mind, and ſteadfaſtly q 
reſolved to preſerve our integrity, in 
vain will be all her alurements, and 
all her terrors; none of theſe things 


vill move us; and we Hall, after all, 


have this for our rejoicing, the teſ- 
timony of our conſciences, that in ſim- 


pflicity 


plicity and pod 3 BEIT Pi io 
our-cohverſation. in the world. While 
the votaries of avarice, ambition, and 
ſenſual pleaſure, muſt; in a great mea · 
ſure, depend upon others for their hap: 
pineſs, it is the peculiar felicity o the 
good man, that he is ** ſatisfied 8 0 
mau. Hence 1· ue * 133 8 
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| * Fouls. That the 1 fy | i 


ſprings from virtue is ſuited to all times 


and places, and to every condition of 
human life. We can be in no circum- 
ſtances, in which one courſe of action 
will not be more proper and becoming 
than any other, and, conſequently, is 


which it will not be in our power ta 1 


a wiſe and virtuous part. No eminence 
of ſtation, no affluence of fortune, no 
extent of power, can ſet us free fm 
the obligations of morality and -reli- 


gion. 


ö may 


And, On the other hand, how- - 
EV obſcure our ſituation, or however 
contracted our circumſtances; in life 
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. we ſhall have a certain ſhare 
- of ation, which it will be our duty to 
Bll; in the moſt honourable and uſeful 
manner we are able. The rich and the 
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; the powerful and the dependent, 


the youbg and the old, perſons of every 


age, rank, and condition, have'their re- 


| ſpective parts aſſigned them, in the 


at Drama of human life; and the 
— and moſt inconſiderable, as well 


as the greateſt and moſt conſpicuous 
characters, give us an opportunity of 
acquiring real honour and ſatisfaction 
from the performance; for this de- 
pends, not upon the nature of the part 
we are to act, but upon the manner in | 
which we perform it. To ſpeak with- 
out a figure; we are in different 
ſtations of life, by the wiſe Governor of 
the world, and have certain duties, 
which it becomes us to perform in theſe 
ſtations, . And, if we behave agreeably 
ro our condition and ſituatien, whatever 
theſe _ be, we ſhall experience the 


plea- 
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ſciouſneſs of aprighe'lacentins,"akd 
the performance of goot'ations. Ah 
theſe are pleaſures; to Which we mn 
have 'recourſe; in ſolitude and im com- 
pany, in health and in ſickneſs; in life 
and in death. A peaceful ſelf ap- 


+4 


"the brighteſt ſcenes,” and give an addi-/ 
tional refiſh*r0"every-cotnfort we en- 
joy. Its cheating light Wil even break 

through the thickeſt clouds of ad ver - 


ity, and enable us to rejoice in tribu 


lation. The pleaſures of innocence 
and virtue will remain with us, When 
every other pleaſure is Withdrawn. 
When every other ſupport fails, a good 
conſcienee will be as an anchor to our 
ſouls, both ſure and ſteadfaſt. What 
though our ſubſtance be torn from us 
by the hand of violence, or deſtroyed 
by calamitous aceidents, and poverty 
comes upon us like an armed man; 
our moſt valuable treaſures are Kill ſe- 
N 6 75 may ſtill be rich in good 


O Vorks, 


pleaſures which reſult” from A _ N 


proving mind wilt add new luſtre to 
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works, and happy in the peaceful re-. 
fel tions of ou n kinds f for he- 
there mambei rich n poi u he hu 
afgaodetheart to waldthe Lone 
ſhall at a eimes. renee with ad heard! 
ful countenance.” / | What! though wet! 
be renderddincapable of reliſting the 
pleaſures: of ſenſe; by ſieknaſs /r paim aii 
we have ſtill a fund of conſolation and 
pleaſure within, which is ſufficient / to- 
comfort us under the :heavicſt affſie - 
tions, to which human nature is ſub- 
ject. What though our deareſt and: 
mot valuable friends be taken from 
us; we have ſtill a friend in our own 
boſoms, who will. never forſake us 
whoſe preſence. will cheer us through 
life, ſupport us in death, and gain us 
admiſſion into the manſions eee, 
peace andi 0. For, I add, di 
L119 Di 2740! 
In the laſt Does, T hat he ee 
of virtue are durable and unfading, 
and that we may enjoy them, as long as 
we continue to exiſt, —— With. what- 
_ VI |» 
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ever degree of proſperity and happineſs 


our days on earth may be crowned, 


the hour is coming, when riches. ſhall 
not profit us, nor the pleaſures of ſenſe 
delight us —— when friendſhip itſelf 


ſhall comfort us no more. But even 
at this hour, if all be right within. 


if our hearts condemn us not— we | 


cannot be | wretched. The righteous 
hath hope in his death. Conſcious of 
the uprightneſs of his intentions, and 
the goodneſs of his character — en;oy- 


mg the remembrance of a lite devoted 


to the ſervice of mankind, and adorned 


with a ſeries of virtuous actions; he 
can leave the world in peace, and look 
forward, with compoſure, to that un- 
known ſtate which lies before him. 


While his friends are weeping around 
him, and the pains of diffolution are 
upon him, he can maintain an un- 
ſhaken. firmneſs of mind, which will 


ſpread ſerenity and chearfulneſs over 
his countenance, He can riſe from the 
feaſt of human life, ſatisfied and thank- 

. | ful oF 
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ful; and can go the way whence he 
ſhall not return, with a degree of for- 
titude, which nothing but conſcious 
integrity could inſpire. © Fully aſſured 
that, wherever he goes, he mal carry 
his own virtue, and his own happineſs, 
along with him; —— rejoicing in the 
perſuafion © that he hath choſen that 
good part which cannot be taken away 
from him ;” poſſeſſed of an humble 
hope, that his Almighty Maker will 
be his Everlaſting Friend; he can 
« walk through the valley of the ſha- 
dow of death, and fear mo EVIL!) wonneng 
Such are the ſupports and conſolations 
which virtue affords, at the ſeaſon when 
all things elſe muſt fail ! In ſuch . 

may the good man die ! 


« For Conſcience, like a faithful friend, 
« Shall through the gloomy vale attend, 
« And chear his dying breath ; 
« Shall, when all other comforts — 4 
Like a kind angel whiſper peace, 
Vo Aud ſmooth the bed of death.“ 


After 
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After this vie wo the Wp excel- 
lence and 1 importance of Virtue, in 
compariſon with every thing elfe which 
is valued and deſired among men; can 
you, my brethren, entertain a doubt, 
whether it deſerves to be conſidered as 
the one thing needful ? Can you heſitate 
a moment in determining to purſue it 
as your chief good ? —— Diſcourage 
not yourſelves with an apprehenſion, 
that this purſuit will interrupt your at- 
tention to others, of an inferior nature. 
You may employ your {ill and in- 
duſtry to increaſe your poſſeſſiohs; 
you may enjoy every pleaſure which 
providence hath placed within your 
reach. Only remember, that your in- 
tegrity and virtue are infinitely more 
valuable than every thing elſe; and 
let not the proſpect of indulgence or 
profit ever tempt you to forſake the 
paths of innocence. Let every other 
purſuit, and every other care, be in 
ſubordination to this. Let your deli- 

berate 
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berate purpoſe be, «Till I die I wilt 
not remove my integrity from me; 
my righteouſneſs I will hold faſt; and 
wilt not let it go; my heart ſhall not 
reproacl ihe 0 long as 1 live.“ In 
the ee of all the concerns and all 


| as much as 
pee e 'of them all. 
Place your confidence, not in the un- 
certain poſſeſons, and tranfient plea- 

fures of the world, but 1 in your. own, 

vuptightneſs and integrity, and, in the 

goodneſs: of your Maker. Jou ml, 
then find, k your hope r reſts. upon 4 
ſufe foundation, and will never make: 4 
you, aſhamed.” 'You will then be like 
urito <2 wiſe man, who built his houſe 
upon A rock : and the rain deſcended, 


and 
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and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that houſe ; and | 


it fell not, for it was founded upon a 


« Hear, then, the concluſion of the 

whole matter; Fear Gop, and keep 1 

his commandments » for this is tbe 
WoL E of man.“ 
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